July 2022 Newsletter

Riverside Presbyterian Church
3400 N. Atlantic Avenue
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931
321-783-6085
Email: riversidepres@riversidepresbyterianchurchcb.org

Saturday, August 13th
GRAND OPENING!
11:00am - 1:00pm
26 Forrest Ave.
Cocoa, FL 32922
You are invited to attend the Grand Opening of the Children’s Hunger Project’s new facility. They are sincerely appreciative of Riverside’s generosity in allowing them to utilize
the Fellowship Hall while the renovations on their new facility were completed. Riverside is invited to their GRAND
OPENING on Saturday, August 13. Let’s wear our Riverside
Presbyterian Church shirts (they are still available if you
need one or an extra—see the church office)

RIVERSIDE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN-PERSON AND “LIVE” BROADCAST

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:00am
www.riversidepres.org

Worshipping Online?
Download a copy of the Worship Service Bulletin
www.riversidepres.org/bulletins/
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Roy Sharpe’s Benediction
After Roy was with us many
people asked for his benediction….
Honor the claim of God on your life.
Be the disciple Jesus has called you to be.
And when you struggle with that responsibility;
when you’ve done as much as you think you can do;
when you’ve gone as far as you think you can go;
when you’ve held your chin up as long
as you think you possibly can
And you feel like quitting…
Don’t you do it!
Dig a little deeper, and do the best you can.
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Food Donations
Now that groceries cost more, the need for food
in our community is greater than ever! Can you
share one can? Bestow on box? Give just one jar?
Your donation of just one item can add up to a
whole cart of groceries! You do not need to
bring a whole bag of food! Peanut butter and
jelly and Campbell's Chunky soups are always
welcomed!
The food is taken each week to St. Vincent de
Paul Society in Cape Canaveral, where it is distributed to our neighbors in need. Last year St.
Vincent de Paul helped 3,052 people in need of
food, distributing 600 large
bags of food and over 1,100
travel bags. The estimated
value of the food donated was
nearly $37.000 and Riverside
was a big part of that!

Remember, God has never asked for anything
but our best.
God will gather up the best from each of us
and change the world.
Grace and peace to you, this day and everyday.
Amen.

July Birthdays

Sanctuary Flowers 2022
There are spot available if you would like to
sign up to provide sanctuary flowers in
memory or in honor of a loved one. After the
flowers are enjoyed on Sunday morning, you
have the option of taking them home or letting
the Deacons deliver
them to those who can
no longer join us on
Sundays. The cost remains at $35.00 (put
Sunday flowers on
check memo line).
Sign up is located in
Narthex.

Susan White

7/5

John Kent

7/7

Betty Peterson

7/14

Bea Lewis

7 /16

Jean Cornelius

7/17

Joyce Klahr

7/17

Debbie Burleigh

7/20

Mary Mullin

7/25

Robert Ward

7/27

Marlin Swanson

7 /29

Jeanne Kelley

7/30
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A Word from Pastor Chris . . . .
All,
Happy July! I hope this finds you well. If it doesn’t and I can stand with you in any way, please let
me know.
Summer is upon us. People are traveling. If you are on the road — or in the air, on the sea, on a
rail, I hope your experiences are life-changing. I pray you come back rested and refreshed. I hope
traveling mercies shine on you.
I am still processing our trip to Brazil, the pre-COVID part! It was a bucket-list thing and I still
can’t believe we went. When my mind wanders, I find myself at the resort, the days before our Brazilian friends joined us there. Becky and I speak no Portuguese; by no, I mean we speak NONE!
Only one person on the resort staff spoke English. His grasp of English wasn’t much more than our
grasp of Portuguese! Communication, as you can imagine, was difficult!
The resort prides itself on the service of its staff, which was incredible. Our communication issues
hindered their ability to care for us in the manner they intended. Google Translate helped; so, too,
did human perseverance. As we spent time together, we learned to read each other’s facial expressions. We noticed subtle body movements. We even developed our own version of sign language. It
took a bit. It required effort from both sides. Over time, we communicated and, I’d argue, communicated well.
In these polarized times, communication is suffering. For some reason, we accept that we can’t talk
about "this," that we shouldn’t talk about “that.” Times are surely tense. However, if we’re not careful, at some point, we’ll stop talking about anything!
Our trip to Brazil this summer reminded me that things don’t have to be as they are. As humans,
we are great problem solvers, capable of amazing things. If we wanted it enough, we might even
figure out ways to communicate with “him,” with “her,” with “them.” How awesome would that be!

