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    It is a strange passage that greets us on this second Sunday after Christmas - 
this text we just shared from the opening lines of the Gospel of John, concerning 
“the Word made flesh.” Of course, it is a passage that follows an equally strange 
story that we would have never dreamed up by ourselves: 
    These past few weeks we have re-read the account of how God became 
incarnate in Jesus the Christ: There was an embarrassing pregnancy, followed by a 
birth in an out-of-the way stable, in an out-of-the-way village called Bethlehem. 
Then a poor peasant couple was forced to become refugees in Egypt soon after 
the birth of their baby boy; all because of King Herod’s revolting genocide of 
Jewish boy babies in an effort to put an end to this new “King,” – this one whose 
presence was a threat to him. From the very beginning of this story of the 
incarnation of God in Jesus Christ we have been presented one of the strangest 
occurrences of all time. 
    Most of know all-too-well the rest of the story that is to follow: We have been 
given a Messiah who avoids the powerful and prestigious and seeks out the poor 
and dispossessed.  We have a savior who is rejected by many whom he sought to 
save – a ‘suffering servant’ kind of Messiah - a king who reigns from a cross. And 
we wonder – can this ‘One-now-with-us’ really be God? Yet we Christians believe 
that this story - for all of its strangeness - is true! 
    John states that “no one has ever seen God.” How true: God is of heaven; we 
are of earth. God is a spirit; we are flesh. It would seem to us then that is the 
nature of God therefore to be distant, elusive and incomprehensible … that is, 
until Jesus. John tells us that no one had ever seen God – UNTIL - until God took 
the initiative and self-revealed. God has made God known to us through the 
Christ. 
    The central mystery here is that God became flesh and dwelt with us. Imagine 
… we couldn’t come to God, so God came to us. Since the book of Genesis we 
have been prohibited from making any image of the living God, so the living God 
graciously provided us with an image of God’s self - in the flesh. 
    Here, in this strange, wonderful statement, we have been given a truthful 
account of how God read us back into the salvation story of God.  What John has 
given us in his opening lines is a truthful depiction of not only who God is, but also 
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of how we - who were lost - got found, redeemed and saved. And how all of this 
was accomplished by a God who refused to let our rejection, and rebellion (that 
notorious ‘God problem’ of ours) be the final word in God’s salvation story. 
    The incarnation is truly one of the great affirmations of the Christian faith.  God 
refused to be aloof, vague, distant and indefinable.  We, in our human limitations, 
and our sin are unable to say anything definitive about God.  So God, through the 
incarnation, has made a definitive statement about God’s self. 
    Yet, the God-Man, Man-God is not only the central affirmation of the Christian 
faith, but also the great, scandalous paradox. If we are going to speak about the 
incarnation, then we must be prepared to think in a more complex way than what 
passes for thinking in our modern world.  Our thinking must become paradoxical 
in order to do justice to the great enigma that lies before us. 
    While it is difficult to think about incarnation, perhaps we preachers ought to 
be honest that one reason the incarnation is a challenge to our thinking is that the 
incarnation is also a threat to us.  How much easier it would be for us and our self-
aspirations if we were able to keep God distant and aloof. That way we could 
carry on with our lives just as we pleased without the threat of God’s 
confrontation or intervention. 
    Eugene Peterson, author of the biblical translation called, The Message, once 
said that one of the implications of the incarnation is that if we want to know 
what God hears, and what God looks like, then look to yourself. Humanity has 
been granted great dignity simply by the fact that God became human in Jesus 
Christ. Of course, it is a great scandal to speak in this way – to say that God 
became flesh like us. Yet that is exactly the scandal that God risks in becoming 
incarnate in Jesus Christ. 
    There is an old story told that illustrates the point:  A farmer and his wife are 
preparing to go out into the snow to journey to their little, rural church to 
celebrate and worship on Christmas Eve. It is dark and the snow is blowing so 
hard that it is nearly blinding; so the farmer goes out to the barn to check on the 
livestock before they leave. 
    He looks up to see a small group of birds huddled under the eaves of the barn. 
When the farmer opens the barn door, the birds are startled and flew right back 
into the cold of the storm. So he swings the barn door open wide, hoping to 
entice the birds out of the storm into the shelter and safety of the barn. 
    But the birds simply flit about in the snow and will not enter the barn. The 
farmer then grabs a handful of oats and makes a trail from the outside to inside 
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the barn. But no, the birds only fly about in the snow, more afraid to trust the 
farmer and come into the safety, than they are afraid of the storm. 
    So the farmer moves away from the door, reasoning that if he stands back in a 
corner of the barn, perhaps the birds will enter. But no, they still keep a safe 
distance – a distance from the farmer that is safe to them, but could lead to them 
perishing in the storm. 
    “Oh, if I could only they would follow me,” thinks the farmer. “If only I could 
become one of them … then I could lead them to safety.” 
     At that very moment the farmer hears, down in the village, the bells of his 
church ringing out on Christmas Eve. The bells are calling the congregation to 
gather to celebrate the wonder of … the Incarnation – of God coming among us … 
of becoming … one of us. 
