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Happy New Year!
God is going to do great
things at Riverside in 2022!
For surely I know the plans I have for you,
says the Lord, plans for your welfare
and not for harm, to give you
a future with hope.
Jeremiah 29:11

Riverside Shirts
Presbyterian Logo
Missions Highlights

Concert Series
First Tuesdays
Church Commissions

Worshipping Online?
You can download a copy of the Worship Service Bulletin
www.riversidepres.org/bulletins/

Faithful Stewardship
Session/Deacon Update
January Calendar

Riverside Presbyterian Church
3400 N. Atlantic Avenue
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931
321-783-6085 | Email: riversidepres@cfl.rr.com

DOWN BY THE RIVERSID E

PAGE 2

J AN U AR Y 2 0 2 2

Please Pray For...
•
•
•
•
•
•

Loved ones
Those who have experienced loss or illness
Our military personnel
Our missionaries
Our nation
Our church

Praise for prayers answered!
The Riverside Prayer Circle meets each
Wednesday at 10:00 a.m. Feel free to join us as
we pray for Riverside members and friends.
If you have any requests we will be happy to
lift them up in prayer. Fill out the blue card
found in church pews or email Jane Lovett at
biddle310@gmail.com
and we will add your request to our prayers.
CONTACT: Jane

Lovett

Family Promise of Brevard
The Family Promise annual fundraiser Golf
Event, held in December raised $110,000!

Sanctuary Flowers
For 2022
The flower chart for 2022 is in the
Narthex. Sign up for flowers in
memory or in honor of a loved one.
After the flowers are enjoyed on
Sunday morning, you have the option of taking them home or letting
the Deacons deliver them to those who can no longer
join us on Sundays. The cost remains at $35.00 (put
Sunday flowers on check memo line).
A big thank you to those who choose to beautify our
Sanctuary on Sunday mornings.

And the Word became flesh and blood,
and moved into the neighborhood.
John 1:14a (The Message)

Birthdays
Art Hitch
Bill Anderson
Ruth George
Ron Burleigh
Wauneta Lehman
Penny Bernard
Lee Bean
Kerrri Bower
Jacqueline Glasser
Lili Kepuska

Thank You!
1/5
1/6
1/7
1/8
1/8
1/10
1/21
1/23
1/23
1/23

I am absolutely speechless and so
grateful for the kindness and caring of
the parishioners at Riverside Presbyterian! You have continued to care
about our kids and families and it really does mean a lot to them. Everything you do collectively makes such a huge impact!

Becky Reed
For the Deacons
(We received $2,070 in gift cards for our Cape View
Elementary School Christmas project.)
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A Word from Pastor Chris . . . .
Happy New Year! I hope this finds you well. If it doesn’t and I can stand with you in any way, please let
me know.
I start this new year off with an attitude of gratitude. I am grateful for the gracious way you’ve received
me and my family. Moving is exciting; it is exciting to come to and experience a new place. At the same
time, moving can be stressful. The grace you have showed us has been a gift; with each day we are more
and more grateful for that gift!
I am grateful for the last few months and the chance to worship with you and serve with you. The energy I feel each time we gather is exhilarating; so, too, is the effect of what we’ve done. Together, we are
doing great things, things that are impacting the community in profound ways. Based on what we’ve
done and are doing, I can’t help but feel anything but hope for what we’ll do tomorrow and tomorrow’s
tomorrow.
Hope is a wonderful thing. It is often the very thing that allows us to put one foot in front of another. Sadly, many in our world have forgotten what it is to hope. This, of course, means
we have work to do. As we head into 2022, may we do so bearing hope to all we encounter.
Blessings, as always, on each and every one of your heads! Pastor Chris

It’s time!
to go shopping again to replenish
our supply of food for
The Children’s Hunger Project!
During the month of January, we will, once
again, collect food for The Children’s Hunger
Project. Items needed are very specific as to
type and size so check the shopping list (left)
carefully.
Bring your donations to church each Sunday
and place them up on the chancel with like
items. If ordering online, you can have them
shipped directly to the church.
We will pack boxes for Cape View and Lewis
Carroll Elementary Schools the first Sunday
of February after worship.
Volunteers are needed to deliver boxes to
Cape View and Lewis Carroll each week. See
Pastor Chris if you can help.
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Ladies—Circles are meeting both in-person in
Knox Parlor and via Zoom. Either circle would
love to have you join them.
Hannah/Ruth/Rebecca Circle meets on the 3rd
Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. Contact Gail
Marshall or Betty Peterson for more information.
Deborah Circle meets on the 3rd Wednesday at 7
p.m. Contact Laurie Casto or Paula Yost for more
information.
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The Men's Bible Study will resume on January
5th. As usual, we will meet exclusively on Zoom
on Wednesday mornings at 8:30am. The study
runsabout one hour.
We will begin a new study titled Growing Older
and Wiser by Dale Larsen and Sandy Larsen. If
you want a copy of the study book and/or want a
Zoom invitation to our meeting please contact
Tom White at didymus623@gmail.com.

