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Down by the Riverside 

 

Announcing our Interim Pastor                                                                                                                          October 4, 2015 

The Session of is excited to announce the call of The Reverend Melanie Ruta to be our Interim Pastor.   

Prior to joining us at Riverside Presbyterian, Pastor Melanie served as Interim Pastor at two other 
congregations in the Central Florida Presbytery.   She was at South Lake Presbyterian Church, a 150-member 
congregation in Clermont from January 2013 until the church called its new installed pastor in August 2014.   
Like Riverside, South Lake has a large number of seasonal worshipers in the winter.  Melanie is currently 
finishing a second interim at Tuskawilla Presbyterian Church, a 250-member congregation in suburban Oviedo.  
She began serving at Tuskawilla in September 2014.    

Pastor Melanie was working as a career prosecutor in Orlando when she responded to God’s call to seminary.    
She continued to work for the State Attorney’s Office during her first two years at Reformed Theological 
Seminary in Oviedo.   She eventually received the Master of Divinity from RTS and served briefly on the staff of 
Central Florida Presbytery.    She completed her supervised ministry at St. Mark’s in Altamonte Springs, her 
Clinical Pastoral Education at Florida Hospital, Altamonte, and a pastoral internship at College Park 
Presbyterian.  Pastor Melanie was an active elder at Maitland Presbyterian where she served on a Pastor 
Nominating Committee, chaired Adult Education, taught all ages, was a lay reader, and helped lead a mid-
week outreach service.  She has traveled to Nicaragua with two mission teams, and has also served as a 
volunteer chaplain in the Seminole County Jail and for the Maitland Fire Department.     

Pastor Melanie grew up in Washington State where she enjoyed hiking and camping.  She paid for college by 
working as a forest fire lookout.  She and husband Steve (who hails from Titusville) met while they were 
students at Cornell Law School in New York.  They moved to Maitland in 1990 where they have raised their 
two children.    

Son Ted (22) is a senior at FSU studying criminology.  Daughter Beth (18) is a freshman at FSU studying bio-
chemistry.  The family’s home church is Maitland Presbyterian and they have been active in the local 
community and schools.   Steve is a lawyer in downtown Orlando and serving a third term as president of 
Maitland Rotary. 

After ten years of law school and seminary, Pastor Melanie has had enough of formal education but she isn’t 
done challenging herself to learn and grow in new ways.   Last year she took an improv class at SAK Comedy 
Club and is currently looking for a storyteller’s class or conference.  She lifts weights at the gym, practices 
yoga, reads comic books, enjoys baking and traveling and going to the theater.   She is eagerly looking 

forward to joining the Riverside family of faith as we 
discern God’s leading for the future and prepare to 
call the next installed pastor.   

Pastor Melanie will begin her ministry at Riverside in 
mid-November, and will begin leading worship and 
preaching on the 1st Sunday in Advent (Nov 29th). 

Welcome Pastor Melanie! 

 



WHAT’S NEW AT RIVERSIDE? 
Beginning Sunday, October 4th, we will worship at 9AM and 11AM in the Sanctuary each week. 
During the 9AM service, kids ages 3 and up participate in our Children’s Church after their chat with 
the pastor.  Adult leaders teach lessons each week based on the lectionary and each child           
completes an age-appropriate activity bulletin, and participates in their special music and prayer 
time.  At the end of the service, the children re-join the congregation to play instruments along side 
the Praise Band.   

 

Each service will be followed by a Fellowship time with coffee, lemonade and snacks in Fellowship 
Hall.  Our Sunday School for All Ages will continue with many class opportunities as well: 
 

Time  Class Name    Facilitator   Room/Bldg.   

9:45am Discovering the Bible  Kay Callaghan  Galilee/Knox 

10:10am 1 & 2 Samuel    Dave Bartine   Antioch/Calvin  

10:10am Evidence for Faith   Jak Burton   Knox Parlor 

10:10am Gospel Identity   Rebecca Burns  Capernaum/Calvin 

10:10am One Rm. Schoolhouse  Miss Gail & Miss Vicki Kids’ Corner/ Flwshp Hall 

10:10am TC Café: Advent  (starts 11/1) Kathie Spaeth  Pfeiffer Rm/Flwshp Hall 

 

In addition, Riverside offers several options throughout the week for group study.  You can find more 
information about these and Sunday School classes on our website, www.riversidepres.org, under 
Education/Christian Ed Classes. 

 

Weekly Bible Studies: 
 

Starts  Class Name   Description   Room/Bldg.  Day/Time 

Ongoing Women’s Bible Study The Minor Prophets  Knox Parlor  Wed/7pm 

Ongoing PW Circle - Hannah Ruth Come to the Waters  Knox Parlor       3rd Tues/1pm 

Ongoing PW Circle - Rebekah Come to the Waters  Knox Parlor  3rd Thurs/9:30am 

Ongoing PW Circle - Deborah Comer to the Waters  Knox Parlor       3rd Wed/7pm 

10/7  Men’s Bible Study  Ephesians, then James Knox Parlor        Wed/7:30am 

11/2  Women’s Bible Study Women in the Bible  Knox Parlor            Mon/1pm 

  

Always feel free to bring a friend or neighbor to any one of our Sunday School or Bible Study 

classes!  We welcome everyone! 
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The Riverside Music Team needs YOUR help!  Even if you have never played 
an instrument, read music or performed, we need YOU.  We are looking for      
people to help with ringing bells for the Chiming of the Hour.  The Bell Choir       
rehearses each Tuesday at 7pm in the Sanctuary.   

Also, now that we have returned to two services, the Riverside Adult Choir needs 
voices!  Please, prayerfully consider joining the choir, which rehearses every 
Thursday at 6:30pm in the Choir Room (south chapel).  If you have any questions, 
feel free to contact our Music Director, Chili Thorstad, at 243-1178. 



IPAD Instruction w/ Bob Howard 
 

Wednesday, October 21st 
3-4:30pm in Calvin Hall 

October Birthdays!   
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10/1:  Pat Appel, Priscilla Castillo, Cliff Schmitt 

10/4:  Jean Roberts 

10/7:  Gail Marshall 

10/9:  Kay Callaghan 

10/10:  Sean Bower 

10/12:  Nathan Olds 

10/13:  Karen Meighen 

10/14:  Elizabeth Utsman 

10/17:  Jan Hawkins, Barbara Sprunger 

10/19:  Jennifer Thorstad 

10/21:  Melissa Castillo 

10/25:  Jack Buckley, Tom Cummings,           

            Dakota Urben 

10/28:  Ann Stone, Jim Walker 

10/30:  Linda Boehmer, Chuck Torgler 

10/31:  John Bower, Zac Olds 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD 

Now is the time to start collecting items for the Operation Christmas Child    
shoeboxes!  November’s turn in date will be upon us before we know it.  See Cliff 
Schmitt or JB Olds for the plastic containers, or pick one up in Fellowship Hall or 
the Sanctuary.  If you cannot do the shopping, monetary donations are always 
welcomed!  Every year we see how much this ministry helps those less fortunate 
than us.   

Family Promise Golf Tournament—Ball Drop 

Family Promise of Brevard, with Riverside as a host congregation, has served 46 families, including 

92 children, since its inception.  With an average stay of 30 days in the program, 85 percent of our 

families have moved on to permanent housing through this “pathway home.” 

Our turn to serve comes up again in December.  In the meantime, you can help support Family 

Promise financially by donating to this year’s Helicopter Ball Drop for a chance to win $2,500.   Balls 

will be dropped from a helicopter at the conclusion of the golf event Nov. 7th.   A $25 donation gets 

you a single ball, or you can get four balls for $50.  The ball landing closest to 

the pin takes the cash prize.  Winner need not be present to win.  

Balls can be purchased online at www.events-familypromiseofbrevard.org, or 

see Joe Marshall, Judy George, or Pam Weiger.    Let’s all pitch in to provide a 

hand up for homeless families!  

“A belated ‘thank you’ to the many friends who were so thoughtful during my recovery  

from surgery.  The visits, flowers, many cards and goodies were greatly appreciated.  “ 

- Grace Rudy 
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MONDAY BIBLE STUDY 

The Monday Bible Study will start on NOVEMBER 1st at 1 pm in Knox Parlor.   
 
We will study "Life Lessons from Women in the Bible" written by Rhonda Harrington Kelley.  It will 
give you opportunities to explore the lives of women in the Bible and to apply the lessons you learn 
to your life.  This Bible study will be helpful to new Christians who want to begin studying God's 
Word, as well as to mature Christians who desire a deeper understanding of God's Word. The daily 
lessons, to be completed on your own, should take no more than 20 minutes.  You will read about 
the woman from Scripture, learn about her culture, and meet her family. 
 
Each member will be asked to buy a study guide for approximately $13.00.  Any person interested 
can contact Sherrell Fischer at Sherrell@cfl.rr.com or call 321-431-7312 by October 20, 2015. 

October News from the Riverside Presbyterian Women 

Ladies welcome back to the Presbyterian Women’s activities for the year 2015 and 2016.  Our       
summer break ended with the PW Coordinating Team (PWCT) meeting at 9:30 AM, September 10th 
in Calvin Hall.  The Presbyterian Women’s Yearbook was distributed to the coordinating board and 
to circle leaders for their circle membership. This yearbook will be entitled Come to the Waters and 
will the first year of our triennium.  Hannah Ruth, Rebekah and Deborah circles resumed their PW 
Bible studies in September. 

Four years ago the Bible study committee from the Churchwide Coordinating Team of Presbyterian 
Women selected the theme, ”Biblical stories of water,” for the 2015-2016 Bible study year.  Their    
focus was to tell the story of faith through water stories from Genesis to Revelation.  Topics to be 
included were physical and spiritual thirst/dehydration, baptism, the life-giving power of water, the 
symbolism of water, modern realities related to water, the connection between water and spirit, the 
parting of the Red Sea, and the wedding at Cana.   Our first lesson in our study book, Come to the 
Waters, explored creation from the birthing waters.   Out of the waters of chaos God created           
everything.  We explored the creation story, God’s goodness, the role of humans, and the place of 
rest in creation.      

Save these dates!  Our two church wide functions planned this year will be the Christmas Tea on 
Saturday, December 5th, 2:00 PM in Fellowship Hall and the White Breakfast/Communion on         
Saturday, March 19th, 8:45 AM in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall.  At our Christmas Tea the PW 
will collect filled Christmas stockings for the Salvation Army.  The yearly Presbyterian Women’s 
Birthday Offering and celebration will take place within the individual circles. 

The congregation wide offerings to support the PW will include Our Thank Offering on November 8th 
and the Blanket Sunday Offering on February 7th. 

Welcome to the fall and harvest season !!! 

Dates to Remember: 

October 8 – 9:30 AM PWCT Calvin Hall 

November 8 – 9:30 AM Church Women United. 

 

-Gail Marshall, Publicity   
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OCTOBER IN THE KIDS’ CORNER– One Room Schoolhouse 

Welcome Back.  Beginning on October 4th, the One Room School House will 

have their Sunday school class from 10:10 to 10:50 AM in the time frame          

between the first and second services.  Come and find us in the children’s corner 

of Fellowship Hall. 

The One Room School House’s yearly theme is Growing in Grace and Gratitude. 

The fall curriculum will focus on the story of creation and the story of Abraham 

and his family through the lens of grace and gratitude.   Each session shares a 

Bible story that reveals God’s grace for us. 

In October the children will learn to trust that God’s grace is passed from genera-

tion to generation in the story of Isaac and Rebekah.  As they study about Jacob and Esau, they will 

learn that God’s grace is at work even when life is unfair.  In Jacob’s Dream, the children will find 

assurance in God’s gracious and active presence. In the story about Jacob and Rachel, the lesson 

learned will be that persistence and patience foster healthy relationships.  Through other age-

appropriate activities, the children and their leaders will celebrate the meaning of grace and         

gratitude in their lives as they encounter a living God.   

The children will continue working on one of their mission outreach activities. The tied fringe        

blankets are being made and will be given to the children who come with their parents to the Family 

Promise week at Riverside in December.   

Miss Vicki and Miss Gail happily welcome all students, new and old.  Please remember, One Room 

School House class begins at 10:10 to 10:50 AM in Fellowship Hall between the two worship        

services. 

Happy Fall Harvest Time to all !!! 

FLU VACCINES 

Wednesday, October 7th  

9am – 10:30am     Fellowship Hall 

Medicare Part B covers the cost of the vaccine.  Only Medicare Part B and 
cash/check accepted.  They do not accept any other health plans. 

Price for vaccination (cash/check):   $25 Flu    

Bring your ID and your Medicare card (or copy) 

A MESSAGE FROM THE WORSHIP COMMISSION: 

The worship commission would like to thank Chili, the Praise Band, the Choir and the Bell Choir; our 
Liturgists, Education leaders, Children’s Church & Nursery Volunteers; Fellowship Commission;      
Audio & Visual volunteers; Ushers, Greeters and Ambassadors; Church Staff and our congregation 
for making this Riverside’s BEST SUMMER WORSHIP EXPERIENCE EVER!   

Anyone that would like to help with worship, including ushering, greeting, communion, etc. please 
contact Ann Stone at 783-5537. 



 
 

3400 North Atlantic Avenue  
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 

 

 

Telephone (321) 783-6085 
Fax (321) 784-5433 

riversidepres@cfl.rr.com 
www.riversidepres.org 


