
FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR 

This month we celebrate an important milestone—the Pastor                        
Nominating Committee's completion of the Ministry Information 
Form.  Continue to pray for the members of the PNC as they begin to         
receive pastor information forms, discerning among those candidates 
the one whom God is even now preparing and equipping to be                           
Riverside’s next installed pastor!  
 
We also celebrate approval of Riverside’s new Mission Statement: 
 

“A Christian community gathered and growing around Word and Spirit, 
in mission and inspirational music!”  

 
The Mission Statement came to Session for approval from the PNC 
which in turn drew on the extensive work done last year by the                           
5-member group appointed by Session to draft a Mission Study as part of 
the pastor search process. With thanks again to the Mission Study                       
members Dave Bartine, Ruth Ella George, Wendy Gordon, Gail Marshall 
and John Tumelson.  
 
We will devote ourselves in the coming weeks to “interpreting” the new 
mission statement and God’s leading for us here at Riverside.  What does 
it mean to be not just gathered but also growing around Word and 
Spirit?  How does music relate to our mission?  Join in the conversation 
this summer as we reflect and respond to God’s leading in our lives and 
as a family of faith.  
 
God has been faithful to Riverside Presbyterian and God continues to 
provide for all that God is calling us to be and do as we move together 
into the future. 
 
Grace and peace, 

Pastor Melanie 
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Summer Fellowship:    On the second, third and fourth Sundays join us from 10-11 in Fellowship Hall for light                     

refreshments,  coffee and conversation.  Fellowship after the 11:00 service will resume in the fall. 

July 2016 Worship Calendar 

7/10:     8   Blood Drive 

 9  Worship w/ the band 

 10  Fellowship/ Sunday School 

 11  Worship w/ the choir  

 

7/17:  9  Worship w/ the band 

 10  Fellowship/ Sunday School 

 11  Worship w/ the choir  

 

7/24:   9  Worship w/ the band 

 10  Fellowship/ Sunday School 

 11  Worship w/ the choir  

 

7/31:     9  Worship w/ the band 

 10  Fellowship/ Sunday School 

 11  Worship w/ the choir  

 

 



PC(USA) General Assembly News 

The 222nd General Assembly of the PCUSA met June 18-25 in Portland, Oregon.  Teaching Elders and 

Ruling Elders commissioned from Central Florida Presbytery and 170 other presbyteries around the 

country met at this bi-annual gathering of the denomination to do the business of the church. The 

General Assembly took action on overtures from the presbyteries and motions from standing                          

committees.  

General Assembly approved inclusion of the Belhar Confession in the Book of Confessions and                   

recommended a new Directory of Worship.  The assembly also elected the first-ever co-moderators 

and a new Stated Clerk to represent the denomination; called for a commission to study                                  

re-organization of the denomination at the national level; recommended selective divestment of                     

fossil fuel investments; restored the Synod boundaries; and acknowledged harms done to LGBT               

members.  Details of these and other actions taken by the General Assembly can be found at the 

PCUSA homepage at oga.pcusa.org.    
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Bob    Early    7/1 

Ernestine  Kessel    7/2 

Ted    Schmoll 7/2 

Joseph    McDowell 7/4 

Kay    Halpern  7/5 

Susan    White    7/5 

John    Kent    7/7 

William    Myers    7/8 

Kathy    Wildmann 7/12 

Carolyn    Gibson    7/13 

Judy    Bartine    7/14 

Betty    Peterson 7/14 

Howard Roberts 7/15 

Bea    Lewis    7/16 

Bob    Rose    7/16 

Jean    Cornelius 7/17 

Louise    Hurd    7/17 

Joyce    Klahr    7/17 

Debbie    Burleigh 7/20 

Natalie    Lyons    7/20 

Teri    Monteith 7/21 

Les    Rudy    7/21 

Shirley    Moores    7/22 

William    Crock    7/23 

Owen    Burns    7/24 

Mandy    Herrnkind 7/24 

Mary    Mullin    7/25 

Sharon    Martin    7/26 

Charlie    Ragland   7/27 

Robert    Ward    7/27 

Jeanne    Kelley    7/30 

Ethan    Goswick 7/31 

July 2016 Birthdays 
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PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN NEWS 
 
 
The Presbyterian Women in Central Florid Presbytery 2016 Bible Study, “Who is Jesus?” 
will be held Saturday, August 20, 2016 at the Maitland Presbyterian Church, 341 North                
Orlando Avenue, Maitland, Florida 32751, 407-644-3455.  There will be a continental break-
fast at check in.  Lunch will be between the morning and afternoon sessions.  Cost is $10 
due August 6th.  Late registration will be $15 after the 6th.  Registration forms will be 
available with circle leaders, on line and with Gail Marshall. 
 
