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Jeremiah 1:1-8                          “Go … Just Go!”                                    R.P.C. 
Acts 9:10-19                                                                             September 15, 2013 
                                            Daniel D. Robinson, Pastor 
 
    About a year after he graduated from college, he left an excited message on his 
parent’s answering machine: “I finally got my big break!” he said, “I’ve been hired 
for a TV show!” “I’m going to be on Friends - tonight at 8:00 – Eastern Standard 
time. Watch for me!” 
    His parents were surprised, but pleased. They had advised him against an acting 
career, long before he ever finished college. Going into acting was the dumbest 
thing they had ever heard they told him – especially after he had majored in 
computer engineering. “Nobody gets hired for TV!” they protested, “You’ll end up 
waiting tables for the rest of your life. Computer engineering could provide a 
lucrative career.” Still he was undaunted; he had a dream and now, only a year 
later, he was going to be on a major TV show. 
    His parents changed their plans and arranged their entire evening around the 
big television event. Friends was not their favorite show, but they knew this was a 
good break for their son. They watched intently for his entrance, but the first 
scene passed with no sign of him; no sign of him either during the first half of the 
show. The second half of the show came on and they continued to be glued to the 
screen. 
    Then, toward the very end of the show, the “friends” were all in a scene 
depicting them in some kind of public gathering, and the camera quickly panned 
the crowd. There was their son – with his back to the camera. If they had blinked, 
they would have missed him. But there he was…. I guess, Andy Warhol was being 
generous when he spoke of everyone’s fifteen minutes of fame. 
    But we are left wondering, what? That was his big dramatic role? Of course, 
everyone has to start somewhere. I’m quite sure that the start of every great 
star’s future is recorded in some bit part in a TV show or movie. 
    Again, we all have to start somewhere…  After all, most of us are not great stars 
in the drama of life; our lives would receive no attention from Entertainment 
Tonight, the Star or the National Inquirer. Most of us are too busy playing our bit 
parts on our own personal soap opera that will never make it to the big screen or 
a series on TV. 
   Yet, if God is going to accomplish anything in this world – from what we have 
seen in the Biblical record – God is going to do it through small-time character 
actors who are enlisted to fill bit parts in God’s larger drama called “Redemption” 
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or “Salvation.” The salvation history God is producing is a saga and not a mini-
series.  And God seems to play out this great salvation drama by using one bit part 
actor at a time…. 
    For example, we have this dramatic episode forever etched in our Christian 
memories - this account of the dramatic conversion of the Apostle Paul. We 
remember his name had not always been Paul. He was first known by his given 
name: Saul of Tarsus – and his reputation was renown as one of the early 
Christians’ first and fieriest foes. He was a devout Jew – a Pharisee by schooling 
and training. And as such he was convinced that these Christians were a 
dangerous fringe movement in Judaism; these “people of the way” were intent on 
doing irreparable damage to the Jewish faith with their claims that this Jesus from 
Nazareth was the Messiah. So Saul, being faithful to the Pharisaic tradition vowed 
to persecute these Christians and stop them…. 
    In our text for today, he was on his way to Damascus with official letters from 
Jewish authorities giving him permission and power to arrest and eradicate the 
Christian groups there. But on the way, there was this intense light and a voice, 
“Saul, Saul why do you persecute me?” Saul falls to the ground, blinded by the 
light, and the voice he heard was none other than that of the Risen Christ. 
    Saul is stunned and blinded. He has to be led around by hand; he refuses to eat 
or drink… Psychologist have noted a pattern about Saul’s conversion that they 
have observed in other such dramatic transformations:  It takes a powerful event 
to move someone from one way of “being” to another – requiring a radical 
transformation of the very core values in the life of the individual. 
    For Saul, that radical transformation is symbolized by blindness caused by the 
light. Thus, the light’s transforming brightness results in a new awareness. The 
once resourceful, confident, self-righteous persecutor of the church becomes 
completely empty and helpless, utterly dependent on the leading of others. 
    In the middle of this dramatic, traumatic account of conversion, a man of small 
stature appears. Maybe we have never really taken the time to meet him, though 
we have heard this story of Saul’s conversion before. That man of small statue 
was Ananias. And just like his stature, so intentionally mentioned in the text, we 
are inclined to consider him as playing a bit part as a character actor in Saul’s life 
drama. 
    In the account Saul is led off by his companions, who can’t understand or 
imagine what has happened to him.  Continuing on their way to Damascus, Saul 
can’t or won’t eat or drink; he can’t find his way around anymore in his state of 
blindness.  He seems to have lost his drive and purpose. 
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    It was precisely at this time that the voice of the Lord comes to Ananias saying: 
“Ananias, arise and go to the street called Straight. There you will meet a man 
named Saul. Go, and welcome him into the Christian faith, because I have special 
plans for him. I have chosen him to be my chief missionary to the Gentiles.” 
    Ananias, a professing Christian, can hardly believe what he hears…. “Ah … say 
that again, Lord… please don’t tell me you said SAUL!”  “You know, of course, 
Lord, that he is enemy number one of the church – the persecutor of anyone who 
claims Jesus as the Messiah.” 
    But the voice offers no further explanation. The Lord simply says, “Go!” The 
message is simple and direct: “Go … just go!” 
    Ananias goes … he goes to Straight Street in Damascus, and there just as the 
voice said, he finds this man called Saul.  Ananias comes up to him and addresses 
him, not a church enemy number one, nor as the persecutor Saul truly is.  Rather 
with words that convey acceptance and welcome, he addresses him as “Brother 
Saul.” Then Ananias lays his hands on Saul. In that act he becomes a sort of priest 
to Saul, offering a blessing upon him. And when he lays his hands upon Saul, 
Saul’s sight is immediately restored and he is willing and able to receive food. 
