
 

 

3400 North Atlantic Avenue 
Cocoa Beach, FL  32931 
Phone:  321-783-6085 

 
riversidepres@cfl.rr.com 
www.riversidepres.org 

Sunday School for All Ages at 10:15 AM 
  

One Room School House (K-4th graders)  Pfeiffer Room 
 Can We Talk?  (5th-8th graders)  Fellowship Hall  Stage 

Kerygma Discovering the Bible—Galilee (Knox Hall)  
Thoughtful Christian—Fellowship Hall  

Tuning into God’s Message—Knox Parlor 
 
 
 THIS WEEK AT RIVERSIDE:         
 Sun:  9:00 a.m. Worship with the Band - Sanctuary 
    10:15  a.m. Sunday School for All Ages  
    11:00 a.m. Worship with the Choir - Sanctuary 
    3:30 p.m. Blue Christmas Service - Sanctuary 
      
 Mon:  7:00 p.m. NA Meeting - Pfeiffer Room 
  
 Tues:  7:00 p.m. Deacons - Knox 
 
 Wed:      7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study - Knox  Parlor 
    10:00 a.m.   Prayer Circle - Knox Parlor  
 
 Thurs:  7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice - Choir Room 
 
 Sat:   10:00 a.m. Rehearsal for Children’s Pageant 

 

 

December 11, 2016 



 

 

 
 
In Advent we expectantly wait for the One who has 
already come. We anticipate the promised justice of 
God’s new world, yet we praise God who raised the 
“righteous branch” to rule with justice and righteous-
ness. We hope for the restoration of the afflicted, the 
tormented, and the grieving, yet we delight that   
healing has come in Christ. We long for the beating of 
swords into plowshares, yet we rejoice that the 
Prince of Peace has appeared. We yearn for the      
barren deserts of our inner cities to flourish, yet we 
laud the desert Rose that has bloomed. We dream of 
the land where lions and lambs live in harmony, yet 
we acclaim the child born to lead us into the        
promised land. 
 
An excerpt from the Companion to the Book of      
Common Worship (Geneva Press, 2003, 96) 
 

_____________________________ 
 

Today we welcome Rev. Dr. Shepp Lawrence to our 
pulpit. Dr. Lawrence is a long-time member of Central 
Florida Presbytery and a frequent guest preacher in 

churches throughout our presbytery.  

 

 

 

Advent at Riverside 
 

Blue Christmas Service 
TODAY, December 11 at 3:30 PM 

 
Children’s Christmas Pageant 

Sunday, December 18 at 3:30 PM 
 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Saturday, December 24 at 7:00 PM 

 
Christmas Morning Worship Service 

Sunday, December 25 at 10:00 AM 
 

 

Pastor Michael  Hafele’s first Sunday in the pulpit is December 18.   

Invite a friend or neighbor to come as we welcome Riverside’s new 
pastor and his family: Claudia, Nikolas and Carina     

Worship at 9 and 11.   



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Blue Christmas Service is today at 3:30 PM in the sanctuary.  Join us 
in the  Riverside Presbyterian Church Sanctuary as we acknowledge 
pain, grief, and loss amidst the yuletide celebrations. We will light 
candles in memory of those we love and miss, and remember that 
the joy of Christmas comes from the One who comes to heal our 
wounds and grant us His peace.  

Cape View Elementary Angel Tree.  Pick up a clothing or backpack 
request from the tree in Fellowship Hall, buy the item and return it 
unwrapped to the church office.  Be an angel to a child at Christmas.  

Children’s Pageant  Dec. 18 at 3:30 PM. Join us for “The King’s   Birth-
day,” a children’s musical with audience sing-a-long. If your child or a 
child you know would like to participate in this play, please email 
Camp@RiversidePres.org. Hot dog dinner to follow. Please make a 
reservation for the dinner at the box office in fellowship hall. 

Pastoral care concerns this week: call the church office or Deacon 
Wendy Gordon or Elders Judy George or George Spaeth.      

The Family Promise families will be here from December 25 through 
31.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

Bible Study at the Browns will suspend meetings for the holiday  
season.  They will resume on Friday, January 6. 

