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Psalm 90: 1-2,13-17           “With All We’ve Got…”                         R.P.C. 
Matthew 22: 34-46                                                                   October 26, 2014 
                                             Daniel D. Robinson, Pastor 
 
 
     Here we are at church – here we are in the sanctuary – a building that most of 
us enter once a week for about an hour. We are here to practice our faith. But 
what IS our faith? 
    Well, let’s consider our text for today to be at the heart of what we believe.  
What Matthew is voicing today, through the teachings of Jesus is the great 
Shema. These are the words repeated by heart each day by the sons and 
daughters of Israel: “Hear, O Israel: The Lord, the God is one. You shall love the 
Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might” 
(Deut. 6:4-5).  In other words, love God with all you’ve got. 
    Jesus, when asked by his critics to cite the core, the heart of the faith of Israel, 
was thinking of the Shema when he said that the heart of it all is to love God fully 
– in other words, to love God with all we’ve got.  As if to give a rationale for this 
command, the book of Deuteronomy says, “The Lord your God has brought you 
into the land that he swore to your ancestors – to Abraham, to Isaac, to Jacob – to 
give to you, a land with fine, large cities that you did not build, houses filled with 
all sorts of goods that you did not fill, hewn cisterns that you did not hew, 
vineyards and olive groves that you did not plant” (Deut. 6:10-11). In other words, 
we did not earn this life and all the blessings of this world. We have received all of 
this as a gift. We are debtors. 
    Jesus is engaged in a debate with the religious leaders … again. They have 
accused him, so it would seem, of veering away from the true, historic faith of 
Israel.  “What is the Jewish faith all about?” they ask him. “What is the core; what 
is at the heart of it all?” they press so as to hopefully trap him. 
   Jesus says they already know: Love God with all that you have got, and love your 
neighbor as yourself. Jesus in his response to their question about the most 
important commandment joins the Shema of Deuteronomy, to Leviticus 19:18, 
the commandment to love one’s neighbor. Actually, long before Jesus was born, 
the rabbis had joined these two commandments together. So in citing these 
commandments together, Jesus is witnessing to the historic faith of Israel, not 
standing against it, as he has been accused. He is reminding the religious leaders 
of what they already know, thus using the tradition as a defense of his own 
ministry. 
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    Our love for God is supposed to be more than just an hour out of a week, or a 
piece of ourselves that we reserve for something labeled as “spiritual.” God wants 
all of it: our money, our time, our thoughts, our deeds and words. Yet, what love 
is more consuming than love of ourselves? Jesus, quoting the faith of Israel, says 
that we are to love others even as much as we love ourselves. So here we have 
some sweeping demands that don’t leave much room for holding back in our love 
of God or in our love of neighbor. 
    Last week we focused upon this question that these same religious leaders put 
to Jesus: should we pay our taxes to Caesar or not? Do you remember Jesus’ 
response? He said that we are to give to Caesar that which belongs to Caesar and 
to God that which belongs to God.  So what belongs to God?  Every Jew knew by 
heart those words of the Psalm: “The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof.  
So the whole earth and everything in it belongs to God! That means there is really 
not much left that belongs to Caesar, is there? 
    Jesus, in his two-fold response to his questioners, reminds them of the great 
affirmation of Israel. All that we are as God’s people, and all that we have comes 
from God. As those indebted to God for everything we’ve got, we are to love and 
serve God with everything we’ve got. 
    It takes faith to be able to acknowledge our indebtedness.  It takes honesty to 
acknowledge that what we have has come to us, not by our hard work and 
achievement, but rather as gifts of God. We can think of the Christian faith, which 
we received from Israel, as a lifelong training in honesty – a faithful 
acknowledgement of indebtedness, and then living our lives in the light of what 
we owe. 
     Such honesty and faith is not a ‘given’ our current culture anymore. Too much 
emphasis in our society is being placed on the importance of “Me.” Somehow we 
have all gotten the idea that each one of us is ‘special’, and therefore the world is 
to respond to “my particular wants and needs.” The concept and attitude of 
‘entitlement’ has slowly permeated so much of our approach to life. It has even 
crept into our advertisement jingles like “Have it your way….”, or “You owe it to 
yourself,” or “I did it my way.” That life philosophy has become our normal 
expectation:  it is all about me and what I want; I owe no one anything, not even 
respect and common courtesy. 
     I read of an attorney who is a bankruptcy lawyer who says that at one 
bankruptcy court, the bailiff opens court when the judge enters by saying, “All 
debtors rise!” Appropriately, everyone rises in that court.  Could any of us here in 
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church remain seated, if such a command was offered? Remember, we do pray to 
God, “…forgive us our debts……” and that truly is our rightful disposition. 
    A chaplain at a prestigious Ivy League school was speaking with a chaplain from 
another neighboring college. During the discussion the first chaplain was relating 
the incredibly exacting standards for admission to that Ivy League school. She said 
she was awed by the caliber of the talented students that the school receives, and 
all that those students have to do to earn admission to the university. Then she 
added, “The only exceptions are the ‘legacies.’” 
    The other college chaplain commented that he had recently seen a TV 
documentary on college admissions that noted how every Ivy League school sets 
aside a number of places for “legacies” – that is children of alumni, often wealthy 
alumni - those students who wouldn’t be admitted if it were not for their parents. 
    The chaplain from the Ivy League school said, “ Yes, but contrary to what others 
may think, I find it interesting that most of these so-called ‘legacies’ are some of 
the most endearing, hard-working and serious students on campus. Unlike many 
