
June 2015 

Down by the Riverside 
From Across the Pastor’s Desk... 

The word “boundaries” is in fashionable use in recent years. I used the word during a Children’s 
Chat last Sunday and indicated to them that boundaries are often necessary (except when it comes 
to sharing the good news – the Gospel - of Jesus with the world). 

Boundaries will be a key word again when you as members of Riverside and I as your pastor face 
my retirement on July 19th. Central Florida Presbytery in its wisdom has assisted us in setting some 
boundaries for the future. At their recommendation Karin and I will be leaving the Riverside faith 
community and will not be returning for 18 months to two years. Actually, ecclesiastical etiquette 
says that Karin and I should not and cannot return to Riverside until the new full-time installed pastor 
extends an invitation for us to do so. There is wisdom in such a recommendation, because I as your 
pastor need to “let go” of you as congregants, and you as those congregants need to “let go” of me 
as your pastor. My call from God has been to serve with you for the past 13 years, but now that call 
has come to an end. I dare not interfere with the mission and ministry of Riverside after July, for it is 
time for you to begin a new chapter in the life of this congregation, as I begin my own new chapter of 
retirement. 

In order for this all to work properly, my break from Riverside must be complete. Therefore, I will not 
be available after July 19th for any weddings, funerals or baptisms. If asked, I will consistently and 
forever decline. I can no longer be your pastor, but will hopefully remain forever as your friend. 

Karin and I will be remaining in the area because we own a home here and because our family is 
here.  Undoubtedly, we will see each other from time to time, and I hope we can check on one       
another’s well-being. Our conversations can cover a gambit of topics, but I will not be talking about 
Riverside and will certainly offer no opinions about what is happening there. I will always be lovingly 
interested in you and the life of this congregation, but wisdom dictates that I will not make any      
comments, or suggestions about what is happening in the life of Riverside. 

While Karin and I will be absent from your midst for a period of time, our daughters and their families 
may not. My grandsons consider Riverside to be their church and may continue attending there. And 
after a period of time, Karin and I may join them, but ONLY TO SIT IN THE PEW AND WORSHIP 
WITH YOU. Karin will be asking to have her name put on the Inactive Roll of the church, and if we 
do not find another congregation that suits our spiritual needs, we may return, and she may ask to re
-activate her membership. 

To some of you this process may seem awkward and unnecessary, but wisdom says otherwise.    
Riverside will soon have a new pastor who, with the help of God and the Holy Spirit will, take you in 
some new directions. When that happens, Karin and I will rejoice.  You will forever be in our prayers 
no matter what the future brings. To have served with you has brought us great joy for these past 13 
years.   Thank you for creating and being a part of our wonderful memories. 

     God bless you all, 

     Pastor Dan 



June Birthdays!   
Join us the first Sunday in Fellowship Hall after worship for a piece of cake and a Happy Birthday to you!!   

If your birthday is missing, please call the church office. 
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Bob    Baughman    6/3  
Cathy    Seeger    6/3  
Mary Baldwin    6/4 
Louise Segura   6/4  
Sandy    Bean    6/5  
Carl    Plaugher    6/5  
Evelyn    Donahue    6/6  
Barbara    Deal    6/7  
Bonnie    Leies    6/11  
Janet    Moulton    6/11  
 

Judy    Howard    6/13  
Suzanne    Rios    6/13  
Sara    Welden    6/13  
Judy    George    6/14  
John    Tumelson    6/14  
Jacob    Buckley-Rivera    6/15  
Annie    England    6/16  
Sammie    Krizan    6/19  
Betty    Meadows    6/20  
Bob    Brown    6/23  
 

Susan    Bilder    6/24  
Bob    Kellar    6/25  
Roger    Goodman    6/28  
Fern Wolle  6/28 
Joyce    Coon    6/30  

 

Riverside's Dr. Vernon Boushell Concert Series presents a 

free concert of "America" on Sunday, June 28, 2015, 3:30 PM.  

Conductor Aaron Collins with Chaplain Robert Ward will lead the 
Space Coast Symphony Winds/Chorus.  Be sure to bring your 
family, neighbors and friends for an afternoon of feel good        
American music.   

A free ticket is required and is available in our Box Office, Church 
Office, printed online from our website at www.RiversidePres.org, 
or by calling our Ticket Line at 321-525-7825. 

Mark your calendar!  June 14th is Older Adult Sunday at Riverside! 
 