Men of all ages are welcome.

Monday Ladies
Bible Study
The Monday Ladies begin an 8week Bible Study using The Chosen movie series on January 10 at
1 pm in Knox Parlor. The study is
facilitated by Sherrell Fischer.
Please contact Debbie Burleigh if you have
questions 321-544-9755.

Join Us
for Sunday School
9 a.m.
K-5th grade
How the Bible Leads Us to Jesus
Fellowship Hall (Stage)

Fusion Youth
Big God, Big Questions
Pfeiffer Room (Fellowship Hall)

Adults

Wednesday
The Wednesday Night Girls continue to meet at
7:00 p.m. in Knox Parlor and via Zoom.
We are continuing our study on the book of
James using Beth Moore’s study guide.
We’d love to have you join us—there’s always
room for one more!
Contact Paula Yost for more information.
(paulayost@gmail.com)

The Truth of the Bible
Knox Parlor
The Miracles of Jesus
Galilee (ladies class)

Learn More About
the God We Serve
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What’s the Meaning of the
Presbyterian Logo?

Riverside Presbyterian
Church Logoed Shirts!

The official seal of the Presbyterian
Church (U.S.A.) was adopted in
1985. At first glance it looks like a
cross. But, it is intended to capture
some of the important emphases of
the Reformed tradition. The following information is adapted from the
PCUSA website.
The Cross - The cross represents
the incarnate love of God in Jesus Christ, his passion, resurrection,
and our salvation
The Pulpit - The lectern or pulpit,
which captures the important role of
preaching in the history of Presbyterian worship.
The Dove - A symbol of the Holy
Spirit
The Fish - The form of a fish, an
early-Christian sign for Christ, recalls his ministry to those
who hunger.
The Font/Chalice - A baptismal
font or a communion chalice (cup)
both images of the sacraments

each
Moisture –
Wick, No-Iron,
collared shirts

Pick yours up now at the
church office!

The Flames - Symbolize the beginning of the Christian church at Pentecost
The Bible - The role of Scripture as
a way knowing God’s word.
The Trinity - The triangle
a traditional symbol of the Trinity –
God as the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit
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eight-month long trauma course online to deaf
ministry leaders with ASL interpretation.

Caroline Burns, who grew up attending church at
Riverside, is a missionary serving with Back2Back
Ministries since 2008. Back2Back Ministries provides care for orphaned and vulnerable children
and families in six countries and has over 300
staff globally. Caroline spent her first eight years
with the ministry living in Monterrey, Mexico.
She was a caregiver to boys in an orphanage during that time. Since 2016, she has served in a different capacity with the ministry and does a lot of
staff training to help others understand the impact of trauma and abuse on the brain, body, belief system and behavior.
The pandemic has forced Back2Back to shift how
they serve orphans in some of the countries served
but the mission has remained the same. Caroline
spent 2021 leading the development/writing of a
devotional on the theology of suffering and trauma
with 20 staff in two languages. She taught an

This past September,
Caroline was able to host
several international coworkers from Mexico in
Cincinnati for the Christian Alliance for Orphans
Summit, and took them
on an ice cream tour of the city (photo is evidence).
Another project she is particularly thrilled about is
a ministry to help parents, who had their kids removed from their care due to abuse, find healing
and Jesus. Caroline shares that, being able to facilitate group therapy online to help biological parents heal from their own traumas and find their
identity in Christ is super rewarding to me. Before
pursuing the option of adoption, we need to minister to the parent. The hope is that these parents can
grasp their own worth and believe their identity in
Christ. Family reunification means one less child
in an orphanage. Jesus taught about the shepherd
who left the 99 to go after the one. I think these
parents who have had their children taken away
probably feel like the lost one. We get to go after
them in Jesus’ name and it’s beautiful to see them
heal.

Concert Series

January brings double concerts
with the Swingtime Band giving two concerts: one at 3:30
p.m. and one at 7 p.m. on January 16. Seating is limited due
to COVID concerns, so be sure
to get your tickets well ahead of
time. We respectfully requesting that masks be worn at the
performance.

