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Isaiah 49:1-7                   “What Are You Seeking?”                       R.P.C. 
John 1: 35-42                                                                            January 26, 2014 
                                          Daniel D. Robinson, Pastor 
 
    As a pastor I have found it helpful to begin with the assumption that most of us 
– myself included – are here at church for the wrong reasons. For example, 
someone says, “I come to church to receive answers to my deepest questions.” 
The trouble with that is that, in the church we are intent on dealing with the 
issues presented to us in the Bible – God’s Holy, yet sometimes mysterious, word. 
So as numbers of us can testify, sometimes listening to and studying scripture 
leaves us with even deeper questions; or worse – gives us those answers that we 
don’t like! 
    Somebody else says, “I have a demanding job and I come to church to receive 
some peace and quiet.” Trouble is, sometimes being with Christ or being in the 
midst of a congregation does not automatically give us a new sense of well-being. 
Sometimes being with Jesus, or with other disciples of Jesus, agitates us, confuses 
us and we come away from church more stirred up then when we arrived! 
    Still someone else says, “I come to church to experience festive joy!” The 
trouble is, while the Gospel is always “good news” to be celebrated, sometimes at 
church we hear of others believers who have been confronted with a threatening 
illness, or the death of a loved one. The church experience is then transformed 
into, not a time of festive joy for ourselves, but a time of using our God-given gifts 
and resources for providing compassionate care for another. 
    All of this tends to confirm, in my mind at least, another truth: Jesus has a way 
of taking our reasons and reforming them into his better reasons. We come to 
Jesus, “Just As I Am,” as we sang at last week’s 11:00 service. Yea … sure, we may 
come to church or to Jesus, “just as I am” - but the chances are rare that Jesus will 
leave us ‘just as we are.’  More often than not, we become changed when we 
meet him. 
    In this morning’s Gospel lesson, Jesus’ first disciples become disciple-makers. 
Or, more clearly stated – they become disciple-inviters. They invite someone to 
‘come and see’ what they have seen – this young man from Galilee who just 
might be the long-awaited and long-sought Messiah of God. 
    That is how most of us got here this morning - someone invited us. Oh, they 
may not have formally invited us with, “come investigate the wonders of the 
Christian faith.” For some of us the invitation had more of a (shall we say) 
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‘directive quality’: “We are a practicing Christian family; you are part of this 
family, so you are going to church, young man!”     
    But whatever case, what really set the invitation in motion was that the 
“inviter” lived the Christian life in such a way that we were drawn to the faith by 
their witness.  While some of us may have been baptized as infants, none of us 
was born into the Christian faith.  We each had to be drawn in – invited if you will 
– until we came to that time and place when we made our own profession of faith 
in Jesus Christ as Lord. 
    In our text, when these two inquirers come to Jesus, because of the 
observation of John the Baptist,   Jesus asks them a fundamental question: “What 
are you looking for?” Or perhaps better, “What are you seeking?” That is really 
the often unspoken fundamental question that is being asked of each of us at the 
moment of our profession of faith too: “What are you seeking?” 
    Oh, we may be there because we are of “the age” to make a profession of faith; 
or we may be there because we sense we need something more out of life; or we 
may be there because we have had a dramatic experience which has shaken us 
down to the very core of our being. But the whispered invitation of Christ at that 
moment - whether heard and acknowledged, or not - is, “What are you seeking?” 
    In our lesson, two curious disciples of John the Baptist, hear the fiery prophet 
refer to Jesus as “the Lamb of God.” So they take to following Jesus from a 
distance to see what John means by his designation of Jesus as “the Lamb.” Jesus, 
sensing their presence turns and asks, “What are you looking for?” Thus begins 
the process of conversion, of being invited into the ministry of Jesus. 
   And yet, we might hear within his invitation a subtle implication: Often people 
come to Jesus seeking one thing, but being offered something else - something 
unexpected - something more. I mean, Jesus’ true identity and his intentions are 
never that clearly self-evident – at least not initially. We have to journey with him 
to discover the real significance of Jesus - that is, ‘who he is.’ 
    That factor in turn also implies that when we come to Jesus, we must come 
willing to have our presuppositions and our personal desires rearranged or 
reformed by him. Sometimes, when we speak of someone being “converted” to 
Christ, we mean that what they were first looking for when they first came to 
Jesus was changed by the will of the living Christ. Maybe in today’s text, Jesus is 
warning us that such is the case when he asks, “What are you seeking?” Could it 
be that he is even more attune with and honest with what we need, than we are 
ourselves? 
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    I remember the woman who emerged from worship one Sunday morning, with 
a sort of startled look on her face.  She said, “I came here this morning looking for 
peace and reassurance from God …. But I’m leaving with an assignment.” She 
came, I presume, expecting to get something from God, only to have God utilize 
her for the kingdom. 
    More than any other biblical character, I expect that we North American 
Protestants venerate the Apostle Paul. O sure, he certainly had his issues 
concerning women, but we can at least credit him for impact he had on the New 
Testament church with the brilliance of his systematic theology. I suspect that 
Paul may have a special place in the North American pantheon of saints, in part 
because we have long-cherished dramatic conversion stories – like his. 
    Beginning with the great colonial revivals, we have celebrated spiritual change 
