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Join us :Join us :Join us :   

March 27   
9:00 AM Worship with the Band 
11:00 AM Worship with the Choir 

Sanctuary 
 
 

Easter Egg Hunt  
March 27th  

10:15 AM Meet in Fellowship Hall 
All children are invited!  

Riverside Presbyterian Church 
March 25, 2016 

Noon – 3 p.m. 



GOOD FRIDAY PRAYER VIGIL 
 

Welcome to Riverside Presbyterian Church on this solemn day.  We invite you 
to devote yourself to a time of silent prayer and reflection about how God, in 
his mercy, gave his son Jesus to be betrayed and suffer death on the cross; 
and how, in acknowledgement of him who died for us, we may repent,                   
confess our sin, and through the power of the Holy Spirit receive assurance of 
God’s abundant love through Christ who now lives and reigns forever.  God 
sent Jesus into the world, not to condemn the world, but that the world might 
be saved through him, that all who believe in him might be delivered from the 
power of sin and death and become heirs with him of eternal life.  If you                   
declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  (Romans 10:9) 
 
Those who feel called to do so may make a confession of sin by writing as 
much or as little as they desire on a piece of paper and nailing it to the cross at 
the front of the sanctuary.  The confessions will be removed at the close of 
the vigil by the pastor and destroyed. The pastor and several elders are                            
available to pray with you privately.   

 
 
 

Scripture 
 

The events leading up to Good Friday and Jesus’ death on the cross are                    
recorded in the gospels.  You are encouraged to read John chapters 18-19                    
during or after your time of prayer today.  John 18-19 can be found at pp 112-14 
in the Bible in the pew rack.   
  

 

Prayers 
 
Various prayers and readings are offered below as a guide. You are welcome 
to pray or meditate using the prayers that are most meaningful to you in                  
contemplation of God’s loving-kindness in your own life.   

 
Listen. Breathe. Take time to be in God’s presence. 

DEVOTIONAL PRAYER 
 

Breath prayer: 
Choose a phrase which most closely reflects your address for God, such as “loving Father”, 
“heavenly Savior”, etc. Then choose a short phrase which is your petition to God at this 
time – fill me, guide me, give me peace, etc. Then close your eyes and focus on your breath. 
Breathe slowly and deeply. On your inhale through your nose, repeat your name for God in 
your mind, and as you exhale through your mouth, repeat your petition. If your thoughts 
wander, simply release them and return to your breath prayer.   
 
Jesus prayer: 
This prayer has been used from the time of the early church and is often cited as the means 
by which we might “pray without ceasing.” It is a simple repetition of “Lord Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on me.” There are many versions, and if you know another version, feel free to 
use it. This prayer can be used throughout the day and often instills a sense of peace,               
helping one who prays it stay centered in God.  
 
Body prayer: 
Try various prayer postures if you feel comfortable doing so. This might include kneeling, 
bowing, raising your arms in a posture of praise, holding your palms face up on your lap as 
a symbol of receptivity to God, etc. The Catholic tradition of making the sign of the cross is 
a kind of body prayer. If you like, try this while reciting the Great Commandment “You shall 
love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all your mind, with all your soul, and with all 
your strength.”  
 
 
 
 
Watch Thou, dear Lord, with those who wake or watch or weep tonight, and give Thine     
angels charge over those who sleep.  Tend Thy sick ones, O Lord Christ; rest Thy weary 
ones; bless Thy dying ones; soothe Thy suffering ones; shield Thy joyous ones; and all for 
Thy love’s sake.  

-Saint Augustine 



PSALM 22 
1My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? Why are you so far from helping me, from 
the words of my groaning? 
2O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer; and by night, but find no rest. 
3Yet you are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
4In you our ancestors trusted; they trusted, and you delivered them. 
5To you they cried, and were saved; in you they trusted, and were not put to shame. 
6But I am a worm, and not human; scorned by others, and despised by the people. 
7All who see me mock at me; they make mouths at me, they shake their heads; 
8“Commit your cause to the Lord; let him deliver— let him rescue the one in whom he                 
delights!” 
9Yet it was you who took me from the womb; you kept me safe on my mother’s breast. 
10On you I was cast from my birth, and since my mother bore me you have been my God. 
11Do not be far from me, for trouble is near and there is no one to help. 
12Many bulls encircle me, strong bulls of Bashan surround me; 
13they open wide their mouths at me, like a ravening and roaring lion. 
14I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint; my heart is like wax; it is 
melted within my breast; 
15my mouth is dried up like a potsherd, and my tongue sticks to my jaws; you lay me in the 
dust of death. 
16For dogs are all around me; a company of evildoers encircles me. My hands and feet have 
shriveled; 17I can count all my bones. They stare and gloat over me; 
18they divide my clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots. 
19But you, O Lord, do not be far away! O my help, come quickly to my aid! 
20Deliver my soul from the sword, my life from the power of the dog! 
21Save me from the mouth of the lion! From the horns of the wild oxen you have rescued 
me. 
22I will tell of your name to my brothers and sisters; in the midst of the congregation I will 
praise you: 
23You who fear the Lord, praise him! All you offspring of Jacob, glorify him; stand in awe of 
him, all you offspring of Israel! 
24For he did not despise or abhor the affliction of the afflicted; he did not hide his face from 
me, but heard when I cried to him. 
25From you comes my praise in the great congregation; my vows I will pay before those 
who fear him. 
26The poor shall eat and be satisfied; those who seek him shall praise the Lord. May your 
hearts live forever! 
27All the ends of the earth shall remember and turn to the Lord; and all the families of the 
nations shall worship before him. 
28For dominion belongs to the Lord, and he rules over the nations. 
29To him, indeed, shall all who sleep in the earth bow down; before him shall bow all who 
go down to the dust, and I shall live for him. 
30Posterity will serve him; future generations will be told about the Lord, 
31and proclaim his deliverance to a people yet unborn, saying that he has done it. 

