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Men’s Bible Study - Parlor/Zoom
Prayer Circle - Knox
Care & Support - Parlor/Zoom
Personnel mtg - Knox
Children’s Hunger Project - Fellowship
Ash Wednesday Service - Sanctuary
Space Coast Symphony Orchestra rehearsal - Sanctuary
Space Coast Symphony rehearsal Orchestra - Sanctuary
Sunday School - all ages
Worship - Sanctuary
Fellowship Time - Fellowship Hall
Ladies Bible Study - Parlor
NA - Fellowship
Communications mtg - Knox
Children’s Hunger Project - Fellowship
Deacons - Parlor/Zoom

Welcome
On behalf of Riverside Presbyterian, it is my pleasure to welcome you to worship this morning. The
opportunity to worship together as the Family is one of God’s great gifts.
It is my hope that this time and place will be a grounding place for us all,
one that enables us to live as freely and fully as God intends.
Blessings on each and every one of your heads, Pastor Chris

Stewardship
To support the ministry of Riverside Presbyterian Church, contributions may be sent to
the church office or you may pledge electronically at www.riversidepres.org.
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Riverside Presbyterian Staff
Pastor: Rev. Dr. Chris Carson,
chris@riversidepresbyterianchurchcb.org
Interim Administrative Assistant: Paula Yost
riversidepres@riversidepresbyterianchurchcb.org
Sexton: Chuck Torgler
Treasurer: Doug Kasimier
Music Director: Diana Amtower
Audio Visual Leader: Karen Ward
Praise Band (Psalm 66) Music Leader: Travis Smith
www.riversidepres.org

3400 North Atlantic Avenue
Cocoa Beach, Florida 32931
321-783-6085
Office Hours
Monday-Thursday: 9am to 2 pm
www.riversidepres.org

March 2, 2022 ~ 10am Worship

Ash Wednesday

Diana Amtower

Call To Worship
*Opening Hymn #450

Be Thou MyVision

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors; And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the
power and the glory, forever. Amen.
Assurance of Forgiveness
Passing of the Peace
I Take the Cross
Riverside Chancel Choir

New Testament Reading

Matthew 6:19-21

Old Testament Reading

Joel 2:1-2

* Please stand if you are able

Rev. Dr. Chris Carson

*Closing Hymn #353

My Hope Is Built

*Benediction

Prayer of Confession, the Lord’s Prayer and Silent Confession
Holy and Merciful God, we confess to you, to one another, and
to the whole communion of saints that we have sinned. We
have sinned by our own fault, in word and deed. We have
sinned by what we have done and by what we have left undone. Have mercy on us that we might live lives worthy of the
hope you have for us. In Jesus’ Name we pray as we’ve been
taught …

Special Music

Reimagining God’s Day

Imposition of Ashes

Welcome and News of the Kingdom
Prelude

Sermon

*Postlude

T

onight, we celebrate Ash Wednesday, which marks the first day of Lent,
the 40-day period, excluding Sundays, immediately prior to Easter. Ash
Wednesday is a day of prayer and fasting, a day the Church has been celebrating almost its entire existence. However, Ash Wednesday did not
become an official “high, holy day” until the First Council of Nicaea, called by
Emperor Constantine, 325 AD.

Ashes have always played a prominent role in the Judeo-Christian Story. In Biblical
times, one wore ashes as a sign of grief or of repentance. Drawing from this, we
use ashes in worship to remind us of our need to repent and of our mortality. In
early days, the ashes were sprinkled over worshippers’ heads. However, it was the
custom of women in that day to cover their heads when worshipping. Because of
this, the sprinkled ashes never fell on the women directly. To counter this, officiants began marking worshippers with the sign of the cross. Most traditions
do this today.
While most Christians celebrate Ash Wednesday, not all do. The Easter Orthodox
Church is the most prominent Christian tradition that does not. In the Easter Orthodox Church, Lent begins on “Clean Monday,” the Monday
before Ash Wednesday.
From whatever tradition you come tonight, welcome! May our time together be
pleasing to God, edifying to our souls, and able to further the Kingdom!
Blessings on each and every one of your heads! Pastor Chris

Worship Notes, March 2, 2022

Welcome to worship! We are excited you are
here! As you attend worship today, use this
sheet to help you stay engaged and learn.
Today’s passage comes from Joel 2:1-2
2 Blow the trumpet in Zion;
sound the alarm on my holy mountain!
Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble,
for the day of the Lord is coming, it is near—
2 a day of darkness and gloom,
a day of clouds and thick darkness!
Like blackness spread upon the mountains
a great and powerful army comes;
their like has never been from of old,
nor will be again after them
in ages to come.

What did you learn about God today?

What nice thing did you do for
another today? What did you do?

Underline what you like in today’s passage.
Circle what is confusing in the passage. Later
today, ask someone to explain it to you.

Put a box around the main part. Tell another
what you think is special about it.

What word did you hear over and
over today? What does it mean?

If you were speaking about today’s passage,
what would you say?

What was your favorite song today?
Why?

What word did you hear over and
over today? What does it mean?

God loves you – and so does your church family!!!

