
 

 

3400 North Atlantic Avenue 
Cocoa Beach, FL  32931 
Phone:  321-783-6085 

 
riversidepres@cfl.rr.com 
www.riversidepres.org 

Sunday School for All Ages at 10:15 AM 
  

One Room School House (K-4th graders)  Pfeiffer Room 
 Can We Talk?  (5th-8th graders)  Fellowship Hall  Stage 

Kerygma Discovering the Bible—Galilee (Knox Hall)  
Thoughtful Christian—Fellowship Hall  

Tuning into God’s Message—Knox Parlor 
 
 THIS WEEK AT RIVERSIDE:         
 Sun:  9:00 a.m. Worship with the Band - Sanctuary 
    10:15  a.m. Sunday School for All Ages  
    11:00 a.m. Worship with the Choir - Sanctuary 
    3:30 p.m. Children’s Pageant - Sanctuary 
      
 Mon:  7:00 p.m. NA Meeting - Pfeiffer Room 
  
 Tues:  7:00 p.m. Session - Knox 
 
 Wed:      7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study - Knox  Parlor 
    10:00 a.m.   Prayer Circle - Knox Parlor  
    12:30 p.m. Stitchin’ Sisters 
 
 Thurs:  7:00 p.m.  Choir Practice - Choir Room 
 
 Sat:   7:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
 
 Sun:  10:00 a.m. CHRISTMAS DAY Combined Service 

 

 

December 18, 2016 



 

 

 
 
The last week before Christmas! This is absolutely a frenetic week 
for you, for your family, for your kids and grandkids. Perhaps,       
procrastination has ruled the season and you are finding yourself at 
wits end to try to fit all that needs to be done in the next few days, 
or that the relentless pace of work or searching for work has found 
you captivated by worry, or maybe this year finds you waiting upon 
test results from the doctor or waiting upon word of health of a 
loved one that brings you fear and uncertainty, perhaps the season 
reminds you of hurt and pain of brokenness of a relationship. 

You have every right to feel the way you do. Your experiences are 
real. The pace. The anxiety. The worry. The fear. The brokenness. 
They are all real. Today, we light the candle of love; of God's love 
poured out in the midst of all our experiences, all of our challenges, 
all of the baggage that life has brought to us. This is beyond a mere 
platitude we put on Christmas cards or reference to other Christians 
on a Sunday morning. The love of Christ invades into those             
moments; not to solve them but to empower us to endure amidst of 
them. The witness of the birth of Christ is exactly that reality: that 
God invades the muck and mire that life throws at us so that we may 
see and know that there is always hope in the love of Christ Jesus.  

This is a challenging week for many of us. Yet, like the shepherds 
witnessing the miracle placed before them we too marvel. We     
marvel at the One bearing Himself to us in humility, to bear the     
frenetic, the anxiety, the fear, and the brokenness so we may also 
experience an overflowing love without condition and expectation 
for you. Merry Christmas Beloved in Christ! 

 

Pastor Mike 

 

 

CONTRIBUTIONS FOR 2016 For contributions to be included in 2016, 
they must be delivered to the church or, if mailed, postmarked by 
December 31st.  

Your Christmas Joy offering can be given today, or it can be placed 
in the offering plate during the next several Sundays using the   spe-
cial envelopes provided.  By giving to the Christmas Joy Offering, 
you provide assistance to current and retired church workers in their 
time of need and help to develop our future leaders at Presbyterian-
related racial ethnic schools and colleges. 

The Angel Tree gifts have been delivered to Cape View Elementary 
School. Our thanks to everyone who brought the wonderful gifts of 
clothing, shoes, and backpacks, which will make for a happier    
Christmas for many Cape View families. 

Bible Study at the Browns has suspend meetings for the holiday  
season.  They will resume on Friday, January 6. 

Senior fitness classes will be held in Fellowship Hall every Tuesday at 
9:30 AM , beginning January 3. Bring your own hand weights.  Chairs 
and bands will be provided. 

Pledge envelopes for 2017 are available in the Narthex. 

Volunteers for the Nursery Needed.   If you are interested in          
occasionally assisting Cecilia in the nursery at either service, please 
contact Linda Boehmer at 799-1283. We are setting up the Jan-April 
calendar and would appreciate some additional help! 

