
 

 

3400 North Atlantic Avenue 
Cocoa Beach, FL  32931 
Phone:  321-783-6085 

 
riversidepres@cfl.rr.com 
www.riversidepres.org 

 
Sunday School for All Ages at 10:10 AM—No Sunday School 3/27 

One Room Schoolhouse – Kids’ Corner/ Fellowship Hall 
 (9:45AM) Kerygma: Discovering the Bible  – Galilee / Knox Hall 

Thoughtful Christian Café- Pfeiffer Rm/Fellowship (Resumes 4/10) 
Jesus, Pope Francis & a Protestant Walk into a Bar - Antioch (Calvin Hall) 

Revelation - Knox Parlor 
Gospel Identity: Discovering Who You Really Are– Capernaum  

 
 
 
 
 
THIS WEEK AT RIVERSIDE:     
 
Sun:  9:00 a.m. Contemporary Worship - Sanctuary 
  10:15 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt - Fellowship Hall  
  11:00 a.m. Traditional Worship - Sanctuary 
Mon:  CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED 
Tues:      9:00 a.m. Senior Fitness - Fellowship Hall 
  7:00  p.m. OMEC - Judea 
  7:00 p.m. Mission Study Discussion Group - Knox Parlor 
Wed:      7:30 a.m. Men’s Bible Study - Knox Parlor 
  10:00 a.m.        Prayer Circle - Knox Parlor 
  12:30 p.m.  Stitchin’ Sisters - Capernaum (Calvin Hall) 
Thurs:   9:00 a.m. Senior Fitness - Fellowship Hall 
Fri:  7:00 p.m. Bible Study at the Brown’s  
  

 

 

March 27, 2016 
Easter Sunday 



 

 

 
We come to worship with joy on this Easter Sunday. We come to 
celebrate the resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  
“Christ is risen!” we proclaim, “Christ is risen, indeed! Alleluia!                  
Alleluia!” 
 
Joy wasn’t the initial reaction the first disciples had to the discovery 
that Jesus’ body was missing from the tomb. The disciples went 
back to their homes where they hid for fear of the Jews.  Mary                   
Magdalene stayed at the empty tomb; but she was lost in her grief. 
Mistaking Jesus for the gardener, she asks him to tell her where                     
Jesus’ body has been taken.  Jesus breaks through Mary’s sorrow 
when he calls her by name.  “Mary!” Jesus says and Mary’s                          
confusion turns to recognition. Her doubt and disappointment move 
to understanding and devotion.  Her pain is exchanged for a new 
sense of purpose.  “Mary!” Jesus says and Mary’s tears are no more.   
 
We recognize in this story our own grief and our own confusion. We 
remember the times we expected to see Jesus and didn’t recognize 
him for who he was.  We come to church on Easter to hear Jesus call 
Mary by name. But we are really straining to hear Jesus call our own 
name. We come on Easter to hear how Mary reached out to hold on 
to Jesus. But we are really hoping to be touched by Jesus ourselves.  
 
Experience for yourself the joy Mary experienced on that first East-
er.   
 
 
With joy!  
 
Pastor Melanie  

 

 

Congregational Survey:  All who worship at Riverside Presbyterian 
Church are invited to take the online congregational survey.                      
Computer assistance is available by calling the church office at (321) 
783-6085. Access the survey on the church website by visiting: 
www.riversidepres.org/missionstudy2016/.  
 
Facebook: If you haven’t already, “LIKE” us on Facebook!  
www.facebook.com/riversidepresbyterianchurchcb.  Take pictures 
of church events and email them to the church office:                                   
riversidepres@cfl.rr.com so we can include them in our social media 
to the community.   
 
Riverside's Dr. Vernon Boushell Concert Series presents 
"Concertos" on Sunday, April 3, 2016 at 3:30 PM.  Conductor Richard 
Sabino leads the Riverside Chamber Orchestra featuring guest      
cellists, Paul Fleury and Leah Johnson. A free ticket is available in our 
Box Office, at www.RiversidePres.org, or by calling 321-525-7825. 
 
Thank you to our music department, praise team, worship                           
commission, volunteers, ushers, greeters, lay readers and Deacons 
who assisted in worship during Holy Week.  A big thanks also goes 
to our Lenten Series volunteers, teachers, children’s program                          
leaders, meal preparers and series attendees.   
 
Context:  Beginning April 11th.  Take your faith to the next level -        
connect with the text!  Meets Mondays in the Chapel at noon (bring 
your lunch) and repeated at 7pm (dessert provided).  Stay tuned for 
more info on this new study led by Pastor Melanie. 
 
Exercise classes Tuesdays & Thursdays at 9:00am in Fellowship Hall.  
Increase your stamina, strength, energy, balance and reduce your 
risk for falls.  Movements are low-impact and can be adapted for 
sitting or standing participants.   Suggested donation of $3 per class. 
 