Regardless of your age, please join us in the worship service as we honor our older 
members and visitors, and our longest term members.  

 
And afterwards we will all enjoy a light lunch during Fellowship time. 

 
Sponsored by Riverside's Older Adult Ministry 

  

 

 

Come and join in the fun on Monday, June 8th at 6 PM in Knox Parlor.  

 Bring your favorite “Pot Luck” to share and your favorite “Game” to play.   

Cribbage, scrabble, sequence, hearts, etc. will be available to challenge our minds.  

                  Beverages will be provided.  Come and enjoy the fellowship. 
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Session Synopsis 
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The Session of Riverside Presbyterian Church met on Tuesday, May 19, 2015 to address the         
following items of church business, taking action where indicated: 

The Meeting was opened with a devotion and prayer by Elder Ann Stone. 

The minutes of the April 17, 2015 meeting were approved without exception. 

The following were removed from the Active Roll by death: Mary Cummings on May 2, 2015,       
Barbara Stanton on May 13, 2015, and Gordon Scott on May 16, 2015. Affiliate member Carl         
Cotsamire was also removed from the Affiliate Roll by death this month. 

Reports were shared from both the Interim Pastor Search committee and the Mission Study         
Committee. Further work will be done by both and reports to the session will be presented next 
month. 

Education Commission reported on plans for summer classes for all age groups. There will be no 
church school on holiday weekends, May 24th, July 5th, September 6th and on June 21st when the 
congregation will be invited to attend a free breakfast and provide input for the Mission Study. 

The Ambassador Commission presented a written report. There is a continuing need for volunteers 
for ushering and greeting. 

Fellowship Commission did not submit a report, and Care and Support submitted a written report. 
Worship and Sacrament Commission was to meet the day following this Session meeting, so they 
likewise had no report. No Session action was required from these three Commissions. 

Personnel Commission reported that our Nursery Worker was going to receive $50 per week during 
the summer instead of being paid on an hourly basis. Cecelia is doing a wonderful job and we want 
to keep her. 

Upon recommendation of OMEC, the following donation were approved by the session: $1000 to 
Project Hunger for providing lunches to children over the summer when school is not in session, and 
$2500 to the PCUSA to provide relief for victims of the Nepal earthquake. Funding will come from 
the Bookbinder Endowment interest. The concert series schedule will be presented next month to 
the Session for approval. 

Property Commission reported that landscaping will be done on the east end of Calvin Hall and the 
west end of Fellowship Hall. We are awaiting bids for the jobs. 

Stewardship and Finance reported that up to this point the church has been operating in the black 
this year. Receipts are slightly ahead of last year at this time. Thank you members! 

The report from the Board of Deacons was reviewed, but required no action. 

The Presbyterian Women reported that their new officers and leaders were installed on May 17th 
and they are planning a field trip on May 28th. They will then take their usual summer break. 

The Session approved the use of the sanctuary for the wedding of member Linda Spellman and Mi-
guel Segura on June 14th at 1:30 with the Rev. Patrick Lindsey presiding. 

After a number of names of members were shared, who are in need of special attention and prayer, 
the meeting was closed with prayer at 8:30. 
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June News from the Presbyterian Women (PW) 

The Installation of the PW officers was held on May 17th during the Gifts of Women Sunday       

celebration at the 10:00 AM service.  The Presbyterian Women participated as greeters and       

scripture readers during the worship service. 

The annual Gathering of the Quilts took place on May 19th at St. David’s by the Sea.  The Stitching 

Sisters donated approximately 66 quilts and crocheted blankets. 

Our yearly field trip occurred on the morning of May 28th.  Prior to the field trip, the PW ladies had 

lunch in a local establishment.  At 1:00 PM the ladies visited “Operation Focus”, the Women        

Veterans Transitional Living Program at 3905 Grissom Parkway in Cocoa, Florida.  Operation Focus 

offers 28 transitional living beds for homeless female veterans.  Their goal is to insure these         

veterans have every opportunity to succeed in civilian life.  This is accomplished through             

comprehensive case management to assist in the goal of stabilization and provides community      

linkages that will enable the veteran to seek and secure permanent housing.  The VA Outpatient 

clinic in Vieira, Florida is the program contact.  This program is open to veterans with or without     

children.  Small gifts of travel soaps, shampoos, etc. were taken to the program.   

The PW will take their annual summer break and resume activities in the fall. 

