
 

 

3400 North Atlantic Avenue 
Cocoa Beach, FL  32931 
Phone:  321-783-6085 

 
riversidepres@cfl.rr.com 
www.riversidepres.org 

 
 

Sunday School for All Ages at 10:10 AM 
One Room Schoolhouse – Kids’ Corner/ Fellowship Hall 

 (9:45AM) Kerygma: Discovering the Bible  – Galilee / Knox Hall 
A Sustainable Presbyterian Future- Antioch (Calvin Hall) 

Revelation - Knox Parlor 
Gospel Identity: Discovering Who You Really Are– Capernaum  

 
 
THIS WEEK AT RIVERSIDE:     
 
Sun:  9:00 a.m. Worship with the Band - Sanctuary 
   10:15 a.m. Sunday School for All Ages - Schedule above  
   11:00 a.m. Worship with the Choir - Sanctuary 
   12:15 p.m. Worship Commission - Knox Parlor 
Mon:  12:00 p.m. Context (bring your lunch)- Knox Parlor 
   7:00 p.m. Context (come for dessert) - Knox Parlor 
Tues:      7:00  p.m. OMEC - Judea 
   7:00 p.m. Bell Choir - Chapel 
Wed:      7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study - Knox Parlor 
   10:00 a.m.    Prayer Circle - Knox Parlor 
   7:00 p.m. Women’s Bible Study - Knox Parlor 
Thurs:   6:30 p.m. Choir - Chapel 
Fri:   7:00 p.m. Bible Study at the Brown’s  
Sat:   8:45 a.m. Enchanted Forest Sanctuary - Meet at FUMC 
  

 

 

April 24, 2016 



 

 

 
 
Welcome to Worship! 
 
 
Last week we sojourned with the ancient Israelites as they       
prepared to enter the land promised to them by God. But             
because their fear of entering this new country was greater 
than their faith in God’s protection and provision, God left 
them to wander and die in the wilderness. 
 
This week we will journey with the Apostle Peter as he travels 
to Caesarea to share a meal with a Gentile believer.  (Acts 11:1-
18) Peter followed the Spirit’s leading.  He didn’t let religious 
distinctions and prejudices get in the way of going through the 
door opened to him.   
 
God was already at work extending the reach of the gospel to 
the Gentiles; Peter embraced the new possibilities for doing 
ministry and fulfilling God’s mission in ways no one could have 
imagined before.   
 
Are we entering through the doors that God is opening for us 
to do ministry in new ways?  In our own community? Among 
our own neighbors?   
 
 
On the journey, 
 
Pastor Melanie 

 

 

Music Camp: We welcome children to participate in “God’s Great 
Melody,” our 2016 Music Camp.  It will take place June 6th-10th from 
9:00am - 12:15pm.  Three professional musicians will instruct the             
children in voice, recorders, music theory and resonator bells.  The 
ages for the camp this year are rising 2nd graders through rising 7th 
graders.  Register at:  www.riversidepres.org/music-camp. 
 
Upper Room devotionals for May & June are available in the                  
Narthex.  Unreserved copies are available for a donation of $1.25.  
Please use a pew envelope and mark it “devotional.”   If you would 
like a reserved copy, contact Sonja Buckley at 321-452-8569.  
 
The RPC Adult Ministry invites you to join us for a free 45 minute 
walking tour of the Enchanted Forest Sanctuary in Titusville on                 
Saturday, April 30th.  This is a joint event with our friends from First 
United Methodist Church and we will be travelling there in their bus, 
so we ask that those who are able please make a small donation to 
cover the cost of gas.  Wear comfortable walking shoes and a 
hat.  We will meet at FUMC at 8:45am and return by 2pm.  Lunch will 
be at Cracker Barrel after the tour.   Bus space is limited, so please 
contact Linda Boehmer at (321) 480-4680. 
 
Commissions are open to all members. Get involved.  Come to a 
meeting and check it out: 
 Worship   Sun.   Apr 24  12:15pm  Knox Parlor 
 OMEC   Tues. Apr 26  7pm  Judea 
 Education  Tues.   May 3  10am      Knox Parlor 
 Care & Support Wed.   May 4  9:30am  Judea 
 Adult Ministry Wed.   May 4  6pm  Knox Parlor 
 Worship   Sun.   May 22  12:15pm  Knox Parlor 
 
Soul Food at First United Methodist Church, Sundays at 5pm.                      
If you have a heart for homeless ministry you are invited to join the 
volunteers who serve at Soul Food.   Call Carolyn White at  637-8385. 
 