Nutrition & Cooking Class Thursday, April 14th at 11:00am in                
Fellowship Hall.   Learn about proper food choices for losing weight 
and staying healthy.  A donation of $10 covers instructor and food 
costs. Register at: www.riversidepres.org/adult-ministries or contact 
Ernestine Kessel at 321-427-0607 or eekessel@earthlink.net. 



 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Easter Egg Hunt:  All children are invited to meet in Fellowship Hall 
at 10:15am for a short devotional, then head out to age-appropriate 
egg hunt searches with their baskets!   
 
Children in worship: There are children’s bulletins, books, crayons 
and clipboards in the sanctuary near the double doors.  Nursery is 
available for infants - 3 yrs.  Children at 9:00am are invited to leave 
for age-appropriate lesson and activities during the sermon.  They 
will rejoin the congregation after the Lord’s Prayer.  
 
Family Promise:  Holy Week was a week of blessings at Riverside as 
we hosted Family Promise.  Thank you to coordinator, Dick Gerhardt, 
and the many volunteers who, four times a year, ensure our guest 
families’ needs are met:  organizing hosts & overnight chaperones, 
preparing meals, setting up and tearing down bedrooms, etc.   
 
Music Camp 2016 will be held June 6th - 10th.  We welcome children 
to participate in “God’s Great Symphony,” our 2016 Music Camp.  
The ages for the camp this year are rising 2nd graders through rising 
7th graders.  Register online at www.riversidepres.org/music-camp.   
 
Riverside Cares - Thanks to all who generously donated emergency 
food bags and new backpacks for Cape View Elementary families in 
need.  And to our Deacons who donated gift cards for perishable 
items!  A shopping list is in the March Newsletter for those who 
want to help.  Food and backpacks are collected in the church office. 
 
Attention Winter Residents!  Ensure we have correct addresses, 
phone numbers and emails so we can keep in touch!  Contact the 
church office (321) 783-6085 or email riversidepres@cfl.rr.com.   
 
Mission: Thanks to those who helped supply and support the                           
Brevard Indian River Presbyterian Cuba Mission trip.  Riverside is  
happy to announce Session approval of our newest mission partner, 
Next Step STORM, providing disaster assistance. 
 
Mission Study Discussion Groups start meeting Tuesday, March 29th 
from 7-8pm in Knox Parlor. 

 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Easter Sunday 

9:00 a.m. 
    
 
 

GATHERING 
Instrumental 

 
 

WELCOME 
*My Redeemer Lives 

 
 

PRAISE 
*Lord Reign In Me 

*This is Amazing Grace 
Redeemed (Confession) 

Arise (Offering) 
 
        

ALL GOD’S CHILDREN 
 
 

THE WORD 
John 20:1-18 

“The Triumph of the Empty Tomb” 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
The Lord’s Prayer 

 
 

TAKING OUR FAITH INTO THE WORLD 
*Victor’s Crown 

 
 
 
 

*Please rise in body or in spirit                               



 

 

   ORDER OF WORSHIP 
11:00 a.m. 

   
CHIMING OF THE HOUR                                                                    Bell Choir 
  
*HYMN                      “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today”               GTG No.  232  
      
WELCOME  
 
*CALL TO WORSHIP   
L:  Christ is risen!  
P: Christ is risen, indeed!  
L:  God raised Christ from the dead on the third day.  
P: Alleluia!  Alleluia!  
ALL: Let us worship the risen Christ!  
 
 
*HYMN                     “Christ is Risen! Shout Hosanna!”        GTG No.  248 
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION (Unison) 
God of everlasting life, we confess that we continue in the ways of 
death. You have announced your new creation, but we put our 
hope in former things. You have opened the door of the tomb, but 
we close our hearts to our neighbors. Forgive us, God of grace. 
Make us people of the resurrection, proclaiming the destruction of 
death and the gift of glorious new life in you; through Jesus Christ 
our Lord.  (Silent prayers of confession) 
 
ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
*PASSING THE PEACE 
*RESPONSE                                  Gloria Patri 
 
OFFERING                       Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks  

     Riverside Choir     
 

  
*Please rise in body or in spirit                               

 

 

 

 
 
 
*RESPONSE                                  Doxology 
 *PRAYER OF DEDICATION 
 
*HYMN                             “The Day Of Resurrection!”            GTG No. 233 
 
             
THE WORD                                                            
   FIRST READING                             page 652                             Isaiah 25:6-9 
   SECOND READING                       page 114                               John 20:1-18 
 
 
 SERMON                     “The Triumph of the Empty Tomb”  
                                                      Rev. Melanie Ruta 
 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and LORD’S PRAYER  
     
 
*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH:       The Apostles’  Creed 
I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by 
the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he descended into hell; the 
third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from 
thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. I believe in 
the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; 
the forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life 
everlasting.  Amen.  
 
 *HYMN                          “Christ is Alive!”                      GTG No. 246 
                                                             (vv. 1, 2, 5) 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
 *POSTLUDE          