Volunteers Needed

With two concerts, we need volunteers to make them
happen. Opportunities to serve include
• Parking lot crew
• Will-Call table
• Front door greeters
• Hand out Programs
• Lobby Host
• Ushers
Call or email Kathy Coon (fourcoons91@gmail.com) or
the church office if you can be available to help at these
concerts. Many thanks!

First
Tuesday!
The first “First Tuesday” dinner for
2022 will be held January 4 at 6:00 p.m.
Reservations are necessary for the meal.
You can still sign up for a meal in Fellowship Hall following church service this
Sunday (Jan. 2).
January’s speaker is Caroline Burns, who
was raised here in Riverside Church, now
serves with Back2Back Ministries. She
will give us an update on her ministry.
If you cannot come for the meal, but would
like to learn the latest on Caroline’s ministry, join us in the Sanctuary at 6:45 p.m.
for the program.

Betty Peterson
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Church Commissions
Outreach, Mission & Evangelism
The Family Promise fundraiser
golf event raised $110,000! They
are still working on renovations of
the new facility in Cocoa.
The first concert in the Dr. Vernon
Boushell Concert Series went smoothly. A limited number of tickets were issued and we did
not go over the limit we set.
OMEC will move their meeting to the last Tuesday of the month in deference to First Tuesday
dinners.

Stephen Hoagland
Stewardship
Doug Kasimier, Treasurer, gave a
review of the budget for 2022.
An update on the Stewardship Campaign was given with 71 pledge commitments returned as of December 8. People are
still handing in Stewardship cards.

Debbie Burleigh
Education
Sunday School classes and teachers
and substitutes were reviewed. It
was decided to not hold Sunday
School classes on December 26 and
January 2.
First Tuesday Dinner program topics
were discussed.

Nelson McCray

Worship & Sacraments
December Sunday topics include
Lessons & Carols (Dec 19) Christmas Eve Service will be candlelight
and communion. Battery-operated
candles will be available for those
who are uncomfortable with lighted candles.

Jenny Lyons
Care & Support
The next Blood Drive will be
held January 2, 2022.
Christmas baskets were assembled on December 19 and delivered to office staff and homebound church members.

Gail Marshall
Fellowship
Fellowship continues to provide
individually-wrapped items to
snack on after Worship service on
Sundays.
An update was given on the state
of the kitchen equipment.

LindaLee Torgler
Next Steps

Tom and Susan White requested to
move their membership from Affiliate
Membership to Membership—unanimously
approved!
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2021 Financial (as of November 30)
Income
$ 286,730
Operating Expenses $ 338,716
Net Loss
($ 51,986)
Thank you for your continued financial support in these challenging times for everyone.
God’s work never stops...and therefore, neither does ours. Blessings,

Douglas Kasimier , Treasurer, (dkasimier@aol.com)
Session Update

Deacon Update

On Tuesday, December 16, the Session met inperson and through Zoom. Pastor Chris moderated.

The Deacons met December 14 in person and
through Zoom

Sally Friend requested and was accepted as a
member of Riverside.

Caring Person for January: Valerie Kellum.

Children’s Hunger Project will begin moving into
Fellowship Hall December 20. They hope to have
their new facility done in March.
An update on the Stewardship campaign was given. Elders/commissions were encouraged to reach
out to people who expressed an interest in their
areas on the time/talent cards.

The sanctuary was decorated for Christmas
under the direction of the Deacons and with
the help of many church members.
Becky reported that $2,070 of gift cards were
received for Cape View Elementary School.
Next meeting: January 11, 2022

Next Session Meeting – January 18, 2022

Church Officers
Church Staff
The Rev. Dr. Chris Carson
Pastor
Paula Yost
Interim Administrative Assistant

Diana Amtower
Traditional Music Leader
Travis Smith
Praise Band Leader
Doug Kasimier
Treasurer
Chuck Torgler
Custodian
Karen Ward
Web/IT/AV

SESSION

Steve Hoagland (‘21)
Jenny Lyons (‘21)
Nelson McCray (‘21)
LindaLee Torgler (‘21)
Gail Marshall (‘22)
Rebecca Burns (‘22)

Debbie Burleigh (‘22)
Carl Plaugher ('22)
Bob Howard ('23)
Anda Ray '(23)
Mark Gordon '(23)
Paula Yost '(23)

DEACONS

David Sifton (‘21)
Mary Mullin (’21)
Kathy McCray (‘21)
Laurie Casto (‘21)
Valerie Kellum (‘22)
Becky Reed (‘22)

Carolyn Hattaway (‘22)
Judy Anderson '(22)
Claire Burton '(23)
Jorge Castillo '(23)
Tammy Ivan '(23)
Jenni Wood '(23)