Dates to Remember: 

June 4 – 11:00 AM PWCT and Year End Potluck luncheon/planning meeting at the home of Gail 

Marshall 

June 16-21 – Church wide Triennial Gathering, Minneapolis, MN 

 

-Gail Marshall, Publicity Chairman   

Family Promise News:   

June 14 is Riverside's second visit with Family Promise.  July 26 is our third. The June sign-up 
board is in Fellowship Hall waiting for your autograph.  Please take a copy of our revised 
Host/Chaperone book home (next to board) and read how simple it is to get involved.  Participate by 
preparing a meal, chaperoning, hosting or setup/tear down.  Riverside captains are listed on the 
back page and will appreciate a call. 

Riverside has been terrific by responding to this successful ministry.  We serve up to four families at 
a time, up to 14 people, four times a year for one week.  Our efforts, since 2013,  have sheltered 36 
families, 116 people (50 adults and 66 children) using Riverside resources and generous, loving   
volunteers for food and assistance.  Combine this with FP staff providing professional, intensive 
case management to address and alleviate the barriers to housing and finding jobs, has realized 
a 90% graduate rate for these families affording them unity and independence during a low point in 
their lives.  Praise God! 

- Dick Gerhardt, Coordinator 
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June in the Kid’s Corner - One Room School House 

Continuing in June and July, the One Room School House will have their Bible study at the 9AM to 
9:45 AM time frame just prior to the one worship service at 10 PM.  Come and find us in the          
children’s corner of Fellowship Hall. 

The One Room School House’s summer curriculum, Awesome Adventures:  Paul’s Amazing Quest, 
begins on May 31st.  The curriculum features Anna and Jake, youngsters, who will follow the     
apostle Paul on his amazing quest beginning with his conversion on the road to Damascus. Anna, 
Jake and our students will encounter a magician, a riot on Ephesus, and survive a shipwreck in 
Malta.  Take home comics, and activities will help us to explore the stories of Paul. The preschool 
and multiage groups will combine for the June and July months.   

The One Room School House will not meet on June 21st (Congregation breakfast in Fellowship 
Hall), July 5th (July 4th holiday weekend), and the month of August.  Miss Vickie and Miss Gail will 
take a sabbatical and return refreshed for the fall resumption of classes.   

Miss Vicki and Miss Gail happily welcome all students, new and old.  Please remember, One Room 
School House classes begin at 9:00 to 9:45 AM in Fellowship Hall prior to the one worship service 
at 10 AM. 

Happy Father’s Day on the 21st !!! 

 

-Vicki Geiler and Gail Marshall       

Circuit Rider Update:  An update from Indonesia (Borneo) where Riverside 
supports a Sunday school.—Praise the Lord Almighty for another month of 
abundance in His grace and mercy. We are filled with the zeal and joy of 
Christ, being given the opportunity to share the Gospel message to           
unreached people of Indonesia. MSSM gives us a way to see several         
villages touched by the hand of God. He is worthy to be praised all of our 
days. We want to give our deepest and heartfelt thank you to the sponsors 
who want to share the Good News with the people. Your hand in this         
ministry makes a difference to many lives. First, we praise the Lord for the 
way He provides locations for the Sunday School. We thank Him for every 

child that attends. By going to Sunday Schools and teaching the Word, we have seen the kids grow 
in their faith. They have great enthusiasm to memorize verses and know the Bible stories. Our 
hearts are full when we see them with a desire to know their Lord more. Phonics classes are a 
blessing to the children. They love to play games and listen to our lessons. We have enjoyed      
teaching such energetic and attentive students. We take the time to teach about the gift of a Savior, 
and how God sent His Son to die in our place. What an indescribable gift this is! We pray they       
understand the idea of giving. Through offering, we teach about what it is to give to the Lord. In one 
village there are two ladies named Evi and Sari who helped lead praise. Our prayer is that more 
adults would become involved with Sunday School, especially for the teacher training. We also ask 
that you pray for the number of students to grow. We are grateful for the faithful students who are 
with us now. It is not our place to understand the ways of the Lord. Yet we are thankful for the way 
He lifts the spirit of the people He touches. It encourages us to look forward  to the growth of MSSM 
and the plans of the Almighty. Never doubt the power of prayer and truth!  May you all be blessed by 
these reports and for being part of something bigger than ourselves. The Lord be with you, friends.   
Please Pray for the Circuit Riders! Thank You and God Bless. 
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