Mark your calendars for the next membership class on May 1st at 
12:15pm. Email riversidepres@cfl.rr.com or call 783-6085 to RSVP. 

The sanctuary flowers are given by Dave & Judy Bartine 
in praise and gratitude to God for the continued rapid healing of our                  

grandson Thomas and his father Moore who underwent liver transplant. 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Children in Worship. There are children’s bulletins, books, crayons 
and clipboards near the entrance to the Sanctuary and in the white 
bins next to the band/organ/choir loft.  Children at 9:00am are              
invited to leave after the children’s message for age-appropriate    
lesson and activities.   Nursery is available for infants - 3 years.   

 
Congregational Survey: This is the last week to take the                           
survey - access closes May 1st.  All who worship are invited to                          
participate.  The survey is anonymous and will only take about 15 
minutes to complete.  Access the survey by going to a special page 
on the church website:  www.riversidepres.org/missionstudy2016/.  
Please use a desktop or laptop to complete the survey.  Computers 
are available in the Fellowship Hall after each service today.  
 
Family Promise needs your help!  We have several open slots for 
overnight hosts.  Two people are asked to arrive at Riverside at 
8:30pm and enjoy first-class roll away accommodations, located in 
Knox Hall.  Your guests will appreciate your good humor and                      
willingness to represent Riverside overnight.  Sleeping on the job is 
encouraged!  Mornings require little; simply get up, make the coffee, 
and say “Au Revoir” to our guests as they depart by 7:30am to the 
FP resource center for the day’s activities.  Our hosting weeks are 
May 29-June 5 and June 19-26.  To join this great church “sleepover,” 
contact the church office at 321-783-6085.  Newcomers welcome.  
Each week is a different topic. 
 
Context: Pastor Melanie continues her study on topical themes to 
help readers connect with the text.  Meets Mondays in Knox Parlor 
at noon (bring your lunch) and repeats at 7pm (coffee & dessert).  
See the class schedule here:  www.riversidepres.org/context. 
 
Riverside’s Community Concert Series presents Jacob Velazquez, an 
8 year old piano sensation, accompanied by members of the Space 
Coast Symphony Orchestra on Sunday, May 1st at 3:30pm.   Jacob 
was diagnosed with high functioning autism at the age of four. Join 
us for this exciting program featuring this brilliant young musician.  
Reserve your FREE ticket by calling 855-252-7276.  Proceeds from the 
event will be donated to The Scott Center for Autism and Autism 
Speaks. 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
9:00 a.m. 

    
 
 

GATHERING 
Instrumental 

 
 

WELCOME 
*He Reigns 

 
 

PRAISE 
*How Great is Our God 

*Awesome God 
Leave the Past Behind (Confession) 

In You (Offering) 
 
        

ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 
 
 

THE WORD 
Acts 11:1-18 

“Opening the Door to New Possibilities” 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
 

TAKING OUR FAITH INTO THE WORLD 
* This Little Light of Mine 

 
 
 
 

*Please rise in body or in spirit                               



 

 

   ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11:00 a.m. 

   
WELCOME  
 
PRELUDE 
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   
L:  By grace we have been saved through faith. 
P:  This is not our own doing; it is the gift of God. 
L:  We are God’s handiwork. 
P:  Redeemed in Christ Jesus for good works that God has               
  prepared for us. 
ALL:  Let us worship God! 
 
 
*HYMN                                 “To God Be the Glory”                           No. 634 
 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
God of everlasting life, we confess that so often we do not                
recognize you and your work that is in everything.  You create us to 
live in community, yet we distance ourselves from one another. 
You call us to follow you, yet we shirk our responsibilities.  We                   
expect much from you, and want to give little of ourselves. Forgive 
us, God of grace.  Turn us away from sin and toward you. Strength-
en our faith and our  obedience, that our lives may show forth your 
praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  (Silent prayers of con-
fession) 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
*PASSING THE PEACE 
*RESPONSE                                  Gloria Patri 
 
OFFERING                  I Sing a Song of the Saints of God 
                                                      Riverside Choir     

 
 *RESPONSE                                  Doxology 
 *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*Please rise in body or in spirit                               

 

 

 
 
 
 
*HYMN                          “O For a Thousand Tongues”                     No. 610 
 
             
THE WORD                                                            
   FIRST READING                            page 582                                   Psalm 148  
   SECOND READING                      page 130                                  Acts 11:1-18 
   
 
 
 SERMON           “Opening the Door to New Possibilities”  
                                                    Rev. Melanie Ruta 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER  
     
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:       The Apostles’  Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.  
 
 
 *HYMN                 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”               No. 65 
 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
 


