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Jeremiah 23:1-6         “Between the ‘Already’ and the ‘Not Yet’”          R.P.C. 
Revelation 1:4-8                                                                            December 8, 2013 
                                            Daniel D. Robinson, Pastor 
 
    One of Zsa Zsa Gabor’s more memorable lines was, “Darling, at the moment, I 
am between husbands.” Those who keep up with the lives of the stars in People 
magazine, on ET and in the tabloids, are well aware that Ms. Gabor was more 
often between husbands (all nine of them) than she was ever within the covenant 
of marriage. And while not many of us would condone her career of multiple 
marriages, there is something about her statement that rings true of life: We have 
all experienced those “between times” – those times when we are in the midst of 
one of those “in between” stages of life. 
    In fact, it seems that a good bit of life is lived in that suspended state of being 
between two life-events: We find ourselves between jobs, between semesters, 
between relationships, between engagements…. We are often between flights, 
between appointments, between assignments, between deadlines. Yet, perhaps 
the most disturbing ‘between’ of all is to be between paychecks, pension checks 
and social security checks, with too little cash in the account. 
    Professional athletes confess that one of the worst parts of their lives is spent 
between games– especially when they are traveling and on the road. It’s during 
that ‘between time’ that they have too much time on their hands – too much 
time to think about their performance, or lack thereof. There are too few family 
responsibilities which normally serve to consume time and thought. Hence, there 
are far too many temptations confronting them in those away locations. 
    Actors and actresses have fallen into heavy patterns of drinking and drug usage 
during those awful, empty times between parts or performances. Sometimes 
being “in between” can be an unsettling, if not downright dangerous place to be.  
It is a state of living which presents us with a whole host of feelings: anxiety, 
weariness, uncertainty, boredom, impatience, and insecurity. So not many of us 
readily welcome “Mr. In Between.” 
    Yes, much of life occurs in those “in between” times, and that fact is even 
present in God’s salvation story as presented to us in the Old Testament. The 
wilderness wanderings of the children of Israel lasted 40 years between the 
Exodus from Egypt and entrance into the Promised Land. The Exile of the Jews to 
Babylon was an extended “between time” of three generations when the 
prophets from Amos, to Ezekiel to Joel spoke candidly to the people, first about 
their waywardness, then about their hope for return. 
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    Likewise, Jeremiah, from whose letter we read today, implores the people of 
God to reject the idolatry of their neighbors, commanding them to recall their 
past as a means for surviving this “between time” until God returns them to their 
home land. The passage is a promise for future peace, and future prosperity. It 
speaks of a time when the promised Messiah, “will gather the remnant of my 
flock out of all the countries, and bring them back to their fold, and they shall be 
fruitful and multiply.” That time is not yet – but is coming, says the prophet and 
“Israel will dwell secure.” But in the meantime, Israel will have to live in this 
“between” time. 
    This time between the ‘already’ and the ‘not yet’ can be an unsettling, 
frightening time…. Eight o’clock in the morning of August 3, 1492, marked the 
beginning of one such “between” time. Columbus and a crew of 88 men in three 
small ships, undertook one of the most daring 70-day journeys of all time. Despite 
dire warnings by some that they would fall off the edge of the earth, they set sail. 
Not knowing what lay beyond the Pillar of Hercules, they set out into the 
uncharted seas of the Atlantic to what they could only hope would be a “Great 
Between” – but between what they did not know. 
    After six weeks at sea, the crew began to complain. They wanted to go back – 
back to the “already” of home. They were growing more fearful of the “not yet” – 
the unknown. Columbus pacified them by saying they would reach their goal in 
just a few more days, though he had no sure assurance that he was telling them 
the truth. 
    Then on October 7th a branch loaded with holly berries was seen floating on the 
water, then they saw a large log. Finally, on October 12th land was sighted, and 
later that day Columbus and most of his crew went ashore, knelt down to kiss the 
ground, and gave thanks to God. That “Great Between Time” had been 
weathered, and was now past. 
    It takes courage to live between the “already” and the “not yet.” It takes 
patience and a willingness to risk. It entails facing the darkness of the unknown 
with a promise and a prayer, and sometimes nothing more. It means remaining 
faithful and trusting when the way is not at all clear. 
    Ernest Block describes the feeling this way: “The world is regulated by forces of 
opposition from yesterday and the day before yesterday. To make matters worse, 
the old does not want to pass away, and the new does not wish to come into 
being. We are trapped in the middle – in the between.” 
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    Advent, this season which we have entered, is a reminder that we, like the 
Hebrews, are living between the ‘Already’ and the “Not Yet.” For over 2,000 years 
we have been existing between that time when Christ first came to earth, and his 
promised return. 
