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Psalm 139:14-18, 23-24           “Body Image”                                             R. P. C. 
Matthew 13:24-30                                                                                    July 20, 2014 
                                                   Daniel D. Robinson, Pastor 
 
    One of the great privileges about being a preacher is reading and listening to 
the word of God on a regular basis. Not only that, I get paid to do so. That means I 
get to spend some wonderful moments with these ancient, powerful, inspired 
texts; and then I get to share what I learn with you on a regular basis. 
    What is amazing to me is how these passages speak over and over again. Mind 
you, since I generally follow the lectionary, which is based on a three- year cycle 
of suggested scripture readings, I have read and preached from these passages on 
a number of occasions the past 38 years. These are passages I think I have fairly 
well “unpacked” – squeezed all the juice out of – gotten the gist of long before 
this time around. 
    And yet on looking at it again, there is something in the scripture that has a way 
of reaching out, grabbing you, shaking you up and down – It becomes not the 
word of God as a theoretical possibility, but the word of God that causes one to 
change – the word of God alive! I attribute all this to the work of the Holy Spirit – 
and honestly … its great! 
    A similar experience happened to me this week as I was reading from one of 
Paul’s letters in preparation for leading the overview and first lesson for the 
Presbyterian Women’s study this year. Paul, writing to one of his most difficult 
churches, the one in Corinth, uses a familiar metaphor: the body of Christ. Paul 
says to them something that he says in a number of his letters: “Now you are the 
body of Christ.” 
    In other sermons on such passages I have usually focused on what Paul says 
about the various “members” of the body, and how we all have different 
functions and forms. The hand is not superior to the foot; the ear is not superior 
to the eye, and so forth. Each part of the body has a certain role to perform in the 
body, and all are of equal necessity and value. I have preached a number of 
sermons that emphasized that particular theme: “You are all different members 
of one body.” “You all have a diversity of gifts to offer. Some of you are good at 
one sort of ministry, but others have a gift for another sort of ministry,” and so 
on.  In fact, used that language fairly recently when the Presbyterian Women 
were installed to their positions for the up-coming year. 
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    But I’ll tell you this time around the phrase that reached out, grabbed me by 
the throat, shook me up and down and became the word of God alive to me was 
when Paul simply says at the beginning, “Now you are the body of Christ.” What 
got to me THIS time is that it is an amazing statement to make to the sort of 
church he was addressing.  
    For a number of chapters in his letter he has been hammering these “people of 
the way” for all of their woeful inadequacies in being the church. There has been 
bickering, back-biting, favoritism, and a host of other un-Christian activities going 
on. They should have been ashamed of themselves for acting the way they have 
been acting with their fussing and feuding, and doctrinal ignorance, and petty 
divisions, power struggles, and cowardly disloyalty to the way of Christ. 
    But even after all of that, Paul blurts out, saying directly to them “Now you are 
the body of Christ.” That really struck me. Paul does not say something like, “You 
OUGHT to be the body of Christ,” or “If you work real hard, some day you might 
be able to be the body of Christ.” He just says flat out to them, “Now you are the 
body of Christ.” If he had said it verbally, I wonder which word he would 
emphasize: “NOW you are the body of Christ….” “Now YOU are the body of 
Christ…” “Now you ARE the body of Christ….” Whichever way, it’s an amazing 
thing to say to a group of people like them. 
    But then … it would be an amazing thing to say to a group of people like us too! 
Have you ever invited someone to come to church and heard them reply: “Well, I 
do consider myself to be a Christian, it’s just that I’m opposed to organized 
religion.” Well, I have a retort for you to share. You could reply: “Well you 
certainly ought to come to our church….. We are about as dis-organized as 
religion ever gets!” 
    What I really want to tell them is this: “Look, I’ll admit that this is one heck of a 
way to run a railroad. But for better or worse, this is the form that the risen Christ 
chooses to take in the world. We are the body of Christ, so if you are going to get 
close to Jesus, you are going to have to also get close to his friends.” In an 
incarnational faith like Christianity, God refuses to remain vague, indistinct, and 
aloof. God comes close to us and abides with us. And admittedly, sometimes 
God’s presence is too close for comfort. And the primary way God comes close is 
through the church, the so-called “body of Christ.” 
    The Greeks were obsessed with the body and body image. They primarily 
wondered how we can, - through philosophical meditation on higher things - rise 
above this frail, dirty, decaying flesh into some sweetly dis-embodied eternity. 
That, in essence was the goal of Greek philosophical thought. They insisted that 
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there was a strict dichotomy – a distinction between the outer flesh of the body 
and inner the life of the spirit. Furthermore, they thought that the body was 
actually a prison for the mind and the spirit. 
    Jesus being a Jew couldn’t care less about that Greek view of the body. Jewish 
thought does not divide humans into spirit verses flesh. No Jew ever wanted a dis-
embodied life, either now or in the life to come. For the Jew both the body and 
the spirit are necessary to make up the totality of a human being. The spirit – the 
breath of God - brings life to the body, and they are dependent upon one another 
for existence; they are one and cannot be divided.  
    There are some people who still think of Jesus as being only a “spiritual” 
person. For these people Jesus is that vaguely ‘divine something’ who somehow is 
able to pump himself up with something like divine helium and “rise above” the 
grubbiness of life in this carnal world. 
