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Matthew 28:16-20                 “Hello Forever”                                   R.P.C. 
II Corinthians 13:5-14                                                                   July 19, 2015 
                                                  Daniel D. Robinson, Pastor 
 
    How to say “good bye” has always been an issue for folks – especially and issue 
for many adults. I have an Aunt Della – the only surviving sibling from my mom’s 
side who always cried when she was leaving us, or when we were leaving her. It 
was part of the extended family ritual. We could always expect Aunt Della to shed 
tears – even if we were planning to see her in just a week or two - parting can be 
just THAT difficult for adults. 
    But as children saying “good bye’ wasn’t such a big deal. When we got tired of 
playing with one particular playmate we would simply say, “Good bye, Adam. It’s 
time for you to go home.” “Or, I’m tired of playing with you, so I’m going to take 
all my toys and go into the house now, and you can’t come in.”  But we dare not 
be that blunt as adults, so it takes time for us to formulate our ‘good byes’. 
    Have you noticed how our parting dialogues run on, and on, and on? “It’s been 
good to see you….” ---“Yea, nice talking to you too.” “Right, you take care of 
yourself, hear?” --- “Sure will – you too!” “Maybe we can get together again real 
soon.” --- “Yea, I’d like that….”  “I’ll give you a call, and send you my email. Let’s 
keep up by Facebook!”  “Oh, and remember what you said about….”--- “O yea, I 
won’t forget....” “And tell your family ‘hi’ for me.” --- “I sure will. Yours too.” “So 
long; have a great day.” --- “You too …”  --- “I’ll try . . . “ And so on and on we go, 
ad infinitum, until that final goodbye fades beyond our hearing. 
    Of course, if you are pretty close friends, the ritual for leaving is laced with all 
kinds of “corny” sayings: “See ya’ later alligator.” --- “After while, crocodile.”  “See 
you in the funny papers.” And to date myself, “Don’t take any wooden nickels.” 
“Toodle – loo!” 
    So what is it about parting that drags us through such elaborate rituals? Those 
who have studied this phenomenon say that we drag on so, because we don’t like 
separation; in fact, we fear it. We especially don’t want to face separation IF we 
are having a good time; OR IF we are leaving those whom we love. . . . 
    This process of delaying our departures begins early in life with the dreaded 
“bedtime ritual” with our children. First there is that call for a drink of water; then 
the request for another kiss or hug; then a trip to the bathroom. Then is the light 
off – then on; then more water, followed by another trip to the bathroom. . . just 
one more bedtime story … please! Actually, what is happening is delay for fear of 
separation. 



2 
 

    Writes Harvard psychiatrist, Richard Gladstone: “Dwaddling and postponement 
of sleep, often expresses a child’s desire for a sense of settlement and order to 
the day’s events.” “Going to bed is a farewell, not only to the day – but to the 
people the child loves and trusts best.” Thus it is that we learn to resist saying 
“goodnight” and “goodbye” all life-long. 
    But not so with everyone – Some adults have managed to maintain that child-
like directness: When one older gentleman feels that it is time for late evening 
visitors to leave, he slowly, deliberately pours a glass of water. Then he noisily 
takes a pill or two from the medicine bottles by his chair, and says loud enough 
for all to hear: “Every night I have to take these pills, just before I go to bed.” He 
then swallows the pills with a big gulp . . . . Few people miss his message. 
    Another lady has her lamps set on a timer to go off precisely at 9:00 – get the 
hint? Still another man puts on slow classical music so that his guest will hopefully 
get sleepy or bored, motivating them to leave.  And of course, here at Riverside 
when the Fellowship Hour goes beyond a reasonable amount of time, FIRST we 
turn off the air conditioning, THEN the lights, THEN lock the doors from the inside, 
telling those who remain that the doors will lock behind them when they leave. 
    Still, for most of us “goodbyes” can long and uncomfortable. Have you had one 
of those telephone conversations where pauses indicate the call had technically 
ended, but neither party wants to be the first to say, “goodbye”? And saying 
goodbye in written letters can apparently be equally difficult. As one verbose 
writer signed off: “ … with thanks for your many kindnesses to me, who remains 
and shall everlastingly be, your most humble and obedient servant… “ What 
happened to a simple “yours truly” or “sincerely”? P.S. … P.P.S. … PPPS. 
    This all brings us to a couple of ‘parting farewells’ in our readings for today. In 
Matthew’s Gospel the Risen Jesus is saying a final goodbye to disciples before his 
ascension. This was the last time his disciples would see him ‘in the flesh,’ so this 
farewell must have been extremely moving, painful and disturbing. NOW the 
disciples would be left on their own. Sure, he had told them about the Son of Man 
who was to come. But this was before the Holy Spirit’s appearance at the day of 
Pentecost, so there must have been a great deal of fear and concern at Jesus’ 
departure. 
    And then we shared the closing remarks of the Apostle Paul in his second letter 
to the Corinthians. The Apostle is saying his final farewell to these fellow 
believers. But we note that in both passages, neither Jesus nor Paul prolong the 
parting. 
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     Both farewells are brief and to the point – yet each carry a challenge: Jesus 
tells his disciples, “Go … and make disciples of all nations … baptizing them, and 
teaching … and lo, I am with you always….” And Paul tells the believers as he 
departs, “Mend you ways . . . agree with one another . . . live in peace.” Two 
distinct farewells, yet each contain implied messages that carry a challenge for 
the future: “Go … in the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit … and lo, I 
will be  with you always . . .” says Jesus. And then Paul tells his fellow Christians, 
“The God of love and peace will be with you.”  Thus, the farewells address the 
sorrow of separation, but also contain hope for the future as we are continually 
surrounded by God’s presence. 
    In the same spirit as the two farewells in our texts, but with less brevity 
(unfortunately for you), I would like to share a few challenges for you to consider 
as I bid you farewell as your pastor: 
    First of all, I would challenge you to cherish and hold on to the warmth and 
caring fellowship which is the lifeblood of this congregation. Numerous visitors 
have told me they find this congregation to be a friendly church – and from my 
observation, they are right. You are a warm and gracious people, and you know 
how to care for one another – not every congregation is as open and inviting as 
that. That’s a gift to be treasured and further developed. 
    By the grace of God, you have established a community here that is much like a 
family. Sure, that means there are those occasional disagreements; but that is 
part and parcel of being a family, isn’t it? So cherish and hold on to that love and 
respect you have for one another. 
    Yet as you maintain your love for each other, share that love with those beyond 
this immediate “family” to God’s extended family which includes each and every 
stranger and visitor who comes to this place. Like a family, deal with the issues 
honestly, but avoid personalizing them. Rejoice TOGETHER; pray TOGETHER; 
sorrow TOGETHER; celebrate TOGETHER. Continue being the body of Christ 
TOGETHER. 
    Secondly, keep your faith in God and in the Lord Jesus Christ pure, strong and 
central to your existence and purpose as a congregation. Remember, through the 
Lord Jesus Christ all things are possible.  And it is through the power and efforts of 
the Spirit working in you that all of your efforts together will bear good fruit. 
As the Apostle Paul would remind you, YOU ARE SAINTS – not in the sense of 
being ‘holier-than-thou-people,’ but in the sense of realizing we are forgiven and 
commissioned as a gift from God. The Spirit already rests on each one of you, and 
that same spirit has already equipped you with gifts and talents to share with this 
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congregation and this community as a whole. Each and every one of you is God-
gifted, and therefore a capable person. And if you are willing to bring and share 
those gifts with this community of faith, this congregation can BE anything and 
DO anything to which God calls it. 
    Thirdly, get prepared, - for God is about to do marvelous things among you. 
Phyllis Tickle, writing in her new book, The Great Emergence, states that 
according to its history, the Christian Church goes through a ‘reformation’ every 
500 years. This October will mark the 500th anniversary of the Protestant 
Reformation started by the Spirit of God through Martin Luther and others. Of 
course, that means that the Church is on the verge of another reformation. 
    Note that the word can be pronounced RE- form-a-tion. RE-for-mation requires 
change. But the change the Church has and will experience is nothing to fear; for 
like all ‘reformations’ of the past, they are of God’s making and doing. So again, 
God is about to do a wonderful thing – 
     As my time of service to the Church comes to an end through retirement, I find 
myself sort of identifying with Moses, who led God’s people for a number of 
years, but could not take the people across the River Jordan to the other side – to 
that Promised Land; that task was left to Joshua. And it has not escaped me, that 
in this congregation, God has provided another Joshua - right in the church office - 
to help you get to the other side. So as you move forward and re-form, be 
assured, my prayers are with you. 
    Furthermore, I challenge you to claim the fact that ALL of our individual life 
journeys are brief in the continuum of God’s eternal time, but each life journey is 
an essential part of God’s eternal plan. The two farewells from today’s lessons 
capture that sense of continuation into God’s GOOD future: “. . . lo, I am with you 
always . . .” Jesus tells his disciples. And Paul tells the believers that the eternal 
God, “… the God of love and peace will be with you.” 
   The continuing presence of God is part and parcel of our Biblical faith as God is 
establishing His kingdom here on earth, as it already is in heaven. “When you pass 
through the waters, I am with you …” God told the children of Israel way back 
when they moved through the parted Red Sea; and from that time, God has 
always been with ALL people. Then Jesus breathed his breath on his disciples, 
indicating he was giving them the presence and power of the Holy Spirit. So it is 
that God’s eternal spirit continues with us, even beyond our goodbyes. God, by 
his providence, has allowed our Spirits to intersect and touch these past years, 
and now our spirits can never be parted. 
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    Years ago Dr. Jeremiah Rankin wanted to impress upon his congregation the 
fact that when we say the word “goodbye” we are actually repeating a shortened 
version of the English phrase, “God we with you.” So to help the congregation 
remember that fact, as it reflects both the sadness in parting, but also the hope 
we have for the future, Dr. Rankin composed a hymn. The words of the hymn are: 
    “God be with you till we meet again. 
     By his counsels, guide uphold you. 
     With his sheep securely fold you. 
     God be with you till we meet again.” 
So you see, it is God’s eternal presence which brings comfort and hope to all of 
our “God be with you’s” – to all of our goodbyes. 
    Columnist William Safire, writing in the New York Times Magazine related an 
account of a conference he attended back in 1982. He writes, “I became very 
close to several of the other participants.” “Thus when (the conference) was 
ending, the leader urged us NOT to say “goodbye,” but instead to say, ‘hello 
forever.’” “Saying goodbye to people you love is wrenching,” continues Safire.  
“When we say “hello until the next time” (or ‘hello forever’) we have a little 
thread that gives us a sense of promise – a sense of hope.” 
    I like that idea … So in the same spirit, and with the assurance that ALL of our 
lives are surrounded by the eternal Presence, Spirit and Purpose of God . . . I and 
all the extended Robinson family say, “God be with you . . .” “HELLO  FOREVER!”                                         
                                                                                                       Amen. 
 
 
  
   
 
 
  