The Wednesday night ladies Bible study group will not meet on 
Wednesday, December 21st or 28th.  We will resume meeting weekly 
on January 4, 2017. 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Today is a significant and joyous day in the life of our congregation 
as we welcome our new pastor, Rev Michael (Pastor Mike) Hafele to 
Riverside Presbyterian Church. We also look forward to welcoming 
his wife Claudia, their son Nikolas, and daughter Carina when they 
arrive a little later this week. We are grateful to God for their       
presence with us as together we begin this new chapter in             
Riverside's ministry and mission in our community, It is customary 
for Central Florida Presbytery to hold a Sunday afternoon service of 
worship to formally install Pastor Mike as our pastor, followed by a 
reception. The date for this service of installation will be announced as 
soon as it is available. 

Children’s Pageant TODAY Dec. 18 at 3:30 PM. Join us for              
“The King’s Birthday,” a children’s musical with audience                
sing-a-long. Everyone is encouraged to come and support our        
children as they bring the Christmas Story to life in drama and song. 

TODAY is Cookie Sunday.  Be sure to make your way to Fellowship 
Hall after worship to enjoy your favorites! Also, Care and Support 
will create beautiful baskets to take cookies to home bound,          
hospitalized, those in rehab, and that are lonely to brighten their 
Christmas season. Thank you to everyone who baked for this annual 
event.  

CHRISTMAS EVE Candlelight Service will be held in the Sanctuary at 
7:00 p.m. Bring the whole family for this joyous service of lessons 
and carols.  

CHRISTMAS MORNING service will be a combined service at 10:00 
a.m. 

NEW YEARS DAY service will also be one combined service at 10:00 
a.m. and will include celebration of the Lord's Supper, a great way to 
begin the new year. 

The Family Promise families will be here from December 25 through 
31.  Please keep them in your prayers. 

The sanctuary flowers are given to the glory of God  by Dave and Judy 
Bartine with gratitude and thanks to God for our 57th Anniversary. 

 

 

 
ORDER OF WORSHIP 

9:00 a.m. 
    

 
GATHERING 

The First Noel 
 

WELCOME 
 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE  
O Come, O Come Emmanuel 

 
PRAISE 

*God is Good 
*Hark the Herald Angels Sing 

Be Still (Confession) 
My Heart Goes Out to You (Offering) 

 
      

ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 
 
 

THE WORD 
 

Matthew 1:18-25 
“Those Family Christmas Cards!” 

Rev. Michael Hafele  
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
 

TAKING OUR FAITH INTO THE WORLD 
Joy to the World 

 
 
 
*Please rise in body or in spirit                               



 

 

   ORDER OF WORSHIP (Dec 18/ Advent 4 Love) 
11:00 a.m. 

 
CHIMING OF THE HOUR 
 
WELCOME  
 
CHORAL INTROIT       “Advent Wreath”             Arr. Cheryl Kaye 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP  AND LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE 
Reader 1:  We light this candle as a symbol of God’s love for us and 
   our love for one another.  
Reader 2:  For the Lord rejoices over us with gladness, and renews 
   us in his love. 
Reader 1:  He exults over us with singing and turns our shame to  
   praise. 
All:   Come, Lord Jesus, come! 
 
*HYMN          “Hark the Herald Angels Sing”                        No. 119      
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
Holy God, we confess that we do not live with love in our hearts. 
We fear one another and do not trust your word. Forgive us, re-
store us and turn our shame into praise. For the sake of the one 
who proclaims the good news and for the sake of all the world.  In 
Jesus’ name we pray.  Amen.   (Silent prayers of  confession) 
 
*ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
Leader:  In Jesus Christ we are forgiven.  
All:   This is the good news.  Amen! 
 
*PASSING THE PEACE 
*RESPONSE        Gloria Patri 
 
OFFERING                              “Gesu Bambino”                   Yon/arr. Rouse  
             Chancel Choir, Ingrid Borst, violinist  

 
*RESPONSE                             Doxology 
*PRAYER OF DEDICATION 

 

 

 
 
*HYMN            “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear"    (vs. 1,4 and 5) No. 123 
 
THE WORD 
   FIRST READING                        Isaiah 7:10-17                       pg. 636 
   SECOND READING                 Matthew 1:18-25                                    pg. 1 
 
     
SERMON                    “Those Family Christmas Cards!”  
                                           Rev. Michael Hafele  
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER 
  
     
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH  (Unison)          
 I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting. Amen.  (Apostles’ Creed) 
 
 *HYMN                “Angels We Have Heard on High”                  No. 113 
     
*BENEDICTION  
 
*POSTLUDE                   “Gran Noel et Duo ”                           L. Daquin  
   
 
      
*Please rise in body or in spirit            