    One of the central affirmations of classical Christianity is that in Jesus of 
Nazareth, God and humanity met in a noncompetitive and non-violent way. This 
affirmation implies that the human mind, will, passion and freedom of Jesus, the 
man, are brought to the fullest pitch precisely through their union with the 
divinity of the incarnate God.  
   If, in fact, God became flesh, then the presence of God is not invasive or 
interruptive. Rather there is a kind of a harmonious relationship between divinity 
and humanity, each abiding in the other. Irenaeus, one of the early ‘Church 
fathers,’ summed up this radical idea in a formula in which he states, “the glory of 
God is a human being fully alive.” 
    That idea is precisely what John is conveying to us when he writes, “… the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a 
father’s only son, full of grace and truth.” In Jesus Christ, the Word made flesh, 
we see not only the self-revelation of God, but also a human being - fully alive!” 
    Scripture, like this rather strange passage we shared today from the Gospel of 
John, is testimony to the reality of God -With - Us in Christ. Admittedly, scripture 
is not God – not the “real thing,” not the reality itself. But scripture is a reliable 
witness to that reality. 
    C. S. Lewis writing in Mere Christianity meditates on that reality. He states that 
scripture is the way that something can point us to, and be a reliable guide to the 
reality of God and God’s presence: 
    He writes, “I remember once when I had been giving a talk to the R.A.F. an old, 
hard-bitten officer got up and said, ‘I’ve no use for all that stuff.’ ‘But mind you, I 
am a religious man too. I know there is a God.’ ‘I’ve felt Him: out alone in the 
desert at night: the tremendous mystery.’ ‘And that’s just why I don’t believe in 
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all your neat little dogmas and formulas about Him.’ ‘To anyone who’s met the 
real thing they all seem so … so petty… so unreal!” 
    Lewis continued – “Now in a sense I quite agreed with that man.” “I think he 
had probably had a real experience of God in the desert.” “And when he turned 
from that experience to the Christian creeds, I think he really was turning from 
something real to something less real.” 
     “In the same way, if a (person) has once looked at the Atlantic (Ocean) from 
the beach, and then goes to look at a map of the Atlantic, he (or she) will also be 
turning from something real to something less real: turning from real waves to a 
bit of colored paper.” 
     “But here comes the point: The map is admittedly only colored paper, but 
there are two things you have to remember about it. In the first place, it is based 
on what hundreds and thousands of people have found out by sailing on the real 
Atlantic. In that way it has behind it masses of experience, just as real as the one 
you could have from the beach; only, while yours could be a single glimpse, the 
map fits all those different experiences together. 
    In the second place, if you want to go anywhere, the map is absolutely 
necessary. As long as you were content with walks on the beach, your own 
glimpses are far more fun than looking at a map. But … the map is going to be 
more use(ful) than walks on the beach … if … if you want to (sail the Atlantic.)” 
    To push C.S. Lewis’s analogy just a bit further, the Christian faith entails both 
parts:  There is the reading and studying of the map; that is the scripture. But that 
is always done for the purpose of beginning and continuing the journey of faith – 
of sailing.  In other words, the word is intended to become flesh in us….. The map 
is designed to be used for a journey. 
    Jesus the Christ was a human being. He as a man who was born into a human 
family, and attended parties – in fact, he was accused as being a glutton and a 
drunkard by his critics. He moved constantly around the area of Galilee.  He ran 
afoul of the government and religious authorities.  He taught through short, pithy 
stories we called parables. He did a number of surprising and utterly inexplicable 
“signs and wonders.” And eventually he was tortured to death in a horribly cruel 
form of punishment which the Romans used against troublesome Jews and other 
rebellious troublemakers. 
    A few days later Jesus’ astonished followers proclaimed to the world that Jesus 
had been raised from the dead and had returned to them. He had commissioned 
them to continue his work in the world. Of course, this aspect of the story about 
return has always been somewhat of a stretch for those who prefer their gods to 
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be aloof, ethereal and at some distance - so as not to observe what they are doing 
in their lives. 
    While these are roughly the historical facts of Jesus from Nazareth, as is so 
often the case, the raw facts don’t tell the whole story. As John’s Gospel notes, 
from the very first – even though Jesus came among humanity as one of us – we 
failed to comprehend who he really was. From the very first, many knew that 
Jesus was not only a perceptive, challenging rabbi - a teacher. He was also 
uniquely God present; He was Emmanuel – God with us; God among us. 
    Paul – whose letters are the earliest writings in the New Testament – could 
proclaim that the crucified and resurrected Jesus was the long-awaited Messiah. 
He was the Christ, the one who was the full revelation of God. Hence, Jesus was 
God Almighty, doing something decisive about the problems between us 
creatures and our Creator. 
    No … no one has ever seen God. That statement had been true all down 
through human history – until… until the advent of Jesus Christ. For Jesus Christ is 
the full, complete revelation of who God really is. 
     And now we have before us today, the visible evidence of his existence. We 
have the bread; we have the cup. Here we get just a glimpse and just a taste of 
the revelation of God. “O taste and see that the Lord is good” (Ps. 34:8). For 
“…the Word became flesh…” and is God among us, leading us from the storms to 
our salvation.  Amen.  
  
    