    But that is a wrong view of Jesus. The Christian faith, taking its cues from Jesus 
himself, focuses upon the material, the incarnational; the Christian faith it is 
anthropomorphic. After all we are told, “the Word became flesh and dwelt among 
us full of grace and truth.” God’s word has become a person. Jesus is Almighty 
God daring to get physical: God with a body. 
    But let’s go even deeper into this faith – Jesus HAS a body. Notice I didn’t say 
“Jesus HAD a body” – he has a body. Now, after his resurrection, Jesus is no 
longer confined even to his remarkably itinerating resurrected body. During his 
earthly ministry, vagabond though he was, Jesus traveled less than a hundred 
miles from home. Yet now his widely dispersed body races toward “Jerusalem, 
Judea and to the ends of the earth…..”  That means there is nowhere on earth 
that we can go that Jesus didn’t get there before us, and is waiting for us.  If we 
want to get spiritual, then get some bread, and taste the wine. If we want to 
climb up to heaven then we’ll have to do it by climbing down to the church. The 
church is Jesus taking back what belongs to Jesus himself. 
    Everybody knows, and would likely agree that Jesus ate, slept, wept, bled and 
then died an agonizing death. What everybody doesn’t yet know is that the tomb 
was bare of Jesus’ body, because Jesus wasn’t only raised, he returned physically 
to the same rag-tag group of betrayers who so disappointed him the first time. 
Lots of people are attracted to Jesus saying they admire him or are attracted to 
his teachings; they would affirm him as a spiritual leader and example. What they 
cannot stand is Jesus’ body – the church – in other words … us! 
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     I realize that a number of us are part of that generation that’s supposed to be 
‘suspicious of institutions, corporations, and organizations.’ After all, we’re 
“boomers.” Well in the name of Jesus Christ, it is time to get over it!  Jesus didn’t 
call individuals; he calls a group, a body – twelve disciples. The Jesus movement 
was a corporate, social movement, not a conglomeration of only select, religiously 
inclined individuals. 
    Thus in that creed that we repeat most Sunday mornings, we say that we 
believe in “Jesus Christ, (God’s) only Son, our Lord…” but we also believe in the 
“the one holy catholic (that is, universal) church.” Sometimes it is easier to believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God than it is to believe that the church is the Son of God’s 
present body. That’s right – the church – you and me - we are Christ’s body.” 
    Of course the church is seen by many in our culture as being boring and 
irrelevant. Some would accuse us of maintaining an atmosphere of moral and 
spiritual arrogance, and an exclusiveness evidenced by smug self-righteousness. 
To use another analogy of Paul, we do not present to the world the most 
beautiful image of the “bride of Christ.” But for all of our past and present errors, 
this bride can look pretty good during a Sunday morning worship service, or by 
serving homeless families for a week at a time.  “This is my body, take and eat; 
this is my blood, take and drink,” said Jesus to his disciples at table one evening – 
Now, that’s an extravagant, utterly carnal idea of being the perfect host, offering 
the most extreme of invitations. 
    In our gospel lesson today Jesus tells a story. The farmer sowed some wheat 
seed in his field. Mysteriously, while he was sleeping, an enemy came and sowed 
weeds in the field. When the weeds and the wheat germinated and grew up 
together, the servants asked their master, “Do you want us to go out and root out 
all those nasty weeds from your otherwise good wheat field? It was a logical 
question for them to ask. Who ever heard of allowing weeds to grow in a garden?  
Any garden full of weeds will be a woefully unproductive garden. 
    Yet the farmer amazed his servants by telling them to simply let the weeds and 
the wheat grow together. He doesn’t want to put the good wheat at risk. He told 
them that there will be a separation at the time of the harvest. What sort of 
farmer is this who is so tolerant of weeds in his garden? Here is the sort of farmer 
who seems more interested in growing and cultivation than in weeding and 
separation. Is there a message here for us? 
 
    If we take this as a parable about the kingdom of heaven, and by implication as 
a parable about the church, I think we can see its challenging meaning for us. 
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Sorry if you think being religious means separating oneself out from the common 
herd of humanity and joining with all the good working, unbelievably righteous, 
clean and polished, and morally upright people.  In this Christian faith, being 
religious means to meet God where God meets us; and we firmly believe that God 
meets us – not on some high, misty mountaintop, not through long, lonely walks 
through the forest or along the beach - but God meets us in and through the 
church. That’s right God meets us here in church, in the midst of this group of 
sinners and saints. God meets us through this motley crew of people who have 
absolutely nothing that holds us together, or nothing to keep us in motion, other 
than the risen Christ among us. 
     Every church is a mixed bag of saints and sinners and it’s hard to tell the 
difference between the two because our roles are constantly changing and we are 
capable of both. So could it be that this parable urges us not to spend any time 
attempting to tell the difference between the two? Because, after all, we are all 
part of his body! 
    I realize this news flies in the face of current, popular definitions of “spirituality” 
which are highly individualistic, heard often in statements like, “I’m spiritual, but 
not religious.” But there it is – Together we are the body of Christ. Together we 
are to be God’s answer with what’s wrong with the world. Together we are the 
primary means whereby the world will meet Christ. Me and you … you and me… 
together….. 
    Let’s just sit quietly for a few moments and let that scandalous, astounding, 
wonderful truth make its impact settle among us.  And then, let’s get out of here 
and be the body of Christ! ….. 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 