Blessings, as always, on each and every one of your heads,
Chris

Did You Know...
The tradition of setting off fireworks on the 4th of July began in
Philadelphia on July 4, 1777, during the first organized celebration of Independence Day. Ship's cannon’s fired a 13-gun salute in honor of the 13 colonies. That night there was an exhibition of fireworks to further celebrate the 13 colonies. In 1870
the 4th of July was made a federal holiday by the U.S. Congress.
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Join us in September as we learn more about God’s intent
for the Sabbath.

The Men's Bible Study began a new study covering the Book of Acts, Chapters 1 - 12 on June
1st. The study is authored by Phyllis J. Le Peau.
We will most likely finish Acts with a second
book by the same author. We will continue our
bible study through most of the summer, taking
August off and resuming again on September
7th. Participants have the option of attending
in person in the Knox Parlor or via Zoom. Join
us on Wednesday mornings at 8:30am. The
study runs about one hour. If you need a Zoom
invitation to our meeting please contact Tom
White at didymus623@gmail.com.

Watch this space for more information.

Men of all ages are welcome.

Ladies—Circles are meeting both in-person in
Knox Parlor and via Zoom. Either circle would
love to have you join them.
Both the Hannah/Ruth/Rebecca and the Deborah
Circles have finished this year’s study book What
My Grandmothers Taught Me and will be taking
a short break over the summer and resume in
September.
Next year’s study book is Celebrating the Sabbath, Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight.

Join Us
for Sunday School
9 a.m.
K-5th grade
Gospel of Light series
Fellowship Hall (Stage)

Fusion Youth
13 Most Important Bible Lessons
Pfeiffer Room (Fellowship Hall)
Ages 11 - 17 years old

Adults
End Times
Knox Parlor
Crossing the Waters
Galilee (ladies class)

Learn More About
the God We Serve

Wednesday
Night
The Wednesday Night Girls Bible Study will
be finishing up their study of James using
Beth Moore’s study guide, Mercy Triumphs
in June.
Plans for the summer include using a video
series entitled, Miracles of Jesus where we
will discover the ways Jesus healed, provided
for, calmed, and resurrected the people he
encountered. There’s nothing too big or too
small for us to bring to Him.
We’d love for you to join us. Contact Paula
Yost for more information.
(paulayost@gmail.com)
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Circle

Pray with Us For...
•
•
•
•
•
•

Loved ones
Those who have experienced loss or illness
Our military personnel
Our missionaries
Our nation
Our church

Praise for prayers answered!

Our Prayer Circle continues to
pray for all church family and
friends. We meet each Wednesday
morning at 10:00 a.m. We always
welcome new members. Please
email me at biddle310@gmail.com
with any requests you may have.

Jane Lovett

“The 13 Most Important Bible Lessons”
We will resume July 3rd with a study on how to live out our relationship with Jesus in our
everyday life as we simultaneously wrestle with issues that really matter to us.

Youth SPLASH into Summer!

The Fusion Youth got together on June 17 to “cool off” in the summer heat and
have some fun at Anda and Mick Ray’s home.
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Kairos Prison Ministry International is a

lay-led, interdenominational Christian ministry
in which men and women volunteers bring
Christ's love and forgiveness to prisoners and
their families. Riverside has supported this ministry for a number of years.

In May, a Men’s Inside Kairos Weekend Retreat
was held at a nearby prison. Forty-two incarcerated men realized that they were not alone or
forgotten. Not only did God know about them,
but people like us supported them with donations and prayers. They were overwhelmed that
people they didn’t even know were praying for
them.
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Following are some of the comments from
the men involved.
•

People here take time to show the love of
God.

•

I never trusted people. Now I see the
UNCONDITIONAL love of God.

•

I’ve been here for a long time. Please, no
mater how many times you’ve been in;
don’t stop this joy, love and Christianity
here. Keep it going. Can we go back into
the dorm and be the person to change
others? Yes, we can!

•

Now I have a feeling of family. I feel like I
AM somebody!

Prison is a dark place but God is shining into this darkness in
many ways— Kairos is one of those ways.