    The transformation has been so dramatic and so complete that it includes a 
name change. Dare we say that Saul is now given the stage name Paul, as the 
drama of God’s salvation continues? The name Paul means “little,” or perhaps in 
this case could it mean “humbled before God?” At any rate the once confident, 
self-righteous aggressor takes on a new identity with a new character given to 
him by God. 
    But let’s not forget about Ananias – this man of small stature.  Have you ever 
wondered how he felt about playing such a bit role in all of this? I mean, Paul 
went on to become a great player – a star, an Oscar winner, if you will, in the 
unfolding drama of God’s salvation. But, unfortunately, we never know what 
happened to Ananias.  He was never heard from again in the continuing saga. 
After playing his bit part well in the great drama of Saul’s conversion to 
Christianity, Ananias exited – stage right – went home, and went about his own 
business. Yet, without his assistance and his part, Saul might have never been 
converted to Christ and been transformed into Paul. 
    What if Ananias had said, “Lord, I don’t mind a little evangelism – I don’t even 
mind some new people joining our little church – But Lord, you are asking me to 
offer a welcome to an enemy – to someone who could be a threat?  I’m not going 
to wander down to some Straight street, in that part of town and risk my life on 
the basis of maybe helping some guy to have a “religious experience.” 
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    Could you have blamed Ananias for feeling … for feeling “conflicted?” Maybe he 
had friends and close family members who had already been arrested and 
imprisoned because of Saul and those like him. He may not have wished to do 
Saul any harm (after all Jesus said “turn the other cheek, and love your enemies”) 
but why do this guy any good? 
    All of which leads us to discover that there was probably another, less dramatic 
conversion in this chapter of God’s saga. Was Saul the only one converted as he 
was transformed from being church enemy number one to a missionary to the 
Gentiles? Or was there also another conversion – that of Ananias? Yes, Ananias, 
this hesitant Christian who on the basis of nothing but a voice and a vision, risked 
his life, went to the street called Straight, and addressed a threatening enemy 
with the term “brother”… Ananias, who laid his hands upon his enemy, not to 
strike him down, but to bless him, and thus become God’s agent of the one of the 
most dramatic transformations in all of God’s salvation saga. 
    You see, when we are a follower of Christ, we are not simply converted into 
loving Christ, and Christ alone. But in loving Christ, we are commanded to love 
those whom Christ loves. His love is always reaching out to all others, 
transforming their lives by invitation and acceptance.  It is one thing to love Jesus, 
but sometimes it can be an even greater challenge to love those whom Jesus 
loves!  Ananias had heard enough about Saul to know that he did not want any 
part in dealing with that man.  And yet, he was called and commanded to “go”, 
and welcome him, and bless him.  He was commanded by the Lord to call Saul by 
the relational term, “brother.” 
    Ken Medema is a talented musician and singer in the Christian music genre. Ken 
also happens to be blind. 
    Ken met with a group of college students in an interview before one of his 
concerts on a major college campus, and related to them one of his personal 
struggles as he sings and witnesses to his faith. He said, “I am a member of a 
Baptist Church in California – at least I thought I was – I always claimed to be 
Baptist.” But the Baptist Convention recently met and told us that we have been 
bad – real bad.” “You see, we always thought as Baptists that we were supposed 
to invite and then baptize everybody we could get our hands on. So we were out 
there welcoming and inviting and even baptizing a few. 
    But then some of those at the recent Convention asked us, “What did you go 
out and invite and baptize THEM for?”  They were referring to the fact that we 
had gone into the gay community to welcome and invite them, and some were 
baptized and made profession of faith. And we said, “We didn’t know that Jesus 
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wanted us to baptize some, but not all.” And they said, “But you can’t go out and 
get close to people like that…” 
    And we said, “We didn’t know that you had to behave a certain way BEFORE 
you could be welcomed and be baptized. Show us in the Bible where it says that – 
show us where it says you have to behave a certain way BEFORE you can be 
baptized.” “We said that,” Ken said, “because we Baptist are BIG on the Bible…” 
    No, it’s not always easy being a Christian … It’s not easy at all…. Maybe this is 
the acid test of one’s faithfulness to Christ: Are we able to welcome and invite 
those who are different from us? What about those who seem to pose a threat - 
those who we might even consider to be our enemies? Could we go out and invite 
and welcome them, place our hand in theirs and call them “brother” or “sister?” 
    Note that Ananias is not, for all we know, some spectacular Christian. We never 
hear him preach or teach. He never wrote a gospel or even a letter to other 
Christians so far as we know. His name is never mentioned as among those who 
are closest to Jesus or any of the Apostles. He’s simply an ordinary person, called 
by the Lord to play a bit part in the unfolding of God’s salvation saga. So what are 
we to make of this account recorded in Acts? 
    Perhaps we are meant to learn that the Lord does not hesitate to ask ordinary 
people to act like Christ – to ACT like a Christian. Discipleship is the taking of 
ordinary, everyday people and converting them into what may be key characters 
in God’s salvation drama.  It’s about taking ordinary people and transforming 
them into courageous, risk-taking followers who are able to relate to others in the 
same way that Jesus relates to us. It’s about taking ordinary people who counter 
the ways of the world by not labeling people with disrespectful, hateful names, 
but instead calling them and treating them as a “brother” or “sister.” 
    It’s about hearing and responding to the call of God, who doesn’t offer us an 
Oscar for our role or our faithful performance; who doesn’t even offer … or owe 
us an explanation. A God who simply tell us, “Go … just go!”                       Amen. 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 


