
FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR 

Living in Florida, it’s sometimes hard to see the change from one season 

to the next. Likewise, being part of a church during an interim, it’s                   

sometimes hard to see the changes as they are happening.  But the 

changes are there! 

 A new vitality and vibrancy in worship. 

 New ministries and missions blooming like spring flowers. 

 A pastor nominating committee that is excited to hear from the     

congregation about what to look for in the new pastor. 

 And thanks to some hard-working members and staff and our new 

lawn company: new landscaping and shrubs in front of a newly-

painted fellowship hall; and a newly re-tiled shower for our Family 

Promise families! 

As we look forward to new ways of doing summer worship and new 

ways of reaching out with the love of Christ to our community, I invite 

everyone to find new ways to be part of the Riverside family of faith.  

Pray about how God is calling you to take your faith to the next level.  

Get involved if you’re in Cocoa Beach. Stay connected if you are away.  

Pray for the congregation, the PNC and the pastor whom God is even 

now preparing and equipping to be Riverside’s next pastor.  Be part of 

the future at Riverside! 

Grace and peace, 

Pastor Melanie 
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THANK YOU REBEKAH CIRCLE!  

The ladies in Rebekah Circle (meets the 3rd                        

Thursday at 9:30am) generously donated several brand new 

backpacks and lots of bags of food for Cape View students 

in need.  We and the Cape View counselors thank them for 

taking on this mission!   

Several of you have also donated food, and we encourage 

you to continue doing so because the need is ongoing for 

many of these families.   

Thank you Deacons for donating gift cards so that the families can buy milk, bread and other perishable items.   

If you would like to donate food or NEW backpacks, please bring them to the church office.   

Suggested food items are as follows:                     Instant Oatmeal 

Mac and cheese  

Canned meaty pastas (ravioli, etc); Canned meaty soups 

Canned fruits, vegetables 

Peanut butter 
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The Worship Commission would like to thank everyone for their help and participation in Worship during Lent 

and Holy week.   The special services and music made for a very meaningful Easter Season.  We would like to give 

a very special thank you to Pastor Melanie and Chili for all the thought and work they put into it.  We can’t forget 

Jennifer and Chuck for going the extra mile.    

We did different types of services and would like feedback from the congregation.   Please leave any comments 

in my box (Judy George) in church office or Email me at Jageorge42@gmail.com.     

Begins April 11th 

Mondays at noon & 7pm in the Chapel 

Pastor Melanie leads a 6 week study to help readers connect with the text!  

Meets Mondays at noon (bring your lunch) and repeats at 7pm (coffee & dessert).   

April 11th:  Geography- Exploring the Land 

April 18th:  Language – Hebrew Prose & Poetry 

April 25th:  Religion – Covenant Loyalty & Love 

May 2nd:  Anthropology – Genealogy & Enmity 

May 9th:  History – From Patriarchs to Prophets 

May 16th:  Sociology -Institutions & Relationships 

mailto:Jageorge42@gmail.com


Family Promise 

The Lord's grace made possible for two additional families to continue through the FP program and enjoy 

Riverside's hospitality during a low point in their lives brought on by joblessness and homelessness.  Their 

week - March 20 to 27 - afforded them training, discipline, motivation, meals/shelter and gratitude.  The latter 

was obvious to Riverside (and to our support churches Pineda Presbyterian, Merritt Island Presbyterian and 

St David's) by our visitor's expressions of thanks as well as their cooperation by respecting our property and 

rules.  This polite group of six left their area clean and organized creating no major issues.  The mother and 

son, mom and dad with a daughter and son demonstrated outstanding family traits that certainly                               

accelerated  them through this program; each in less than 20 days.  They now have jobs and an apart-

ments.  That's FIVE STARS in anyone's book!  Thank you for giving of your time to be a part of this successful 

effort.   

The number of church volunteers required per visit works out to be 40.  Consider volunteering for just one 

visit.  Serving fourteen meals often by teams, good listening hosts to accompany evening activities, overnight 

chaperones, setup and tear down, laundry, inventory and communications are the categories.  This                           

effort is lead by six captains:  Meals, Jack Sprunger, 783-6414; hosting & chaperoning, Pam Weiger , 784-

6285; setup, Linda and Flip Boehmer, 799-1283; inventory, Carl Plaugher, 784-6285; laundry, Judy George, 

783-5624; communications, Ruth George, 737-1335.  At least call one captain to discuss how easy these tasks 

are and the little time and skills required.    

Several of our volunteers are snowbirds in the throes of heading north.  Our next visit is scheduled for May 

29-June 3.  Please step up and assist this worthwhile program.  Our sign up board in Fellowship Hall is ready 

to receive your position.  

This is one of many outreach projects the church offers to the world community.  It's about caring and 

love.  God will be pleased, too, by your participation.  

"Many hands make tasks easier."  Call a captain. 
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SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS: 

 Senior Fitness will NOT MEET on Tuesday April 12th or Thursday April 14th (classes resume April 19th) 

 Rebekah Circle will hold a “Potluck Buffet Breakfast” on Thursday, April 21st at 9:30am in Knox Parlor.  

Bring a dish to pass and guests are welcome! 

 A special thanks to Surfer Joe’s Tropical Ice for loaning the Giant Jenga game for use during the children’s 

chat on Easter Sunday. Be sure to patron them and say thank you from Riverside!  They are located at 124 N. 

Orlando Avenue in Cocoa Beach.   

 Thank you to Buffkin Tile of Merritt Island for donating the new tile for the Knox outdoor bathroom                   

remodel.  Our Family Promise families use the shower during their stay and we are proud to offer such a 

nice accommodation to our guests.   



Happy Easter Egg Hunt – Happy Kids 

Smiles abounded on the faces of the 35 to 40                  

children who participated in Riverside’s annual 

Easter Egg Hunt on the 27th.  Children,                              

grandchildren, nieces and nephews and vacationing 

children joined in the fun.  

One mother told of how her two daughters have 

looked forward to this event on their yearly visit to 

our area.  This year was their fifth time to                           

participate.   

A great big thank you goes to Peter Cottontails’ egg 

hiding assistants, the Yosts, the Marshalls, and                    

Laurie Casto.  Thanks also go to the many who 

helped stuff the eggs.   

We are proud to say that we outsmarted the ants 

this year.  Trinkets had been placed in the hidden 

eggs, and the children collected their bags of candy 

at the close of the egg hunt. Special treat bags                      

prepared by Kathie Spaeth went to those children 

with special food allergies.   

Again, a great time was had by all.  
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Kid’s Corner - One Room School HouseThe One Room School House for Riverside’s Kids has their Sunday 

school class from 10:10 to 10:50 AM in the time frame between the first and second services.  Come and find 

us in the children’s corner of Fellowship Hall. 

The One Room School House’s yearly theme is Growing in Grace and Gratitude.  In April our topics will                

include a walk with Jesus on the road to Emmaus, “Our Eyes Were Opened”, Luke 24:12-35.   Next we will 

review that God loves us, accepts us, and gives us good things in our lives.  These good things are gifts of 

grace.  Our response is to do good works for the Lord, Ephesians 2:1-10.   Also, we will follow Paul’s words 

to the Ephesians to “Build Up the Church in Love.”  Let’s practice loving ways with one another to help 

build up the church, Ephesians 4:1-7, 11-16.  April’s lessons will conclude in 2 Timothy 1:1-14.  Paul wrote to 

Timothy reminding him that the faith of his mother and grandmother is also in him.  In “I Remember You 

Constantly”, the children will reflect on the faith and guidance they received from their families.       

 Miss Vicki and Miss Gail happily welcome all students, new and old.  Please remember, One Room School 

House class begins at 10:10 to 10:50 AM in Fellowship Hall between the two worship services. 

Give thanks to God for each and every day !!! 
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Motorcycle Sunday School 

The latest update from the Riverside Sunday School in Indonesia that our church 
supports. Check out the banner hanging in Fellowship Hall and see the faces of some 
of the children who attend. 

Dear Sponsors! We are especially excited for the new year ahead, because of the 
unique opportunity to further the Gospel in these remote villages. Over the past 
month, we've already seen God provide in various ways. It's encouraging to receive 
both materials and finances for Motorcycle Sunday School Mission, and to see how 
they bless locations all around the world.   Rain suits, gloves, goggles, and cameras 
were purchased for the Circuit Riders, and will be issued out from the Florida base this summer. We also received 
boxes of writing and craft materials to send to Uganda! Currently, there are several volunteers working hard at 
making puppets and cutting out phonics cards to send. Some workers are called to ride the rough terrains of           
Africa, Asia, and South America, while others are called to be a part of the production here in the U.S.A.                              
Whatever your occupation, we pray that God would be glorified through MSSM and your involvement. Thank 
you for taking part in this ministry! You continue to bless us, and we pray you are blessed by these testimonies. 

Riverside Sunday School  

Our teachers report that the students at Sunday School are excited to learn and listen to the Word of God. The 
teachers were very happy that the children are so engaged, and for that they praise the Lord! This month at                   
Riverside Sunday School in Borneo, our highest attendance for a week of classes was 32 children and a few 
adults. We love to bask in the light of God's love.  Thank you so much for your faithful prayers and for your                
generous support! This month we have been teaching our students how to be successfully live in the love of the 
Lord.   P.S. How excited are you to attend Sunday School and learn more about God and Jesus? Think about it. 
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ADULT MINISTRIES AT RIVERSIDE:  www.riversidepres.org/adult-ministries 
 
 

 Senior Fitness & Fall Prevention - Tuesdays & Thursdays at 9:00-10:00am in Fellowship Hall 
 A challenging chair based group fitness program which helps the older adult in balance, eye-hand       
 coordination, memory, strength and flexibility.  Improves balance, memory, strength and coordination 
 for the older adult. Suitable for any ability level. The class is designed with the participant in mind.  We 
 work on upper body movements as well as lower body movements.   All the participants has  to do is 
 show up and have fun!  A $3 suggested donation is recommended per class. 
 
 Games!                                                                                                                                                                                                              
 Join us Wednesday, April 13th in Knox Parlor from 1:00-3:30pm.    Refreshments are provided. 
 
 Nutrition & Cooking Class  
 Thursday, April 14th at 11:00am in Fellowship Hall.   Learn about proper food choices for losing weight 
 and staying healthy.  A donation of $10 covers instructor and food costs. Register at: 
 www.riversidepres.org/adult-ministries or contact Ernestine Kessel at 321-427-0607 or                                             
 eekessel@earthlink.net. 
 
 Caring for the Caregiver  
 Tuesday, April 19th, 12:00pm – 1:30pm in Fellowship Hall.  Anyone who cares for a loved one is invited to
  join us; or if you know someone who would benefit from this opportunity, offer to help them attend 
 the luncheon.   Caregivers often put themselves last, and we need to give them our support.  Lunch is 
 provided, free of charge.  RSVP to the church office at 321-783-6085 or to  riversidepres@cfl.rr.com. 
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Riverside Music Camp 

June 6-10, 2016  

9:00am– 12:15pm 

 

God's Great Symphony:  Exploring God's Wonderful Creation 

 

A camp designed to encourage children's imagination and creativity through music. 

For rising 2nd graders through rising 7th graders. 

 

 Scripture & songs 

• Vocal, Resonator Bells, & Recorder instruction 

• Music appreciation & theory 

 

Cost: $10 per student, not to exceed $25 per family  

(Limited financial assistance on a case by case basis) 

Snacks will be provided. 

 

Registration closes May 15th, 2016. 

If space is still available after May 15th, registrations will be accepted with a late fee of $5.00 per child. 

 

Music Camp point of contact: Kathie Spaeth at camp@riversidepres.org 

 

Mail Registration Form & Check to: 

Riverside Presbyterian Church 
3400 N. Atlantic Ave. 

Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 
(321) 783-6085 

 
 

For more information and registration form, visit:  www.riversidepres.org/music-camp 
 