    While we have certainly not been alone in that experience, there are 
circumstances which we are currently experiencing that make our situation rather 
unique: The ‘already’ of our national security long-enjoyed on the shores of this 
nation the past 200–plus years has been severely compromised by terrorist’s 
attacks, and by the constant threat of more. The fear of such attacks has placed 
us into a kind of a feeling of “exile,” right within our own land. We now wonder in 
that wilderness of the FEAR not knowing when or where something horrific will 
again occur – the disturbing, frightening “not yet.” 
    The ‘already’ of the age of Christendom is past, and many of us as believers feel 
as if we are wandering in the unknown territory of being a minority voice and an 
ignored influence within our culture. Individual desires have replaced 
consideration of community good; concern for “my rights” has taken precedence 
over a sense of duty for the welfare for all.  While we want to be tolerant of other 
faiths, we also want to be respected for what we believe, and not feel threatened 
so as to become hesitant to profess who we are. 
    We cannot help but notice the climate and environmental changes and wonder 
how we have contributed to it, and what we can do to assist its recovery. We are 
constantly struggling with cultural issues like affordable health care, the growing 
gap between the super rich and the poor, sexual identity issues, human rights, 
human trafficking, substance abuse, domestic violence, political stagnation, mass 
shootings – All of which proves that we are still living in the “between” – between 
the fall of humanity and God’s final restoration of God’s good creation. 
    So where do we find acceptance, peace and hope in such ‘between times’ as 
these?  Jeremiah’s word provides more than a subtle hint: “Behold the days are 
coming… when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch. And he shall execute 
justice and righteousness in all the land. He will be called, ‘the Lord is our 
righteousness.’” 
    Those words are a Messianic promise that we have already seen previously 
fulfilled when the Word became flesh in Jesus. In that moment of history we were 
give Emmanuel, God with us.  And that makes this current time “between” have 
an entirely different quality. For we live now between the ‘already’ of his 
resurrection, and the ‘not yet of his return for God’s final consummation and 
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restoration – “for as often as you eat the bread and drink from the cup, you 
proclaim the Lord’s death until he returns.” 
    Like the Hebrews in Exile, we too now have a past upon which we can depend 
for surviving this time between. We have the Biblical record and witness of the 
life, ministry, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, which proves that God is in 
the life-restoring business. We have been given a Savior, by whose constant Spirit, 
we are provided hope, and encouragement for deliverance from whatever 
“between times” we are experiencing. Jesus Christ is the solid rock upon which 
we can stand between the “already” and the “not yet.” 
    Lloyd Douglas, author of The Robe told about a violin teacher who lived down 
the street from him. One day Douglas passed the teacher on the street and 
casually asked him, “What is the good news for the day.” 
    The teacher happened to be holding a tuning fork in his hand, and striking it on 
a light pole, he held it there as it rang out its clear tone, and the violin teacher 
said: “The good news is that this note is an ‘A.’” “The soprano in the lesson down 
the street is missing her high notes; the piano across the hall from me is out of 
tune.” “But this, my friend, is an ‘A’”. “It was an ‘A’ yesterday; it is an ‘A’ today, 
and it will be an ‘A’ tomorrow.” “The good news for today, is an ‘A’, and it will 
never change.” 
    In many ways Jesus Christ is our ‘A’ – especially during this and all such 
between times. He is the one given by God to stabilize life as we move from one 
event and stage to another. It is just as the Book of Revelation declares that to us 
as if from the very voice of God, who says to us: “Grace to you and peace from 
him who is and who was and who is to come.” So we can survive and even 
triumph in complex times of bewilderment, confusion, loss and grief, by holding 
firm to our vision and our trust in Jesus Christ – this One who is, and was, and is 
yet to come.” 
    God’s good word to us on this second Sunday of Advent is that our lives will 
continue to be lived between the bookends of the ‘Already” and the ‘Not Yet.” 
Yet, if we lose our sense of history - our memory - and our understanding and 
acknowledgement of what God has done for us in the past - and if fail to exercise 
trust in God for the future - then the “between times” will always remain 
unsettling, frightening and miserable. But by holding fast and remembering what 
God has ‘already’ done for us in Jesus Christ, and by believing in the ‘not yet’ 
Christ’s return, we are given the security and means to live these “in-between” 
times. 
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    Thinking back trough God’s salvation story, God’s people have always been a 
people in transition – people who live between the times. But we have also been 
the recipients of God’s promise: “The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when 
I will raise up for David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign as king and deal 
wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land….” “And this is the 
name by which he will be called, “The Lord is our righteousness.” Thus, our 
‘between the times’ prayer continues to be, “Come, Lord Jesus, Come.” 
                                            Amen. 
    
   
 