Look ahead and save the date of The 10th Triennial Gathering of Presbyterian Women in the Synod of South 
Atlantic on October 21-23, 2016 at Epworth by the Sea on St. Simons Island, Georgia.  The theme is “Looking at 
Jesus through a Different Lens.”   
 
The Year End Luncheon and planning meeting at the home of Gail Marshall will be rescheduled to later in the 
month of July.   The restructuring of Riverside’s Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team (PWCT) to the                     
Presbyterian Women’s Council (PWC) and the 2016-2017 plans/activities will be on the agenda.  All interested 
parties will be invited to attend at the rescheduled time.  
 

Dates to Remember: 
 

August 20  
9:30 AM  

PWCFP 2016 Bible Study  
“Who is Jesus?” Maitland. Florida 

 
October 21-23 

10th Triennial Gathering of Presbyterian Women  
Epworth by the Sea, St. Simons Island,  

Georgia 
 

Music Department News:                                                                                                  

I would like to give a very special thanks to Judy Bartine, who provided beautiful piano music and hymn leading 

for the 11:00 worship services on June 19 and 26.  Also, thanks to Scott LaChance & Eric Pluchino for leading the 

worship music at 9:00 on June 26.  Much positive feedback has been received, and I was blessed to be able to                      

attend the Montreat Conference on Music & Worship for continuing education.  I am excited to share some 

freshly acquired ideas on ways we can enhance the worship experience through our musical gifts. 

A few announcements: 

 Bell choir meets on Tuesdays at 7pm in the Chapel.  No experience necessary!  We are always happy to                 

welcome new members.  It’s a fun group but a small one– help us grow our numbers and bells! 

 Adult Choir meets on Sundays (except for the 1st Sundays) at 10:15am in the Choir Room (Chapel South) - 

again, no experience necessary and we even welcome older children who would like to sing.   

Preparation for Advent season is beginning—come be a part of the excitement and music ministry at Riverside! 

In Christ,   Darrien “Chili” Thorstad, Music Director 
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Summer Studies: Riverside’s Adult Sunday School 

 

The Education Commission continues the summer adult Sunday school program in July with a six-session video 

series by C. K. Robertson, entitled Hazardous Saints, Christians Risking All, Changing Everything.  The study will 

introduce Barnabas, Francis of Assisi, Thomas Cranmer, Sojourner Truth, Dorothy Day and Oscar Romero.  

These individuals made the powerful uncomfortable while bringing significant lasting change to the lives of 

those around them and to generations of believers who followed.  Hazardous Saints will challenge us to                  

consider how we too can reflect the love of Christ in creative and intentional ways. 

Jak Burton’s Knox Parlor Sunday morning class on Revelation will continue this summer and will set their own 

schedule. 

The video series will meet in the Pfeiffer Room (Fellowship Hall) between the 9 AM and 11 AM services, but will 

not meet on the 1st Sunday of each month. 

Video Series Adult Sunday school schedule: 

July 10, 17, 24, 31 

August 14, 21, 28 

September 11 

 

Save the Date:  September 18 and 25 - Curriculum Fair introducing fall classes beginning in October  

Dr. Vernon Boushell Concert Series 

Congratulations to the 2015-2016 Concert Series on the success of another year of providing quality concerts 

to the community - 8 years, in fact!  We give sincere thanks to Mason & Linda Gibson for their leadership of 

these events, the Riverside staff for assisting in publicity and execution and the LOYAL volunteers who, year 

after year, concert after concert, stand in the parking lots, at the doorways, set up , clean up and do such a 

fine job of representing the Concert Series and Riverside.   