through encountering God in Jesus. After all, we are the generations who have 
followed the “Great Awakening.” So generations of our people “walked the 
sawdust trails” to give their lives to  Jesus, making their way to the front of revival 
tents and churches to get “born again” and be converted or revived! North 
American Christianity has often been a ‘road-to-Damascus’ sort of religion – full of 
instantaneous, miraculous, and completely personal conversions of the same 
nature as the Apostle Paul. 
    This American veneration of Paul, however, misses something often overlooked 
in the biblical account. After that powerful encounter on the road, which leaves 
him blind, Saul – not yet re-named Paul – is rescued by some Christians – one 
named Ananias - who take him to the city and oversee the healing of his 
blindness. Then, in Paul’s letter to the Galatians, he says that he “went away at 
once to Arabia,” where for the next three years he learned about Jesus and his 
way. Only after this intense time of reflection, prayer and preparation was Saul-
now-Paul ready to engage in his new calling of being the “apostle to the Gentiles.” 
    Paul may have been stopped in his tracks on the road to Damascus. But it took 
three long years of living in Christian community and learning its practices before 
he was fully changed and ready. And while Paul is the one known to us as the 
great missionary to the Gentiles, the names of those faithful believers who taught 
him in Arabia are lost to our salvation history. So even the biblical story, with all of 
its breathless drama and enthusiasm, regards change as an often long process 
that happens within a community of the faithful. 
    Some years ago on PBS there was a series moderated by Bill Moyers that was 
entitled, “The Long Search.” While I cannot claim to remember having viewed the 
series, I do remember some of the advertising. As I recall the series took a look at 
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a different religion each week, attempting to provide some of the positive aspects 
of a given faith. Since Bill Moyers was involved in the production, I’m sure that the 
programs were not only noteworthy, but also informative and fair in their 
presentation. 
    However, based on what we are discovering in our text for today, the title of 
that series, “The Long Search” might bother us. The notion that religion is what 
WE get when we have searching, seeking human beings, is the conventional way 
of thinking about religion: Religion is something that we do, hence WE search.  
Thus, religion becomes an expression of our inner human aspirations. It’s like that 
statement I’ve heard, “I’ve found Jesus” to which I’m tempted to respond, “I 
didn’t know HE was lost.” 
    Today’s proclamation attempts to make such a decidedly different view of 
things. What if our faith is a gift of God rather than our own personal 
achievement? What if religion is not what we do for God, but rather what God 
has done, and is doing in us? What if the seeking and searching are not primary, 
but secondary because of what God has already done FOR us, and is doing IN us 
today? What if today’s scripture is not about the story of our long, circuitous 
search for God, but rather is the relating of God’s wonderful, unfailing constant 
search for us? 
     Furthermore, what if the other key words in today’s text are the invitation of 
Jesus to “come and see’: ‘Come and see’ what God has already done; ‘come and 
see’ the giftedness of life.  ‘Come and see’ what I am calling you to be and do, and 
where I am calling you to go.  ‘Come and see’ how your reasons for being here are 
transformed into my reasons as you serve the ministry of the Kingdom.  ‘Come 
and see’ how I, Jesus, have sought you out and invited you to join me on the 
journey of faith. ‘Come and be surprised’ by the gifts I will provide. 
    Diane Komp, a pediatric oncologist, tells of the time, early in her practice of 
medicine, when she was treating a little girl named Anna for leukemia. This was 
back in the days when the recovery rate was woefully low. Though Anna had gone 
in and out of remission many times; Dr. Komp knew that Anna, age seven, was 
this time facing the end. 
    At Anna’s side during those last hours were her Christian parents, a hospital 
chaplain who favored psychology more than theology, and the Doctor herself, 
who at that time in her life described herself as a “pragmatic post-Christian 
agnostic.” 
    “Before she died,” writes Dr. Komp, “Anna mustered the final energy to sit up in 
her hospital bed by herself. She whispered, “The angels – they’re so beautiful! 
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Mommy, can you see them?  Do you hear their singing? I’ve never heard such 
beautiful singing…”  Then Anna lay back on her pillow and died.” 
    Anna’s parents reacted “as if they had been given the most precious gift in the 
world.” The chaplain left the room without a word. So Dr. Komp was alone with 
the grieving Christian family. “Together we contemplated a spiritual mystery that 
transcended our understanding and experience,” wrote Dr. Komp. “For weeks to 
follow, the thought that stuck in my head was, ‘Through little Anna, have I found a 
reliable witness?’” 
    “What are you seeking?” asked Jesus. “Come and see…”  “I know you, and I 
know your reasons … but come and see my reasons…”  “Come and be surprised 
by the gifts I will provide.” 
    During this season of Epiphany a fundamental question is posed to us by Jesus: 
“What are you seeking?”  Did you notice that these are the very first words that 
Jesus speaks in the Gospel of John? The question is an invitation to self-
examination, of course. And Jesus shows us the way to self-examination by telling 
us, ‘Come and see….’  “Come and see” sets the agenda for our lives; “come and 
see” sets the agenda for the Church. 
    So again, why are we here this morning? Is Jesus the answer that we are 
seeking? Are we willing to have our wants – our desires – rearranged by his saving 
reality? For now we know that Christ has a way of receiving our reasons and 
rearranging them into his better reasons. For now we know, sometimes we come 
to Christ seeking something for ourselves, only to have Christ use us to seek 
something … or someone … for God. 
    “What are you looking for?”  “Come and see….”                              Amen. 
   
  
    
 
 