New Pastor Relocation. If you would like to donate to assist in      
relocation fees for our new Pastor, please indicate this on your     
donation envelope.  Thank you! 

Cookie Sunday is December 18th. Please bring Fresh cookies to    
Fellowship Hall. Care and Support will create beautiful baskets to 
take to these cookies to home bound, hospitalized, those in rehab, 
and that are lonely. 

Senior fitness classes will be held in Fellowship Hall every Tuesday at 
9:30 AM , beginning January 3. Bring your own hand weights.  Chairs 
and bands will be provided. 

Pledge envelopes for 2017 are available in the Narthex. 

The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God  by Dave and Carolyn 
Hattaway  in honor of their children and grandchildren. 

 

 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

9:00 a.m. 
    

 
GATHERING 

Above All 
 
 

WELCOME 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  
 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel  (v. 1) 

 
PRAISE 

*Thank You Lord 
*We Are the Body 

Hallelujah Christmas (Confession) 
Mary Did You Know (Offering) 

 
YOUTH CHOIR 

      
ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 

 
 

THE WORD 
 

Matthew 11:2-11 
“No One Likes to Wait” 

Rev. Dr. Shepp Lawrence  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
 

TAKING OUR FAITH INTO THE WORLD 
O Come All Ye Faithful 

 
*Please rise in body or in spirit                               



 

 

   ORDER OF WORSHIP (Dec 11/Advent 3 Joy) 
11:00 a.m. 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME  

CHORAL INTROIT      “Advent Wreath”             Arr. Cheryl Kaye 

*CALL TO WORSHIP  and LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE 

Reader 1:  We light this candle as a symbol of the joy to be found in 
   God’s kingdom. 
Reader 2:  For the Lord elevates the lowly, releases the captive, and 
   brings sight to the blind.  
Reader 1:  We rejoice in his justice and mercy.  
All:   Come, Lord Jesus, come! 

YOUTH CHOIR 

*HYMN       “O Come, All Ye Faithful”            No. 133, vs. 1, 3 & 4       

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
You have taught us to be patient, and promised to supply our 
needs, O God.  Yet we grow weary of waiting and restless with our 
wants. We blame troubles on sisters and brothers, withholding 
from them the tolerance and care You have shown us. O God,      
forgive our indulgence and help us to stand firm. In Christ you 
showed patience with the world in spite of the cross. Teach us to 
be patient, that in Christ we may have endurance in spite of our 
need.   

(Silent prayers of  confession) 

*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader:  Know this: that we are assured of God’s forgiveness, for we 
have a high priest set over the household of God, Jesus Christ, the 
new and living way.  

All: Let us therefore make our approach in sincerity and confidence, 
our quality hearts sprinkled clean, our bodies washed with pure 
water. The Giver of the promise is to be trusted. 

 

 

*PASSING THE PEACE 
*RESPONSE     Gloria Patri 

OFFERING               “I Wonder as I Wander-Appalachian Carol”   
    arr. John Jacob Niles            Chancel Choir         Soloist: Kay Hughes 

*RESPONSE                             Doxology 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

*HYMN                         “  The First Nowell"               No. 147, vs.  1,2 & 6 

THE WORD 
   FIRST READING                   James 5:7-10                       page 231 
   SECOND READING                   Matthew 11:2-11                       page 11 

SERMON                          “No One Likes to Wait”  
                                     Rev. Dr. Shepp Lawrence  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Unison)          
Our God causes new life to spring forth in the desert and that 
which was barren to yield. By God’s will, waters cascade in dry plac-
es and rushing torrents subside to a flow. By God’s design the cro-
cus blooms as a sign that the winter shall end. As God has prom-
ised, weak hands are made strong, and feeble knees become firm. 
Those who are fearful gain boldness, the lost acquire sight. God’s 
gifts are not exhausted by time, or depleted through use. Our God 
is a God of surprises. He is above us and beyond us, yet dwells 
among us. For all that he is and shall be, we give thanks and praise 
to His  holy name. Amen. 
 
 *HYMN             “Joy to the World”              No.  134, vs. 1, 3 & 4 
     
*BENEDICTION  
 
*POSTLUDE   “A Christmas Fantasy on Old English Carols”      W.T. Best 
   
      
*Please rise in body or in spirit            


