
FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR 

We are beginning to look to the future here at Riverside.   
 
It is a future which will include calling the next installed pastor; and with 
the Pastor Nominating Committee meeting regularly to prepare the              
on-line job posting, the search process is getting underway.  But                      
Riverside's future also includes preparing for that new pastoral                              
leadership.  And that's where the congregation has some work to do!   
 
There is a tendency for churches in Florida to slow down in the                         
summertime.  As families flock to the beach for summer vacations, many 
members of our family of faith will be leaving for our own                                 
vacations.     Before we leave...when we get back...let us be a part of the 
new things God is doing here at Riverside.  
 
Beginning June 5 we will come together as a family of faith on the First 
Sunday of each month at one worship service (at 10 am).  The First                
Sunday services will feature special music, communion and a                              
congregational meal.  On the other Sundays of the months we will                  
continue to offer both contemporary (9 am) and traditional services               
(11 am).   
 
The special First Sunday services are an opportunity for us to reach out 
to our community. Bring a friend to Riverside for music and a message 
and a meal.  Invite your neighbors and co-workers to be a part of the    
Riverside family of faith. 
 
We’re not slowing down this summer. We’re growing in faith and                   
numbers.  
 
Grace and peace, 

Pastor Melanie 
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5/8:  Mother’s Day 

  9  Worship w/ the band 

  10  Fellowship/ Sunday School 

  11 Worship w/ the choir  

  12  Fellowship  

5/15:  Pentecost  & Grads/Teachers 

  9 Worship w/ the band 

  10 Fellowship/ Sunday School 

  11 Worship w/ the choir  

  12 Fellowship  

5/22:   Older Adult Sunday Celebration 

  9 Worship w/ the band 

  10  Fellowship/ Sunday School 

  11 Worship w/ the choir  

  12  Fellowship  

5/29: Family Promise Hosting Begins 

  9   Worship w/ the band 

  10  Fellowship/ Sunday School 

  11 Worship w/ the choir  

  12  Fellowship  

First Sundays  First Sundays  First Sundays  ---   Starting in June 

Riverside’s 2016 Summer Worship & Music Series.  

We will come together on the first Sunday of the month 

at 10am for one worship service,  Communion, special 

music and fellowship meal                                                             

May 2016 Worship Calendar 

1: Doug Olds, Joshua Thorstad 

2: Ned Tibbits 

3: Frank Fisher 

6:   Heather Hardcastle, Marilyn McMillen 

11: Art Wildmann 

12: Hannah Boehmer 

14: Dee Jenkins, Alice Ketterson 

15:   Gordon England, Carolyn Hattaway 

16:   Mason Gibson 

18:   Verena Clement 

22:   Georgia Baughman, Doris Orr, Chili Thorstad 

23:   Louise Hanlon 

24:    Mark Gordon, Wayne Ivan 

26:   Marc Josselson 

28:   Mark McCrery 

31:     Gerry Harris 
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Kid’s Corner - One Room School House 

The One Room School House for Riverside’s Kids has their Sunday school class from 10:10 to 10:50 AM in the 

time frame between the first and second services.  Come and find us in the children’s corner of Fellowship Hall. 

The One Room School House’s yearly theme is Growing in Grace and Gratitude.  In May in the book of                 

Hebrews, the children will recognize that Jesus calls them to trust in God’s grace and share their faith with             

others just as Abraham and Sarah did in the Old Testament.  In Acts in “Be My Witnesses” the children will plan 

ways they too can carry the good news of God’s grace to the ends of the earth.  In “The Spirit Unleashed” we 

will explore and celebrate the life-giving movement of the Holy Spirit in the world.  The children will practice 

telling the story of Jesus as Peter did in “Peter Tells about Jesus.”  Our last story “All Things in Common” will 

help children learn about how early Christians lived and plan ways they can also share with others. 

Picture Directory and Portrait Sittings 

Do you ever see people and wonder what their names are?  Are you a new member 

and wish you had something to help you put names with faces? Help is on the way!  

We are producing a pictorial family album to commemorate our 60th Anniversary! 

There is no cost to have your photographs taken, and you will receive a complimentary 8x10 portrait and                     

directory for participating. You will be able to view your images electronically immediately after photography. 

At that time, you will have the opportunity to purchase additional portraits to share with family and friends.  

Our first sitting days are scheduled for May 23 & May 24 in Fellowship Hall.  Additional days will be scheduled 

for December and January.  Sign up in the Narthex after each service on May 1st, 8th and 15th.   Or call the 

church office to reserve your slot at 783-6085.   To make our directory a great success we need volunteers.  If 

you are interested, contact the church office at 321-783-6085.   

 

Pentecost Offering 

Pentecost or the Feast of Weeks for the Jews, is a celebration of the giving of the Law to Moses 

at Sinai. For Christians, it is the birthday of the church and the arrival of the Holy Spirit. It is                  

celebrated 50 days after Easter.  For the Presbyterian Church USA, this special offering is all 

about children—helping young  people to begin life with a strong start. Sixty percent of the 

funds collected go to support the Young Adult Volunteers program, Ministries with Youth                 

program, and education and advocacy for children at risk trough the “Educate a Child: Transform the World” 

national initiative. Check out the PCUSA website for more particulars. 

Riverside’s 40% will be designated to The Haven for Children in Melbourne. The Haven strives to meet the 

needs of selected, abused and abandoned children in Brevard County and Central Florida. They do this by 

providing shelter in a homelike environment for children from birth to age 18 who have been removed from 

their homes because of neglect, abuse or abandonment. They have three homes that serve an average of ten                     

children. Check out their website for more info: thehavenforchildren.com 

Young people are the future of our church and the world. You can help by supporting this offering. Jesus                

encouraged people to let children come to Him. How can we do any less? 
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April News from the Riverside Presbyterian Women 

 Begun in 1922, the Birthday Offering of Presbyterian Women celebrates Presbyterian 

women’s history of  mission giving.  Giving to the Birthday Offering is an annual tradition.  

The Birthday offering was collected within our circles’ April meetings.  The 2016 four              

recipients are located in Kansas, California, Florida and the South Sudan.  These mission 

outreach projects include helping troubled teens, providing housing for the aged,                   

stopping the flow of children into the school-to-prison pipeline, and building a girl’s primary school. 

 The Gifts of Women Sunday is May 1st at the 11 AM service.  The PW will be serving as greeter, ushers,                  

communion servers and lay leader.  Continuing in the outreach mode, look for the PW ladies serving in the 

nursery for the 2nd service in May.  Also, PW donations are going for camp scholarships to Cedarkirk as well 

toward confirmation and graduation gifts for Riverside’s children and young adults. 

 The Stitching Sisters will participate in the May 17th 10AM Ingathering at St. David’s by the Sea in Cocoa 

Beach.  They will take this year’s production of quilts and afghans to be distributed among several local                  

organizations. 

 The Presbyterian Women in Central Florid Presbytery 2016 Bible Study, “Who is Jesus?” will be held Saturday, 

August 20 2016 at the Maitland Presbyterian Church, 341 North Orlando Avenue, Maitland, Florida 32751, 407-

644-3455.  There will be a continental breakfast at check in.  Lunch will be between the morning and                             

afternoon sessions.  Cost is $10 due August 6th.  Late registration will be $15 after the 6th.  Registration forms 

will be available with circle leaders and Gail Marshall. 

 Looking ahead to save the date of The 10th Triennial Gathering of Presbyterian Women in the Synod of South 

Atlantic on October 21-23, 2016 at Epworth by the Sea on St. Simons Island, Georgia.  The theme is “Looking 

at Jesus through a Different Lens.”  More details will be forthcoming. 

     The Year End Luncheon and planning meeting at the home of Gail Marshall will be held on June 2nd  at 10 

AM.  The restructuring of Riverside’s Presbyterian Women’s Coordinating Team (PWCT) to the Presbyterian 

Women’s Council ( PWC) and the 2016-2017 plans/activities will be on the agenda.  All interested parties are 

invited to attend.                                                                                                                                    -Gail Marshall, Publicity 

Dates to Remember: 

May 1 – Gifts of Women Sunday 11 AM service 

May 6 – Church Women United 9:30AM potluck lunch May Friendship Day St. David’s by the Sea 

May 12 – PWCT 9:30 AM Calvin Hall 

June 2 – 11:00 AM Year End Luncheon/Planning Meeting 

August 20 – 9:30 AM PWCFP 2016 Bible Study “Who is Jesus?” Maitland. Florida 

October 21-23 – Epworth by the Sea, St. Simons Island, Georgia   
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Summer Studies: Riverside’s Adult Sunday School 

  The Education Commission is introducing the summer adult Sunday school program beginning in June 

starting with a new video series (copyright date 2015) from Ray Vander Laan.  Israel’s Mission containing 5              

lessons on “Becoming a Kingdom of Priests in a Prodigal World.”  God gave an assignment to his people                 

thousands of years ago:  Bring “lost sheep” back into the love and safety of His kingdom.  It’s still our task               

today.  In this video series we will glimpse the urgency and rewards of welcoming the strangers and prodigals 

the Lord longs to embrace.   

The five sessions are entitled “Israel at Sinai: The First Great Commission;”  “Jesus Renews His Mission:                   

Seeking the Lost;” “The Lost Son: In a Far Country;” and “The Seeking Father:  The Lost Son Returns.”  These 

episodes are filmed in the Middle East and illuminate the historical, geographical and cultural context of the 

scriptures. 

In July a six session video series by C. K. Robertson (copyright date 2015) will begin.  The title, Hazardous Saints, 

Christians Risking All, Changing Everything will introduce Barnabas, Francis of Assisi, Thomas Cranmer,                       

Sojourner Truth, Dorothy Day and Oscar Romero.  These individuals made the powerful uncomfortable while 

bringing significant lasting change to the lives of those around them and to generations of believers who                  

followed.  Hazardous Saints will challenge us to consider how we too can reflect the love of Christ in creative 

and intentional ways. 

Both series have been checked out from our Orlando Central Florida Presbytery Resource Center.  Jak Burton’s 

Knox Parlor Sunday morning class on Revelation will continue this summer and will set their own schedule. 

For the two video series, our summer adult Sunday school teacher/facilitators will serve on a rotational basis 

starting the 2nd Sunday, June 12, between the 9 AM and 11 AM services in the Pfeiffer Room.  No video series 

Sunday school will be scheduled on the 1st Sunday of each month for the one worship service at 10 AM. 

Video Series Adult Sunday school schedule: 

 June 12, 19, 26 

 July 10, 17, 24, 31 

 August 14, 21, 28 

 September 11 

 September 18 and 25 - Curriculum Fair introducing fall classes beginning in October  

Nancy & Charlie Ragland would like to thank our Riverside family for all their  
cards, thoughts, and prayers on the passing of Charlie's father!  It has been greatly appreciated! 

ADULT MINISTRIES AT RIVERSIDE:  www.riversidepres.org/adult-ministries 
 
Adult Ministry meets Wednesday, may 4th at 6pm in Knox Parlor.  This is a group with a lot of great ideas!  
Thanks to these folks, we have  had game days and nights, exercise classes twice a week, hosted a nutrition & 
cooking class, provided education for caregivers and had a trip to the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary!  Come be a 
part of the excitement –we are open to all who are interested. 
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Mondays at noon & 7pm in Knox Parlor 

Pastor Melanie leads a 6 week study to help readers connect with the text!  

Meets Mondays at noon (bring your lunch) and repeats at 7pm (coffee & dessert).   

 

May 11th:  Geography- Exploring the Land 

May 18th:  Language – Hebrew Prose & Poetry 

May 25th:  Religion – Covenant Loyalty & Love 

May 2nd:  Anthropology – Genealogy & Enmity 

May 9th:  History – From Patriarchs to Prophets 

May 16th:  Sociology -Institutions & Relationships 

OLDER ADULTS CELEBRATION 

Please join us as we honor our older congregants celebrate the gifts and services of these individuals 

 

Sunday, May 22nd  

Worship at 9am & 11am  

Light Luncheon at 12pm in Fellowship Hall 

 

sponsored by Riverside’s Adult Ministry 

Last year’s celebration was such a lovely 

and meaningful time with one another. 

We sang our favorite hymns, shared                  

memories, saw  familiar faces and                  

enjoyed fellowship with one another in a                            

reminiscent way.  If you know of                      

someone who needs transportation, 

please let us know so that our entire Riverside family can participate!  See you there! 
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Riverside Music Camp 

June 6-10, 2016  

9:00am– 12:15pm 

 

God's Great Symphony:  Exploring God's Wonderful Creation 

 

A camp designed to encourage children's imagination and creativity through music. 

For rising 2nd graders through rising 7th graders. 

 

 Scripture & songs 

• Vocal, Resonator Bells, & Recorder instruction 

• Music appreciation & theory 

 

Cost: $10 per student, not to exceed $25 per family  

(Limited financial assistance on a case by case basis) 

Snacks will be provided. 

 

Registration closes May 15th, 2016. 

If space is still available after May 15th, registrations will be accepted with a late fee of $5.00 per child. 

 

Music Camp point of contact: Kathie Spaeth at camp@riversidepres.org 

 

Mail Registration Form & Check to: 

Riverside Presbyterian Church 
3400 N. Atlantic Ave. 

Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 
(321) 783-6085 

 
 

For more information and registration form, visit:  www.riversidepres.org/music-camp 
 



Indonesia  

Borneo - 2 Circuit  

Riverside Sunday School  

Where the Lord leads us we will follow willingly, down whatever roads 

He plans to take us. We do not tire of doing good to whoever the Lord 

brings across our path, for we know that He has given us that person 

to minister to for a reason. Whether it's a student or a person who des-

perately needs help, we are willing to do whatever it takes. All MSSM 

Classes are going well and the children are excited to learn and listen to God's Words. Praise the Lord. This 

month our highest attendance for a week of classes at Sunday School in Indonesia was 32 children. Thank you 

for your faithful prayers and generous support, it is key for the continuation of this ministry.  
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Missionary News: 

Riverside sends missionary support for the Carrikers yearly. If you have the 2015 

Mission Yearbook handy, check out page 48 (in  Portuguese) and page 49 (in                

English) to read about a small part of the work in Brazil. 

Tim and Marta are PCUSA mission co-workers in Brazil. They work with the                   

independent Presbyterian Church of Brazil and are located in Florianópolis in southern Brazil. Tim is currently a 

professor and consultant doing research and producing resource materials on mission, something that was 

lacking in Brazilian churches. Marta ministers by teaching mission-training classes in local churches, leading 

prayer meetings and singing. 

The Carrikers started out as mission workers in Brazil from 1977 to 1984 where they were involved in camp                

ministries, evangelism and new church development. From 1984 to 1992, Tim was a co-founder and professor 

at the Protestant Missions Center, the first institution in South America to offer long-term training for mission 

service. From 1993 to 1998 Tim was a professor at a seminary, then an university.  After a short interlude in the 

US, they returned to Brazil in 1999. Marta, not to be left out, is a composer of Christian music and has taught 

linguistics and language learning for missionaries. 

Tim and Marta, a native of Brazil, were married in 1997, and have three children. 

Family Promise 

Our next visit is scheduled for May 29-June 3.  Please step up and assist this worthwhile program.  Our sign up 

board in Fellowship Hall is ready to receive your position.  

This  effort is lead by six captains:  Meals, Jack Sprunger, 783-6414; hosting & chaperoning, Pam Weiger , 784-

6285; setup, Linda and Flip Boehmer, 799-1283; inventory, Carl Plaugher, 784-6285; laundry, Judy George, 783-

5624; communications, Ruth George, 737-1335.  At least call one captain to discuss how easy these tasks are 

and the little time and skills required.    

This is one of many outreach projects the church offers to the world community.  It's about caring and 

love.  God will be pleased, too, by your participation.  "Many hands make tasks easier."   



                                                     

Summary of Session Actions: Stated Meeting, April 19, 2016  

 

 Received the report of the PNC and the status of the congregational survey and discussion groups.  Finance 

to bring a recommendation in May for the proposed salary for the position. 

 Received the report of the Treasurer reflecting actual income exceeding projected income by $7,326 but 

also reflecting actual expenses exceeding projected expenses by $6,775.  Pledged income is down and 

loose collections are up—the total being 9% less than the total for 2015. 

 Approved preliminary plans for the 60th Anniversary during the month of October 2016, beginning with a 

combined worship service on October 2 at 10 a.m. and fellowship meal, a possible concert tie-in, and daily 

mission projects.  Further details, including budget, to be determined. 

 Approved the service of communion to homebound members by teams of Elders and Deacons on a                

rotating basis beginning Sunday, May 1. 

 Scheduled an Exploring Membership Class on Sunday, May 1. 

 Approved the transfer of funds from the Bookbinder Endowment to Kairos Prison Ministry. 

 Approved the hiring of a temporary nursery assistant June-September. Finance Commission tasked with 

finding funding. 

 Approved the recommendation of the Worship Commission to oversee training, procedures and                            

assignment of duties of AV personnel and volunteers.  Training date(s) and details to be determined. 

 Approved proceeding with photo dates for a proposed updated church directory. 

 Received the report of the Fellowship Commission scheduling the annual church picnic on June 5 following 

the combined worship service at 10 a.m. 

 Received the report of the Education Commission scheduling Graduate Sunday on May 15 at 9 a.m.                     

Teachers and Bible study leaders to be recognized that day at both services. 

 Received the report of the Property Commission regarding multiple building and landscaping                                   

improvements. 

 Received the report of Adult Ministries noting several new classes and outreach programs. 

 Noted with joy the baptism of Kailey, Kaidon and Kalob Bertrand on April 3 at 11 a.m. 

 Approved the confirmation of Kalob Bertrand, Kaidon Bertran, Torrie Dortley, Cody Neiman and Anna Ward 

on May 1 at 9 a.m. pending their successful completion of the Confirmation Class. 

 Noted with gratitude the work of Clerk of Session Sherrell Fischer in reviewing the minutes of Brevard/

Indian River churches for Central Florida Presbytery. 
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