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A Foolish Faith 
Psalm 22:23-26 

1 Corinthians 1: 18-25 
 

A policeman walked by a park bench where 3 men sat.  He noticed that the man on the left 
was going through the motions as though he was holding a fishing rod, casting, and hauling in fish. 
The man on the other end of the bench was doing the exact same thing. So the policeman leaned 
over and whispered into the ear of the man in the middle, "You’d better get your friends out of here, I 
think they’re a little crazy". The man in the middle immediately started pulling on his imaginary oars to 
orchestrate their escape! Would it be insensitive to call the 3 men morons?  Certainly, in our modern 
times, it would not be politically correct and is even a little insensitive to use the word.  
 

But let me tell you a little about this word, "moron". It comes directly from the Greek word 
"moros", which means "fool", or "foolish". Do we have any sophomores in here today? High school or 
college? I’m sorry to have to inform you that the "more" part of your class title comes from this word 
meaning "fool".  Fortunately, the first part of the word "soph" means "wisdom", or "wise". So a 
sophomore is a "Wise Fool"! And that’s a device of foolishness that we like to call an oxymoron to 
which I’ll touch on more in a moment. 
 

Our scripture today talks of fools and it comes from Paul’s letter to the church in Corinth. 
Corinth was a tough crowd, a smart crowd; a crowd full of scoffers, naysayers, agnostics and 
intellectual “want-a-be’s”. Paul reminds his listeners that while the message of the cross is absolute 
foolishness to those who are perishing, it is the saving power of God to anyone foolish enough to 
believe it. And when you look at it, our faith is foolish in three respects: it’s oxymoronic. It’s counter-
intuitive, and it’s often counter-cultural. 
 

First, our faith is oxymoronic. By definition, an oxymoron is a self-contradicting term, like jumbo 
shrimp, cruel kindness or virtual reality. 
 

In verse 23, Paul forms an interesting oxymoron when he links the words “crucified and Christ 
together.”  You see, crucifixion was a shameful way to die. The parents and siblings of crucified men 
hid that circumstance in much the same way that some today hide a drug overdose of a relative. 
Crucifixion was a social disgrace, and became a family secret! Crucifixion was an emblem of suffering 
and shame for all involved. 
 

On the other hand, the word “Christ” or Christos in the Greek means the anointed one.  This 
coupled with the Hebrew word for Messiah are both derived from an Indo-European word which 
means to spread over or smear on like lotion or oil. So where as I would want to hide a crucifixion, I 
would want to spread Christ! Whereas crucifixion is a family secret, Christ is something I would want 
smear around as much as possible. 
 
 

We serve a crucified Christ - A moronic concept for those who don’t believe. 
 

Second, our faith is often experienced as counter-intuitive. What we believe sometimes goes 
against what our minds and intuition are telling us to be true.  Seriously, in our culture, when will the 
last ever be the first?  And when has anything ever been accomplished by turning the other cheek or 
by loving our neighbors as we love ourselves?   
 

One of the reasons Paul writes this letter to the Corinthians is to remind them about the limits 
of human wisdom.  Paul wanted to remind them that they weren’t going to figure it all out.  Faith is 
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one of the great mysteries of God’s basic design.  Can you imagine that Paul had to remind them 
nearly 2,000 years ago that they didn’t know everything, didn’t understand everything, and weren’t 
going to have it all figured out and wrapped up with a nice pretty bow?  Look at how much more we 
know in our society today than they did 2000 years ago.  We’ve had so many advances in our 
technology and scientific understanding.  Galileo was imprisoned and later died under house arrest 
for suggesting the earth rotated around the sun.  In 1615, the church propagated that the sun rotated 
around the earth and to disagree with this perspective went totally against their understanding of 
scripture and was deemed heresy.  Even today we say, “the sun comes up at sunrise – and the sun 
goes down at sunset” even though most of us know the sun doesn’t move.  It was a common 
understanding that the earth was flat and if you sailed far enough out into the ocean, the ship would 
simply fall off the end.  Historically, the church has been wrong numerous times when found clinging 
to their own personal interpretations of scripture combined with their own personal wisdom of 
scientific understanding.  We saw it in the struggle to eliminate slavery in the 1800’s and again in the 
social justice struggles of the 1960’s.  The Presbyterian Church split over these issue of racial 
equality multiple times.  We saw how wrong the church was in the issue of women’s rights, all the 
way up to finally allowing women to be church leaders and eventually pastors. The Presbyterian 
Church split over this issue multiple times.  And now we see the struggle again, happening right 
before our eyes in the area of equal rights for all people - gay versus straight. The Presbyterian 
Church has already split multiple times over this issue and I predict more splintering to come as a 
result of last weeks General Assembly decision to change our understanding of marriage.   
 

It’s interesting to me that at the time of these decisions; most believers resisted the change 
and used scripture to back up their positions.  However, as time moved on, most of us can’t conceive 
why it took the church so long to get on board with the abolition of slavery, the demise of segregation 
and the elevation of women in society.  It seems our intuition can mislead us because our intuition 
and our experience tell us that the poor receive nothing; mourners have no comfort; humility is for 
losers; and to show mercy is to reveal weakness!  Unfortunately, our intuition and experience are 
often wrong. 
 

Jesus, in his counter-intuitive sermon from the mountaintop said: “Blessed are the poor in 
spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven! Blessed are they that mourn, for they shall be comforted! 
Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth! It doesn’t make sense but we choose to believe 
it and proclaim it anyway. 
 

Our faith is indeed oxymoronic! Our faith is counter-intuitive! And quite often our faith calls us 
to be counter-cultural.  The term counter-cultural was popularized in the 1960s when it was used to 
label the movement of those opposing the Vietnam War.  Historically, the church has been called 
upon to stand against what at the time is accepted to be normal.  The one thing about what is normal 
is that what is viewed to be normal doesn’t stay normal very long.  
 

For instance, it was once normal to say we live in a Christian society.  Yet, today, we find 
ourselves in an unprecedented situation: for we are now living in an increasingly post-Christian 
society. After centuries of power and influence, the Christian church in most parts of the world now 
finds themselves to be a relatively un-influential minority. After centuries of living in societies whose 
values and mores were to a significant degree “Christianized”, Christians are now finding it 
increasingly necessary to be counter-cultural if they are to live faithfully to the Gospel.  
 

In 2009, John Meacham of Newsweek wrote, that “While we remain a nation decisively shaped 
by religious faith, our politics and our culture are, in the main, less influenced by movements and 
arguments of an explicitly Christian character than they were even five years ago.” 
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I for one am glad that Oral Roberts, Jimmy Swaggart, Jim and Tammy Faye Bakker, Jerry 
Falwell, and Pat Robertson are no longer seen as representatives of what I proclaim to believe as a 
follower of Jesus Christ.  However, I am happy to align myself with Joel Osteen, even though the 
theology of his denomination is radically different from ours in the PCUSA.  
 

In the 8th century BC, the OT prophet Micah proclaimed God’s word to a culture that didn’t 
much care for what he had to say.  His message was counter-cultural, going against how they were 
normally living their lives. The culture in which Micah lived was routinely engaged in fraud, theft, 
greed, debauchery, oppression, hypocrisy, heresy and injustice to the poor.  If you flip through the 
newspaper or view a few web pages, you will see that society hasn’t changed very much in the last 
28 centuries.  Micah’s response to his social condition was echoed by his contemporary Amos, who 
said: “let justice roll down like waters and righteousness like an ever flowing stream!” 
 

I’ve often wondered - what does that even look like in our own context?  Justice rolling down 
and righteousness flowing freely?  Micah clarifies the issue for his listeners by entertaining the 
question: what does the Lord require of us who say we believe?  Micah made it clear that God 
required 3 things: to do right, to love mercy, and to walk humbly with the Lord.  
 

Three easy things, right?  Not so fast for any one of those 3 might cause us to take a counter-
cultural position against something that is perceived to be normal.  Even with a casual look around, I 
think we can agree that injustice is still with us in all shapes and sizes.  Could our modern day list be 
the same as Micah’s list? How about greed, oppression and injustice to the poor?  Could we agree 
that these things still exist?  Or does a lack of focus on injustice lull us into a stupor of inactivity.  
Maybe if we magnify the context a little bit more you will see what I mean.  Is there greed in our 
banking system today?  Did our government save a greedy banking system back in 2008 and now we 
see 6 years later that the rich continue to get richer and the poor continue to get poorer.  And most 
middle to lower class people can’t even qualify for a home mortgage today.  Is there oppression in 
how illegal immigrants are treated and viewed today?  Many want our borders totally sealed off and 
illegals thrown out while others want to offer illegals the full right of citizenship with all its perks and 
advantages.  Is there injustice to the poor and economically disadvantaged in how our public 
education system is currently being systematically dismantled and taken over by profit making 
corporations disguised as the saviors of a broken public education system? 
 

People of faith have always been called to be counter-cultural – to fight for those who cannot 
fight for themselves.  God says to do justice and to do justice means to do what is right; and at times 
this will force you to take a stand against what is currently perceived as normal.  But taking a stand is 
risky! Not everyone who stands will win the battle, but without such people there is no chance of 
winning the war! Jesus says this about taking a stand for what is right.  He said, “blessed are those 
who have been persecuted for the sake of righteousness, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven! 
Blessed are you when men revile you and persecute you, and say all manner of evil against you 
falsely, for my sake! REJOICE! And be EXCEEDINGLY GLAD! For GREAT is your reward in Heaven!  
 

We will never be done with those who proclaim us to be foolish for believing.  Our faith is a gift 
from God and our choice as followers of Christ is to believe in this foolishness.  Jim Elliot, the famous 
martyred missionary once said, "He is no fool who gives what he cannot keep to gain that which he 
cannot lose."  We are giving our mortal lives, giving our lives to the Lordship of Jesus Christ, a life 
that we will one day relinquish to death in order to gain an afterlife, an eternal salvation that we can 
never lose. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor principalities, nor things 
present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Oral_Roberts
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jimmy_Swaggart
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_and_Tammy_Faye_Ministries
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Falwell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jerry_Falwell
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pat_Robertson
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In the cross, there is power, the power of God. The power to bring reconciliation. The power to 
make redemption. The power to save.  The good news for us today is that God chose to save the 
world not through wisdom or power or eloquence but through the foolish wisdom of the cross of 
Christ.  
 