of the other students who get here by high academic credentials, these students 
know for sure that they are here at this prestigious university as an undeserved 
gift of their parents, and they are grateful.” Of course, if all the students were 
telling the truth about themselves, they were all at that university as recipients of 
undeserved gifts from the parents … as well as from their former teachers, their 
coaches, and all the rest who had impacted their lives. 
    Before the sweeping demands of God, we can openly confess that the church as 
we know it is only one tiny blip in its 2000-year-old global history. And as we look 
at the history of the church, we must admit that our current practice of 
Christianity has often veered away from the great tradition of Christianity in some 
disturbing ways. We are currently enthralled with faith as sentiment and 
sentimentality with an emphasis on warm, fuzzy feelings. Or, perhaps we have 
transformed the faith into selfishness, expecting God to grant us success – 
especially financial success – after all, we are faithful people, so doesn’t God owe 
us ease, painlessness and health? 
    Has our faith, and have our prayers become filled with personal exemptions? 
“Lord, I give my life to you, promising to serve you my whole life through … until 
… something better comes along.” “Lord, I pledge to serve you all my days, being 
faithful to you in a thousand ways…unless … I can find happiness in an easier 
way.” “Lord, I will never forget your name, and will tell the world of you … 
unless… my popularity is at stake.”  “Lord, my faith will be fervent; with you I 
promise to be content … unless… I am threatened with public embarrassment.” O 
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God, I stand and boldly sing, “Take my Life and Let It Be, Consecrated Lord to 
Thee” … as long as you understand that I mean “take my life” in a purely symbolic, 
metaphorical way, of course. So, “Take My Life and Let It Be, Consecrated Lord to 
Thee”, that is … unless … an easier way I see. 
    Dietrich Bonheoffer at the age of 25 had already earned both a doctorate in 
theology and wide academic acclaim. But it was only after that that he was 
miraculously converted from the study of God, to faith in God.  He wrote his 
girlfriend, Maria Wedemeyer:  “I plunged into work in a very unchristian way. 
Then something happened, something that has changed and transformed my life 
to the present day. I had often preached the theology of Christ … but had not yet 
become a Christian. I know that, at that time, I had turned the doctrine of Jesus 
Christ into something of a personal advantage for myself…  I pray to God that will 
never happen again.” “For all my loneliness, I was quite pleased with myself. Then 
the Bible, and in particular the Sermon on the Mount, freed be from that. Since 
then everything has changed. I have felt this plainly, and so have other people 
about me.” 
    In light of today’s Gospel, we ought also to admit that we too are guilty of such 
superficiality as well. We too are guilty of practicing a wishy-washy faith, reducing 
the Christian faith and its truth to almost anything we want it to be.  And it ought 
to be said that our faith is ruggedly individualistic, and personal. We think it is just 
between Jesus and me. Too many of have come to think that we can have a solo 
relationship to God without any commitment to the church and to fellow 
believers in the church. That is why there is this growing trend for people to say 
they are “spiritual but not religious,” - so it’s all about me and God, and I don’t 
owe anyone else anything. 
    Perhaps the good news in all this bad news about our “religion” is that a living 
God is able to break free of the suffocating clutches of a compromised church in 
order to reform the church. Perhaps in this church, in this congregation, on this 
Sunday, God is busy reproving, renovating and rebuilding God’s church. May it be 
so…  
    In this Sunday’s Gospel Jesus reminds us that the faith of Israel and the witness 
of the church rests not only upon the love of God, but also with love of neighbor.  
We can say that we love God with our speech, with our words. But the real proof 
of our love for God is in how we treat our neighbors – that is why both Jesus and 
the rabbis tied those statements from Deuteronomy and Leviticus together. 
Interestingly, both together are reflective of the Ten Commandments, which 
focus on our relationship to God AND our relationship to one another.  So what is 
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our record as a church for fulfilling that second demand of the faith of Israel?  
What is our record for keeping the final six commandments of God? 
    After a decade or so now of what has been called by some as “the new 
atheism” when so much religion-bashing has occurred, a number of people have 
responded by beginning to note the favorable function of religious faith. Take 
Bruce Sheiman, for instance. After a recent spate of atheist-authored books 
decrying religion and claims that religious beliefs are what are causing so many 
wars, Shieman, a card-carrying atheist, wrote a book entitled (get this), An Atheist 
Defends Religion: Why Humanity is Better Off with Religion Than without It.  In the 
book he argues that religion could have good effects in people’s lives. It helps 
people live happier and healthier lives by giving them meaning and purpose; it 
benefits society by establishing food closets and hospitals and orphanages, and a 
whole network of social services. Even when one factors in the bad effects of 
faith, says Sheiman, all totaled, people of faith do more good than harm in a 
society. So there you have it … an atheist agreeing with Jesus about “loving our 
neighbor as yourself,” and loving with all we’ve got. 
    Church is where we come, just like Israel goes to the synagogue, to tell the 
truth about ourselves: all that we are and all that we have comes from God. That 
is a countercultural word to hear in our society of high achievers and consummate 
consumers. And church is where we go to hear the truth about God: all that God 
asks of us is a complete love of God, a love born of gratitude for what God has 
given, a love expressed to our neighbor to the same degree with which we love 
ourselves. 
    According to Jesus, here is the core of what we are to believe and do. Here is 
the core of who we are and who God is. Here is the core of what God demands; 
and here is why we are to respond with all we’ve got. 
                                                                                                       Amen. 
 
   
 
  