SOLEMN REPROACHES OF THE CROSS 
 

O my people, O my church, 
What have I done to you? How have I offended you? Answer me.  

I led you forth from the land of Egypt and delivered you by the waters of baptism,  
but you prepare a cross for your Savior.  Lord, have mercy.  

 
I led you through the desert forty years, and fed you with manna: I brought you through tribulation 

and penitence, and gave you my body, the bread of heaven,  
but you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  Lord, have mercy.  

 
What more could I have done for you that I have not done? I planted you, my chosen and fairest 

vineyard, I made you the branches of my vine; but when I was thirsty, you gave me vinegar to drink 
and pierced with a spear the side of your Savior,  

and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  Lord, have mercy.  
 

I went before you in a pillar of cloud and you have led me to the judgment hall of Pilate.  
I scourged your enemies and brought you to a land of freedom, but you have scourged, mocked 

and beaten me. I gave you the water of salvation from the rock,  
but you have given me gall and left me to thirst,  

and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  Lord, have mercy.   
 

I gave you a royal scepter, and bestowed the keys to the kingdom, but you have given me a crown 
of thorns. I raised you on high with great power,  

but you have prepare a cross for your Savior.  Lord, have mercy.  
 

My peace I gave, which the world cannot give, and washed your feet as a sign of my love, but you 
draw the sword to strike in my name, and seek high places in my kingdom, I offered you my body 

and blood; you scatter and deny and abandon me,  
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  Lord, have mercy.  

 
I sent the Spirit of truth to guide you, and you close your hearts to the Counselor. I pray that all may 
be one in the Father and me, but you continue to quarrel and divide. I call you to go and bring forth 

fruit, but you cast lots for my clothing,  
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  Lord, have mercy.  

 
I grafted you into the tree of my chosen Israel, and you turned on them with persecution and mass 
murder. I made you joint heirs with them of my covenant but you made them scapegoats for your 

own guilt,  
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  Lord, have mercy.  

 
I came to you as the least of your brothers and sisters, I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me no drink, I was a stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did 

not clothe me, sick and in prison and you did not visit me,  
and you have prepared a cross for your Savior.  Lord, have mercy.  



CONGREGATIONAL PRAYERS FOR GOOD FRIDAY 
 

O crucified Jesus, Son of the Father, conceived of the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary,  eternal Word of God. 

We worship you.  
 

O crucified Jesus, holy temple of God, dwelling place of the most high, gate of heaven.  
We worship you.  

 
O crucified Jesus, sanctuary of justice and love, full of kindness, source of all faithfulness.  

We worship you. 
 

O crucified Jesus, ruler of every heart, in you are all the treasure of wisdom and knowledge,  
in you dwells the treasure of wisdom and knowledge, in you dwells the fullness of God. 

We worship you.  
 

Jesus, Lamb of God, have mercy on us.  
Jesus, bearer of our sins, have mercy on us.   

Jesus redeemer of the world, grant us peace.  
 

Almighty God, look with mercy on us for whom our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be  
betrayed and to suffer death on the cross, who now lives and reigns  

with you and the Holy Spirit one God, forever and ever.   
Amen 

 
______  

 
 

Loving God, you sent Jesus Christ to save us. We have betrayed him. We have denied him.  
We have abandoned, mocked, and crucified him.  

Have mercy, O God, have mercy on us; through Jesus Christ, our only hope.  
 

Holy God, we remember Pilate’s question: What is truth?  
Now we have seen the truth: Jesus Christ, your Word made flesh, betrayed, denied, 

mocked and beaten, put to death on a cross, buried in the tomb.  
 

Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy on us.  
 

We have seen the truth. But there is more. Now show us the truth of your saving power;  
show us the way beyond the grave; show us the life that is everlasting;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen   

GOOD FRIDAY INTERCESSIONS 

 

Pray for the church: 
Eternal God, by your Spirit the body of your faithful people is governed and sanctified. Hear 
our prayer for the members of your holy church, that in our vocation and ministry we may 
truly and devoutly serve you; through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
 
Pray for the people of all nations and for those who govern:  
Almighty God, kindle in every heart the true love of peace, and guide with your wisdom, 
those who lead the nations of the earth, that justice and peace may increase, until the 
earth is filled with the knowledge of your love; through Jesus Christ our Lord.   
 
Pray for all who suffer and are afflicted in body or in mind: 
Gracious God, comfort those who sorrow, give strength to those who suffer, hear the cry 
of those in misery and need.  In their afflictions show them your mercy, and give us the 
strength to serve them for the sake of the one who suffered for us, your Son Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  
 
Pray for all who have not received the gospel of Christ:  
Merciful God, have compassion on all who do not know you as you are revealed in your Son 
Jesus Christ. Let your gospel be preached with grace and power to those who have not 
heard it. Turn the hearts of those who resist it and bring home to your fold those who have 
gone astray that there may one flock under one shepherd, Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 
Pray for the grace of a holy life, that with all who have departed this life and have died in 
the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is known to God alone we may be accounted 
worthy to enter into the fullness of the joy of our Lord, and receive the crown of life in the 
day of resurrection:  
 
Eternal God, look with mercy on your church. Bring to completion your saving work so that 
the whole world may see the fallen lifted up, the old made new, and all things brought to 
perfection through him through whom all things were made, our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, forever and ever.  Amen 
 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts, 

As we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the Kingdom, and the power and the glory forever. Amen  