Stay tuned for news and the 2016-2017 Series Concert schedule, coming out soon! 
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ADULT MINISTIRES  

Senior Fitness & Fall Prevention 
Tuesdays & Thursdays 

9-10 am            Fellowship Hall 

Will not meet on Tuesday, July 19th 

A challenging chair based group fitness program which helps the older adult in balance, 
eye-hand coordination, memory, strength and flexibility. 

Improves balance, memory, strength and coordination for the older adult. Suitable for 
any ability level. Each individual works at their own level in a class setting. All the                       
participants has to do is show up and have fun!  A $3 suggested dollar donation is                          
recommended per class. 

Adult Ministry meets Tuesday, July 5th at 7pm in Knox Parlor.  This is a group with a lot of great ideas and we 
are open to all who are interested.  Join us! 
 

www.riversidepres.org/adult-ministries 

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren 

We are proud to announce our partnership with Grandparents Raising Grandchildren of Brevard.  This amazing 

organization provides resources, legal help, counseling and agency support to grandparents who have found 

themselves being the primary caregivers/guardians of their grandchildren. 

Over the past two decades, GRG of Brevard has provided services for over 1900 families. Currently, there are 

over 8,500 children living in relative care families in Brevard County; enough to fill 10 public schools.  GRG of                 

Brevard provides cost-free, community-based programs and services that include: 

 Weekly therapeutic support groups; 

 Crisis counseling for relative caregivers; 

 Workshops and educational programs; 

 Advocacy on behalf of caregiver families 

 Community outreach and education; 

 Recreational activities and respite; 

 Emergency resource referrals for food, clothing, and infant supplies 

Beginning in August, Riverside will be a host location for their monthly support group meetings  Stay tuned for 

those days and times and be ready to share this great news with your friends and neighbors.  Many are in a                

similar situation as this and need our support and will be well served by the Cocoa Beach support group                   

location.  Please keep the families, children and organization in your prayers. 
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EFSC LAB SCHOOL NEWS 

Riverside proudly celebrates  its 49th year partnering with Eastern Florida State 

College’s Lab School, a "hands-on" educational program for families.  

They continue the extensive renovations in Calvin Hall.  Painting and work days 

have been scheduled; if you can help contact the church office at 783-6085. 

Free Toddler Days:  If you or someone you know has a toddler 2-4 years old who 

would like to see what Lab School is all about, encourage them to attend one or both of the FREE toddler 

days, July 26 & 28 from 9:30-11:30am.  Spread the word! 

Caregiver for Nursery: Lab School offers nursery care so that families with more than one child could have 

their younger child somewhere close while they were in class.  They are looking for a nursery worker who, 

for $10.00 an hour for 3 hours per day, 2 days per week, would be willing to give loving care to the children 

in the Lab School family.   If you or anyone you know is interested  in the position, please contact the 

church office at 783-6085. 

 July in the Kid’s Corner - One Room School House 

SUMMER VACATION IS HERE!!!   

The One Room School House for Riverside’s Kids will be on summer break during 

the months of July and August.  Our fall curriculum will resume on September 11th.    

With typical sporadic summertime attendance, the Education Commission decided 

to reschedule Judy Bartine’s July program of stories and music with “Noah and the Ark” until later in the 

2016/2017 year. 

Miss Vicki and Miss Gail will happily welcome all students, new and old on Sunday, September 11th to begin 

our new study of “Grace and Gratitude” in the book of Exodus.  Grace flows from God’s desire and                      

actions to free people.  Then and now, gratitude acknowledges freedom and the responsibilities that 

come with it including living in community with God and neighbor as partners who value freedom and        

respect for all people.      

Happy Summer Vacation Days !!! 

Backpack Drive 

Keep on the look out for good, sturdy backpacks for our upcoming backpack drive in                

August.  Our partnership with Cape View Elementary School in Cape Canaveral enables                  

Riverside to provide backpacks, emergency non-perishable food and school supplies for 

children in need.  Our backpack drive will begin Sunday, August 7 so keep your eyes peeled 

for those tax free days and back to school sales! 

Stay tuned to your bulletins and Friday emails during the month of July for more information. 
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Family Promise Hosting at Riverside:    

THANKS TO ALL THE VOLUNTEERS for their hard work and countless hours spent 

making this mission a success, hosting week after hosting week, year after year.   

We hosted twice in June and will again host in December at Christmastime.  If you can help, contact one of 

the captains:  Meals, Jack Sprunger, 783-6414; hosting & chaperoning, Pam Weiger , 784-6285; setup, Linda 

and Flip Boehmer, 799-1283; inventory, Carl Plaugher, 784-6285; laundry, Judy George, 783-5624;                                    

communications, Ruth George, 737-1335.   

"Many hands make tasks easier."   

Riverside Sunday School 

Did you know that Riverside supports a Sunday School in Indonesia, the 
world’s largest Muslim nation? Did you know that the children on the          
banner in Fellowship Hall are the children who are attending this Sunday 
School that we support? Remember to pray for the Teen Missions                        
Indonesia staff who go out weekly in difficult and sometimes dangerous 
areas to share God’s love.  

The May 2016 report of our Indonesian Sunday School follows: 

This month at Riverside Sunday School our highest attendance for a week 
of classes in Indonesia was twenty nine children. This month we have 
been experiencing some pretty bad weather that has been really rough 
on the motorcycles. Thankfully, God has been good and has helped us to figure out what was wrong with 
them. Nothing can stop us from sharing the Gospel with those who need to hear it. Thank you so very much for 
your faithful prayers and for all of your generous support.  

Mission News 

Food Pantry/ Grocery Carts 

Have you ever wondered about the grocery carts in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall?  Weekly, Riverside                   

volunteer Pam Weiger stops by the church to collect the food donated to those carts and delivers it to St.                                 

Vincent de Paul Society at Our Savior’s Catholic Church.   

They have a food pantry that distributes non-perishable grocery items to individuals and families in need in the 

Cocoa Beach/ Cape Canaveral areas.  Many of these families’ needs grow during the summer due to the                       

absence of school-provided breakfast and lunch.  

If you can give, bring your non-perishable goods to either the Sanctuary or Fellowship Hall and deposit your 

food donations into the grocery carts.  And be sure to give a warm “thank you!” to Pam when you see her.  She 

is our faithful pickup and delivery angel! 



        Summary of Session Actions: 

Stated Meeting, June 21, 2016  

 

 Authorized the PNC to submit the completed Ministry Information Form to Presbytery for approval.  

Once approved, the MIF will be posted on-line and the PNC can begin receiving applications from               

candidates interested in serving as Riverside’s next installed pastor. 

 Approved the recommendation of the PNC to adopt a new mission statement for use in the MIF.  The 

Mission Statement will be:  “A Christian community gathered and growing around Word and Spirit, 

mission and inspirational music!” 

 Received the report of the Treasurer indicating that “faith income” needed to finish the year with a 

balanced budget continues to lag.  However, the May numbers represent an improvement over April. 

 Received new members Elizabeth and Greg Britton, Heliana Brown, Sandy Maszy, and affiliate Jean 

Maynor on June 5; and approved the request of former members Bob and Betty Hackett to be                      

reinstated. 

 Received a report from the planning team for the 60th Anniversary celebration beginning on October 

2, and appointed two elders to serve as liaisons. 

 Approved a stewardship theme (“Trusting in the Promises of God”) and tentative schedule in                     

October. 

 Adopted a new Funeral Policy upon the recommendation of the Worship Commission. 

 Approved the recommendation of the Adult Ministries Commission to host a monthly support group 

for “Grandparents Raising Grandchildren of Brevard County” beginning in August. 

 Received the Property Commission’s report including the results of an energy audit and                                     

recommendation for light bulb conversion to save future bulb replacement expense as well as several 

other recent repairs and upgrades. 

 Received reports from OMEC and the Education Commission regarding on-going mission and summer 

educational activities of the church. 

 Received information from Central Florida Presbytery regarding disaster preparedness and                            

commissioned elders to review Riverside’s existing policy and bring recommendations to Session. 

 Commissioned other elders to also review Riverside’s policies on Child Protection and Sexual                               

Misconduct and bring recommendations to Session. 

 Encouraged congregational participation in the Presbytery’s Cuba mission trip Jan 18-25, 2017 and FISH 

educational event Aug 27, 2016 at Winter Park Presbyterian. 

 Approved the service of communion to homebound members on the first Sunday in July. 
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