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Welcome 

On behalf of Riverside Presbyterian Church, it is my privilege and pleasure to welcome you as 
we worship tonight.  The opportunity to worship together as the Family is one of God’s greatest 

gifts. If tonight is your first time at Riverside, I am confident you will find it welcoming and 
inviting.  We are a vibrant congregation, dedicated to our Lord, active in our love for our 
neighbors, and fully committed to providing a safe place for all to experience the Divine. 

 

We take seriously the privilege of gathering together to worship the Divine.  The best way to 
imagine a typical Riverside gathering is to picture a holiday meal.  Multiple generations gather 

together, each person bringing something to the occasion.  The dress is varied.  Some are in coat 
and tie; others, in jeans and a t-shirt.  No one notices the difference, nor does anyone make a fuss 

about it.  Conversation flows freely; so, too, does coffee, cookies, and other snacks.  In time, 
everyone will be drawn to the Table, a Table set by our Lord and open to ALL! 

 

Tonight, of course, we gather to celebrate the birth of the Christ child.  As we do, my hope is 
two-fold.  First, I hope we will also find ways to experience Christ’s presence beyond 
tonight.  Second, my hope is that we’ll find ways of sharing that presence with others, 

particularly those that are starved to experience God’s presence.  If we are able to manage both, 
think of the great things we might do together in God’s Name! 

 

Again, welcome!  May our time together be pleasing to God, edifying to our souls, and able to 
further the Kingdom!  Merry Christmas and blessings on each and every one of your heads! 

Pastor Chris 

Stewardship 

To support the ministry of Riverside Presbyterian Church, contributions may be sent to the 
church office or you may pledge electronically at www.riversidepres.org. 

 

3400 North Atlantic Avenue 
Cocoa Beach, Florida  32931 

321-783-6085 
 

Office Hours 
Monday-Thursday: 9am to 2 pm 

www.riversidepres.org 

December 24, 2021 



 

December 24, 2021  ~  7pm Worship Christmas Eve 

 

News of the Kingdom  
 

Prelude The First Nowell Riverside Bell Choir 
 

Lighting of the Advent Candle Ray, Andrews and Johnson Families 
 

*Stirring of the Spirit#133 O Come, All  Ye Faithful  
 

Prayer of Confession, the Lord’s Prayer and Silent Confession 

God of Grace and Truth, in Jesus you gather among us as light 
shining in darkness.  We confess that we have not welcomed the 
light or trusted good news to be good.  We have closed our eyes to 
your glory, expecting little, and hoping for less.  Forgive our 
doubt.  Renew us in hope that we might receive and share the 
fullness of your grace.  In Jesus’ Name we pray as we’ve been 
taught … 

 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.   
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,  
as we forgive our debtors;  And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and  
the power and the glory, forever.  Amen. 
 

Assurance of Forgiveness  
 

Passing of the Peace 

 
*Hymn of Preparation #121 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 
 
 
 

* Please stand if you are able 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 9:2-7 
 
Special Music Let There Be Christmas 
 Riverside Chancel Choir 
 
The Christmas Story 
 
Special Music The Midnight Clear 
 Andrew Hiers, Chelsea Lehnea, Sarah Smith 
 

Prayer of the People and for Illumination 
 

Gospel Reading Luke 2:1-7 
 

Sermon A Decree  Worth Making Rev. Dr. Chris Carson 
 

Sacrament of Communion 
 Words of Institution 
 Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 Sharing of the Elements 

 

Lighting of Candles 
 

*Sending Song #122 Silent Night 
 

*Benediction 
 

Postlude 

Next Steps 

Wondering what your Next Steps with Riverside might be?  The Session would 
love to explore this with you!  We meet the 1st Sunday of every month, at 9:00 am  

in the Judea Room in the Knox (office) building.  All questions and people  
are welcome!  See Pastor Chris for more info. 



Worship Notes, December 24, 2021
Welcome to worship!  We are excited you are 
here!  As you attend worship today, use this 
sheet to help you stay engaged and learn. 

What nice thing did you do for 
another today?  What did you do?

God loves you – and so does your church family!!!

Today’s passage comes from Luke 2:1-7
2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor 

Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2 This was the first registration and 

was taken while Quirinius was governor of 
Syria. 3 All went to their own towns to be 

registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of 
Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David 
called Bethlehem, because he was descended from 
the house and family of David. 5 He went to be 
registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged 

and who was expecting a child. 6 While they were 
there, the time came for her to deliver her 

child. 7 And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a 
manger, because there was no place for them in 

the inn.

Underline what you like in today’s passage. 

Circle what is confusing in the passage. Later 
today, ask someone to explain it to you. 

Put a box around the main part. Tell another 
what you think is special about it.

If you were speaking about today’s passage, 
what would you say?

What did you learn about God today?

What word did you hear over and 
over today?  What does it mean?

What word did you hear over and 
over today?  What does it mean?

What was your favorite song today?  
Why?
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