The Concert Series - How Did It Come About?
The Dr. Vernon Boushell Concert Series, which just finished
its 13th season, was the brainchild
of Mason Gibson. He was inspired by Dr. Vernon Boushell
who gathered volunteer singers
and orchestra members to perform an Oratorio in the spring and
Handel’s Messiah in December
each year at Riverside. While
Vern was still with us, he passed
his knowledge of holding concerts and encouraged Mason with
the Appalachian Gospel programs
that he created. Having a chance
to sing the good ole gospel hymns
and listen to “the old deacon storyteller” (Mason) tell stories of
Jesus because the preacher only

came around one Sunday a
month, was a joy for those of us
who attended. With this experience and the desire for the concerts to not go away with the
passing of Vern in 2008, the Riverside Concert Series was born.
Working with an informal advisory commit-tee that included Grace
Boushell, Richard Sabino, Fred
Robinson, Dr. Dan Robinson,
Glenn Arnold, and others, the
concert series began developing,
and was named to honor Dr.
Vernon Boushell. A conductor
was needed for the series. Grace
Boushell suggested Aaron Collins, a budding young composer/
conductor who had been a student

of and played in orchestras under
the direction of Dr. Boushell. Aaron happily agreed, going on to
conduct many concerts as the series developed. He later founded
the Space Coast Symphony Orchestra (SCSO), and Riverside is
proud to have him return with
SCSO to present the annual Patriotic Concert. Over the years, different concerts have been added
to the lineup and others have
stepped in to produce the concerts, so this ministry of music
would not be lost. Many thanks to
Mason for his inspiration and
hard work in beginning the Concert Series.
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2022 Financial (as of May 31st)
Income
$ 144,757
Operating Expenses $ 150,231
Net Income
$ (5,474)
Thank you for your continued financial support in these challenging times for everyone.
God’s work never stops...and therefore, neither does ours. Blessings,

Douglas Kasimier , Treasurer, (dkasimier@aol.com)
session update

deacon update

On Tuesday, June 21st, the Session met in-person and
through Zoom. Pastor Chris moderated.

On Tuesday, June 14th, the Deacons met in-person
and through Zoom. Carolyn Hattaway moderated.

Work is being done to update Riverside’s website. The
hope is for it to go live this summer. The church Facebook page is running a series on the stained glass windows. Church members are encouraged to check it our
and “Like” us on Facebook.

Caring person for July is Claire Burton.

Work is being done in hopes of getting Fellowship Hall
kitchen operational again.
Community Engagement is working to bring “Fire and
Ice”- Tribute to James Taylor and Jackson Browne to
Riverside.
Next Session meeting will be July 19, 2022.

There was continued discussion of the Easter flower
situation. More plants will be ordered so that the
same issue will not occur at Christmas. A ministry
assessment will be done in January regarding
Christmas poinsettias.
It was voted to use deacon funds to help a church
member with supplies to fix water damage to home
while they were in the hospital.
Deacons volunteered to serve communion and attend Next Steps Meeting next month.
No meeting in July. Next meeting August 9, 2022.

church staff
The Rev. Dr. Chris Carson
Pastor
Betsie Germann
Administrative Assistant

Diana Amtower
Traditional Music Leader
Griffin Sinclair
Praise Band Leader

church officers
SESSION

Gail Marshall ('22)
Rebecca Burns ('22)
Debbie Burleigh ('22)
Carl Plaugher ('22)
Bob Howard ('23)
Anda Ray ('23)

Mark Gordon ('23)
Paula Yost ('23)
Sally Friend ('24)
Jenny Lyons ('24)
Tom White ('24)

DEACONS

Doug Kasimier
Treasurer

Valerie Kellum ('22)

Tammy Ivan ('23)

Becky Reed ('22)

Jenni Wood ('23)

Chuck Torgler
Custodian

Carolyn Hattaway ('22)

Wauneta Lehman ('24)

Judy Anderson ('22)

Mary Mullin ('24)

Claire Burton ('23)

Marianne Pluchino ('24)

Jorge Castillo ('23)

Walter Scott ('24)

Karen Ward
Web/IT/AV

25

7pm NA Meeting

24

9am Youth & Adult SS
10am Worship

31
9am Youth & Adult SS
10am Worship

7pm NA Meeting

9am Youth & Adult SS
10am Worship

7pm OMEC Meeting

26

7pm Session

19

18

17

27
8:30am Men’s Study
10am Prayer Circle
7pm Women’s Study

20
8:30am Men’s Study
9:30am Stitchin’ Sisters
10am Prayer Circle
10am Property Mtg
7 pm Women’s Study

8:30am Men’s Study
10am Prayer Circle
7pm Women’s Study

13

10am Stewardship Mtg
7pm NA Meeting

12

11

9am Youth & Adult SS
10am Worship
11am W &S Mtg

6

Wed

10

5

Tue

8:30am Men’s Study
9:30am Stitchin Sisters
10am Prayer Circle
10am Care and Support
1pm Personnel Mtg
7pm Women’s Study

4

Mon

9am Youth & Adult SS
10am Worship
11:30am Communications
11am July 4th Potluck

3

Sun

28

21

14

7
7 pm NA Board Mtg

Thu

29

22

15

8

1

Fri

30

23

16

9

2

Sat

2022

