
FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR 

Thankfulness  
 
Squeezed onto the calendar between the scary excess of Halloween and 
the commercial take-over of Christmas, is a quaint, old-fashioned holiday 
called Thanksgiving.  Other than eating too much turkey and pie, there 
isn’t a whole lot to do in celebration of Thanksgiving.  Except to be 
thankful.     
 
There is much for which to be thankful at Riverside this Thanksgiving 
season:   
 
For God’s provision and protection throughout the year and especially in 
the face of Hurricane Matthew.  The church buildings and grounds sus-
tained wind damage and some of our members’ homes were damaged. 
But Riverside and Cocoa Beach were spared a direct hit.   
 
For a family of faith that has been drawn closer together through a year 
of change and difficulty.  What a privilege it is to be a part of a faith com-
munity called to love one another and to be called to share that love 
through our ministries.   
 
For second chances and new beginnings.  God is redeeming lives, restor-
ing relationships and renewing hope here at Riverside.  And it is with 
great joy that we look forward to next year and the beginning of a new 
pastorate and a new chapter in the congregation’s life together.      
 
With Thanksgiving,  
 

Pastor Melanie 
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The Fellowship Commission will host a "Chili Cookoff" after our 

Hanging of the Greens this year, on the evening of Sunday            

November 20th.  If you would like to enter your recipe (and a full pot 

of chili!), please call Jack Sprunger at 321-783-6414.    

We thank our amazing Fellowship Commission for working so hard to 

provide all these wonderful opportunities for us to gather and share in 

the celebration of our upcoming Advent season.  Their tireless efforts 

truly help our congregation come together for food and fellowship as 

the body of Christ. 

November 

Worship Calendar 

We have returned to two 

services on the first Sunday. 

11/6     9  Communion Service 

     10  Sunday School 

     11  Communion Service  

11/13     9  Worship w/ the Band 

     10  Sunday School 

     11  Worship w/ the Choir  

11/20     9  Worship w/ the Band 

     10  Sunday School 

     11  Worship w/ the Choir  

11/27     9  Worship w/ the Band 

     10  Sunday School 

     11  Worship w/ the Choir  

Sunday, November 20th 

Come join the us to deck the halls with 
our annual Hanging of the Greens!  Lis-
ten to the Children’s Chorus sing and 
then head to Fellowship Hall for chili! 

5:00 p.m. 
Decorate the Christmas Tree 

(Sanctuary) 

5:30 p.m. 
Chili and Cookies 
(Fellowship Hall) 

Special performance of the Children’s Choir 
singing favorite carols. 

 



Celebrating 60 Years! 
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Operation Christmas Child 

For 20 years Samaritan’s Purse has delivered shoebox 

gifts packed by caring people like you to hurting children around 

the world.  Through your generosity, boys and girls all over the 

world will smile and their hearts will be opened to hearing of the 

saving grace of God.  Operation Christmas Child boxes and infor-

mation will be in Fellowship Hall during October.  The final day to 

bring the boxes back is November 20th.  Thank you for sharing gifts 

and the word of our Lord. 

Counting It All Joy 
Wednesday Nights -- November 2, 9, 16 

6:00-6:30 p.m. 
Free Family-Friendly Finger Food (Knox Kitchen) 

6:30-7:30 p.m. Classes 
 

Count Down to Christmas 
Children of the church learn how to sing in a choir.  

Judy Bartine directs Wednesday night practices and 
an optional performance at  

 Hanging of the Greens, Sunday, Nov. 20.  
(Choir Room) 

 

Taking an Account of Our Finances 
Money-management course to help young adults 

and families understand their personal finances, set 
goals and develop financial discipline.   

Led by John Tumelson.  
(Knox Parlor) 

 

Count Me In 
Wednesday Night Women’s Bible Study offers a     

special three-week study to welcome newcomers.  
(Stitchin’ Sisters, Calvin) 

 

Counting Our Blessings 
Adopt an attitude of gratitude.  Join Pastor Melanie 
for a three-week conversation and challenge lead-

ing up to Thanksgiving.  
(Galilee, Knox Hall) 

FROM THE OFFICE 
It’s been an exciting first month on the job, 

with the hurricane maybe a little more excit-

ing than I expected!  I am slowly but surely 

getting to know everyone.  Thank you to 

those that have taken the time to introduce 

yourselves, you have made me feel welcome. 

OFFICE HOURS Mon. - Thurs., 9 AM - 2 PM. 

(321) 783-6085,  RiversidePres@cfl.rr.com 

NEEDED ITEMS 

Adding Machine: We need a replacement 

adding machine. If you can donate a replace-

ment, please call or email me.  Both I and the 

counters will appreciate it! 

Locking Filing Cabinet: In need of a small 

locking filing cabinet. 

OFFICE ANGELS 

A big thanks to Sue Colley who has come in 

to help print and stuff bulletins for the last 

two Thursdays.  I occasionally need Office 

Angels to help out with various tasks.  If you 

are willing and able, please contact me! 

NEWSLETTER 

Because of Thanksgiving week, submissions 

need to come in early.  Deadline for most 

submissions is Monday. November 14. 



November 
Birthdays 
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Dr. Vernon Boushel 
Concert Series 

 
Thanksgiving Concert 
November 6, 2016  3:30 PM 

Riverside Chamber Orchestra 
Richard Sabino, Director 

Christmas Concert 
December 4, 2016  3:30 PM 

An Old Fashioned Christmas 
Indialantic Chamber Singers 
& Brevard Children’s Chorus 

Snow Bird Concert 
January 8, 2017  3:30 PM & 7:00 PM 

Big Band Greatest Hits 
Swingtime Band 

Valentine Concert 
February 12, 2017  3:30 PM & 7:00 PM 

The Ditchfield Family Singers 

Oratorio Concert 
March 12, 2017  3:30 PM  

Riverside Chamber Orchestra 
& Riverside Chorale 

Beth Green,  Choir Director 
Richard Sabino, Director 

Holy Week Concert 
April 9, 2017  3:30 PM  

Riverside Chamber Orchestra & Soloists 

Patriotic Concert 
June 25, 2017  3:30 PM  

Space Coast Symphony Winds 
and Choir 

Aaron Collins, Director  

11/1:     Vicki Geiler 

11/5:    Eric Pluchino 

11/7:    Tony Kepuska 

  Sue Loftin 

11/15:   Jack Sprunger 

11/19:   Meme Pearson 

11/21:   Dick Feather 

11/23:   Linda Autry 

11/24:   Dan Coon, 

  Wendy Gordon  

            Marilyn Grigsby 

  Marianne Pluchino 

11/25:   Lucy Hueston 

11/26:   Shirley Gerhardt 

11/30:   Millie Strieter 
 

Do you have a birthday this month? 
Are you on the list? If not, let the office know. 

Thank you for the cards and calls 

I have received since my recent fall.  

To the 7 PM Wednesday Bible  study group: 

Your deep faith and beautiful prayers 

have been a source of strength.  

I look forward to being with you again soon. 

- Grace Rudy 
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November News from the 

Riverside Presbyterian Women 

The Riverside Presbyterian Women invite all ladies to join in Deborah Circle, 

Hannah Ruth Circle or Rebekah Circle.  The Deborah Circle and Women’s Bible 

study meet on Wednesday evenings at 7 PM.  All circles meet in our Knox Parlor, 

with Hannah Ruth Circle meeting the third Tuesday of the month at 1 PM and 

Rebekah Circle meets the third Thursday of the month at 9:30 AM.   

The Presbyterian Women’s 2016-2017 Bible study is entitled Who is Jesus?  What a difference a Lens 

Makes.  November studies will include the book of Luke with the key scriptures of Luke 4:16-21 and the 

book of Acts 2:22-24.  The key idea that Jesus, a prophet of God though rejected by his own, has turned 

the world upside down with his teachings.  All women are invited.  Come and join in the fellowship and 

discussions. 

All ladies of Riverside please save the date of Saturday, December 3rd at 2:00 PM to join in our annual 

Christmas Tea in Fellowship Hall. Let’s all come and enjoy this festive time of the year with each other. 

Dates to Remember: 
November – Deborah, Hannah Ruth, and Rebekah Circles Bible Study 

December 2nd, Friday – Christmas Tea Set Up 1:00 PM Fellowship Hall 

December 3rd, Saturday – Christmas Tea 2:00 PM, Fellowship Hall 

Gail Marshall, Publicity 

Grandparents Raising Grandchildren 

Riverside Presbyterian Church is partnering with Grandparents Raising Grandchildren of Brevard.  Monthly 

support group meetings are held on the second Tuesday of each month at 9:30 a.m. in Knox Parlor.   This 

month’s group meeting has been canceled due to election day, but will resume on  December 13. 

GRG of Brevard  provides resources, legal help, counseling and agency support to grandparents who are the 

primary caregivers/guardians of their grandchildren. 

Over the past two decades, GRG of Brevard has provided services for over 1900 families. Currently, there are 

over 8,500 children living in relative care families in Brevard County.  GRG of Brevard provides cost-free, com-

munity-based programs and services that include:  Weekly therapeutic support groups; Crisis counseling for 

relative caregivers; Workshops and educational programs; Advocacy on behalf of caregiver families; Commu-

nity outreach and education; Recreational activities and respite; Emergency resource referrals for food, cloth-

ing, and infant supplies.  Many of your neighbors or friends may be in need this  support and will be well 

served by this  new Cocoa Beach group.   

For more information call the church office at 321-783-6085.   

Please keep the families, children and organization in your prayers. 
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November in the Kid’s Corner 

One Room School House 
The Children’s Church classes from the 9 AM worship service and the 

One Room School House classes have been relocated to the Pfeiffer 

Room adjacent to Fellowship Hall.  The children will have their own 

room in which to study, do crafts, and display their artwork.  Miss Vic-

ki and Miss Gail happily welcome all students, new and old. 

In November the One Room School House will continue in our fall 

study of “Grace and Gratitude” in the book of Exodus. The people 

care for God’s word by building an Ark of the Covenant in which the 

Ten Commandments were placed.  Women and men in the community prepared and offered gifts to be 

used for the tabernacle.  The tabernacle or “tent of meeting” was where the people of Israel worshiped 

God during their wilderness journey.  In Deuteronomy and Leviticus we will concentrate on “Loving God 

and Loving Others.”  We will recognize symbols of faith in the book of Joshua and answer the question 

“What Do the Stones Mean?  Happy Thanksgiving to All!!!  

Can We Talk?   Conversations of Faith  

NEW!   5th-8th graders are invited to join Pastor Melanie on the stage in Fellowship Hall  

between services for a new class.  Using the “Can We Talk?”  PCUSA Study Catechism.    

Adult Bible Study at Riverside 
(Between Worship Services 10:10 - 10:45 a.m.) 

Sunday Morning 

Kerygma Discovering the Bible, A New Generation - Knox Hall (Galilee)  Led by Penny Bernard.     

Thoughtful Christian Café - Fellowship Hall.  Led by George Spaeth.  

Tuning into God’s Message - Knox Parlor.   Led by Jak Burton.   

Weekly  

Mon. 1:00 p.m.:  Gospel of Mark, The Jesus We’re Aching For - Knox Parlor. Led by Sherrell Fischer.  

Wed. 7:30 a.m.:  Men’s Bible Study - Knox Parlor.  Led by Joe Marshall.  

Wed. 7:00 p.m.:  Women’s Bible Study - Knox Parlor.  Group discussion.   

Fri. 7:30 p.m.: Group Study - Brown Residence. Led by Jak Burton.  

Monthly 

Presbyterian Women’s Bible Study: Who is Jesus? What a Difference a Lens Makes - Knox Parlor 

Hannah Ruth Circle - 3rd Tuesday @ 1:00 p.m. 

Deborah Circle - 3rd Wednesday @ 7:00 p.m. 

Rebekah Circle - 3rd Thursday @ 9:30 a.m. 
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Family Promise recently celebrated 3 years of operation 

by entering our 69th family: a mom, dad and 14 month 

old son who were displaced from their apartment by the 

hurricane. Both parents have employment and a vehicle, 

but they didn't have the funds to return to housing. Since 

Family Promise is one of the only emergency shelter      

options for this family with a father, