
1 
 

Psalm 148                         “On With the Show”                            R.P.C. 
Revelation 21:1-6                                                                         July 12, 2015 
                                            Daniel D. Robinson, Pastor 
 
    At the conclusion of a morning worship service at a downtown mega-church, a 
visitor shared a remark with the pastor at the door which might have been 
intended to be a criticism or perhaps a putdown.  He said, “I’ve figured out why 
the attendance is so much greater here than at the other downtown churches.” 
“It is because you put on quite a SHOW here! There is all that inspiring music, the 
beautiful stained glass windows, all the religious trappings, the pomp and 
ceremony … all that ‘chancel prancing.’ There are always those who want the 
church to be nothing but a good show.” 
    The pastor glanced around at the beautiful building, the ornate windows; he 
considered the uplifting anthem the choir had just presented. At that moment it 
could have seemed like the criticism had some merit – that morning’s worship did 
have some of the trappings of a SHOW of some kind. But not one to cower in the 
face of criticism, the pastor responded, “So what’s wrong with a show, especially 
if it is a well-intentioned, well-prepared, and well-received show?’ 
    One of the issues that I as pastor and worship leader, your Worship 
Commission, and the music support staff address, tacitly and often intentionally, 
is that fine line between worship and entertainment. Let’s face it - entertainment 
attracts and “sells.” That is because we have become almost obsessed with 
entertainment as a society, and we have come to expect quality entertainment 
for our time, attention and our dollars. But our responsibility as leaders of 
worship is to create an atmosphere conducive for worship - and that is NOT the 
same thing as entertainment. Much of our entertainment is experienced in the 
passive mode – at least for those who are being entertained. The program, the 
concert, the sports event “presents” us - “show” us the activity of others, while 
we generally stay seated as passive observers. 
    But worship is intended to be active, not passive. The purpose of worship is that 
we are to be giving God glory, and that cannot be accomplished if we are simply a 
group of “pew potatoes” watching what is unfolding before us. We are here not 
to just passively RECEIVE – to have something done TO us or FOR us, to amuse or 
entertain us. We are called to be here to GIVE of ourselves – to be active and 
interactive with the presence and power of God as we corporately express and 
witness to our faith. 
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    Consider this idea: when we gather here for worship, we are gathering to “put 
on a show” for God. Strange as that may sound, that idea is not far from the 
purpose of worship. Why do you think we carefully tune the piano? Why does the 
Praise Band rehearse? Why does the choir practice? Why are bulletins and words 
on the screen carefully prepared? Why do preachers labor over sermons?  Why 
do we have beautifully colored stained glass windows? Why do we turn up the 
lights and enhance the sound? Why do we get out the shiniest communion ware? 
Why the colored paraments and the ornate banners? And why do many of you 
wear your finest clothes, and why so we “put on” our best behavior here?  We are 
doing it all for the benefit of God who deserves such honor and deserves to be 
rightly glorified. 
    The Psalmist rightly understood that God apparently enjoys our prayers, our 
songs of praise - our trumpets, bells and even loud crashing cymbals’. “Praise the 
Lord!” entreats the psalmist. “Praise the Lord from the heavens, praise him from 
the heights.” “Praise him all the angels, praise him all his hosts!” So we have 
gathered here to “SHOW” forth our praise to God. 
    But that means the band, the choir, the preacher, the organist/keyboardist, the 
soloists are not here to entertain. We are here to offer whatever talents and faith 
we have for the glory of God. So did you know that spontaneous applause from 
the congregation makes us somewhat uncomfortable? Why? Because we are here 
as leaders of corporate worship, NOT as entertainers. Applause has become the 
standard, socially acceptable response to being amused and entertained in our 
culture. So IF there is to be applause here, please let it be understood by all, that 
it is being directed to God. Applause belongs to God; God deserves the praise that 
applause recognizes.  As theologian Kierkegaard said, “ . . . here is Sunday 
morning Theater in which God is admiring the audience – and we – choir, 
preachers, congregation - are ALL on stage doing our best to make it a ‘Show of 
Praise’ worth viewing by our God.” 
    Yet, worship is a SHOW at two levels - experienced in two senses. We are not 
only performing FOR God, God is also performing FOR us. The Germans have a 
word for worship: Got-tes-deist. It means “God’s service”: service in the sense of 
what we are offering to God, and the service God offers to us. Think about the 
dispositions we sometimes bring with us to worship: We might wander in, 
distracted. We might be anxious because of some issue in our lives that we are 
carrying with us.  But somehow in those moments of worship our distraction is 
transformed into renewed focus, and our anxiety into assurance, and we leave 
being refreshed and exhilarated. God by spirit has SERVED us. 
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    Which bring us to the focus of today’s lesson from the book of Revelation. . . .  
“Friends, do you suffer from the Post-Easter blahs?” “Has the ecstasy of Easter 
morning all but disappeared from your faith?” “Have you entered the LONG HAUL 
of ordinary liturgical time, compounded by the long hot, summer heat?” No, I’m 
not doing an advertisement for a new kind of elixir for the doldrums of these 
summer days of post-Easter. But what our passage is offering us today is a song – 
a vision if you will, for something refreshing and new: “a new heaven, and a new 
earth.” A voice from the throne is saying, “The dwelling place of God is with 
people. God will dwell with them and they shall be God’s people. God will be with 
them and will wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more,  
neither shall there be mourning, nor crying nor pain, for these former things have 
passed away.” 
    Now I ask you – is that song, or what? – Is that vision - a SHOW, or what? This 
vision was being addressed to a dispirited, disheartened church. The exhilaration 
of Easter’s resurrection was long past, persecution of the church was rampant, 
believers were being ignored by their pagan neighbors. Now came the long haul 
and the believers were being inspired to hold on! The vision came to John on the 
island of Patmos – the Alcatraz of that day. And the vision came to answer the 
questions: Was the whole Easter/resurrection account an idle tale? Was it just 
wishful thinking?  What happened to Jesus’ immediate return? 
    So what does God provide for those post-Easter blahs? God gives John a vision, 
a marvelous techni-colored, high definition dream – a SHOW! And what a show it 
is! The curtain is raised on heaven itself, and we see the heavenly throne. What 
staging effects: flashes of lightening, peals of thunder. The effects announce that 
God is live - on stage! – heaven and earth quake before God’s presence.  Then 
follows the vision as the revelation expands, sweeping through time and the 
cosmos into one great crescendo of praise: nothing less than a totally new heaven 
and earth. God moves off the stage down into the audience to be with the 
mortals. God is with us, next to us – wiping away every tear from our eyes – What 
a vision! What a show! 
    But what does it all mean? What does it all mean for people like you and me? Is 
it only a dream? Still, let’s remember, dreams become the stuff of revolutions, 
transitions and reformations when dreams are joined with our wills. All of us have 
dreams, and through will and effort, our dreams DO become our reality. 
    Presbyterian minister/writer, Fredrick Buechner, writing in LISTENING TO YOUR 
LIFE has this to say about dreams: “The tears of dreams can be real enough to wet 
the pillow and the passion of them enough to burn the flesh.  There are times we 
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dream our way to a truth or insight so overwhelming that it startles us awake and 
haunts us for years to come.” “Freudians and Jungians, prophets and poets, 
philosophers and fortunetellers, and phonies all have their own claims about 
what dreams mean. Others claim they don’t mean a thing.” “But there are at least 
two things they mean that seem incontrovertible: One of them is that we are in 
constant touch with a world that is real to us while we are in it … as the world of 
waking reality. The other one is that our lives are a great deal richer, deeper, 
more intricately interrelated, more mysterious and less limited by time and space 
than we commonly suppose.” So maybe the reason we are given dreams and 
revelations is they help us put forth the effort to transform what is, into what it 
COULD be. 
    David Buttrick, who served as pastor here at Riverside for a short time years 
ago, tells the story of a black woman who lived deep in the bayous of Louisiana, 
who had raised over a dozen children as a single mom.  The amazing thing about 
that was that she gave birth to only four of those children – the rest of them she 
either adopted or were foster children. When a newspaper reporter asked her 
why she had taken on providing for so many children with so few resources, she 
replied, “I saw a new world a’comin’!” Do we see how dreams and revelations can 
assist us in creating a different reality from the present one? Dreams SHOW us 
what could be, and bring hope to the future.  
    There is a church in the Northeast that had a stained glass window problem.  
High above the chancel, set in multi-colored glass was an artist’s rendering of the 
Holy City, the New Jerusalem as described in the book of Revelation. Some 
members of that church want to remove that window and replace it with 
something else, claiming it is “too otherworldly.” Their view is that “with all the 
issues with which we struggle daily, like air pollution, global warming, terrorism, 
drugs and crime, we need to focus our ministry on those issues. That window only 
depicted a make-believe town in the sky.” 
    The argument was probably much like the debate over the book of Revelation 
itself being included in the canon of scripture, nearly not making it into the New 
Testament. Theologians thought that John’s writing was too full of mysticism and 
dreams; there was little there that was practical for the living out of one’s faith. 
Yet there is something about John’s vision, his description of God’s SHOW that 
grips us: “. . . . a new Jerusalem . . . coming down from God  . . . death shall be no 
more; mourning, crying and pain will be no more. . .” What an inspiring vision! 
    By the way - that church decided to keep the stained glass window after all.  
They discovered that through the years the glass had faded, and through the 
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golden image of the New Jerusalem, they could begin to see the skyline of their 
own town emerging – one city could be seen now, transposed through the vision 
of another. 
    Returning to David Buttrick - he noted that the Book of Revelation is not simply 
written in the future tense, though we tend to read it that way. It’s claim is about 
what God is doing right now, in the present tense.  As he writes, “Now do you 
want to know a secret? Making New – that’s what’s going on in the world – that’s 
what’s happening! The Holy City is not the future perfect tense; it is present 
tense.” “NOW the Holy City is descending; now God is making all things new; right 
NOW God is wiping tears and easing pain and overcoming the power of death. 
Now! There is nothing otherworldly about the vision; it is happening now in the 
midst of our worn, torn and broken world.” With the eyes of faith, we can see the 
SHOW happening – now! 
     In the Book of Revelation we are given a dream, a new vision. It is from such 
visions and dream that God’s people through the ages have been given 
sustenance and hope. But this is not all only a dream – it is a reality for the living 
of every present moment. 
    In a very few moments we will be celebrating the sacrament of the Lord’s 
Supper together. This sacrament is experienced in two tenses:  In the present 
tense it is a reminder of the price that Jesus paid for our sins, and therefore is a 
somber occasion of commemoration. But the sacrament is also be experienced in 
the future tense, because it is the vision and promise of the coming heavenly 
banquet to which all God’s people have been invited. 
    We have gathered for worship – to corporately, actively participate in showing 
forth our praise to God. “O, come, taste and see that the Lord is good!”  So, “ON 
WITH THE SHOW!” Let us worship God!                     Amen.  
 
  
  
  


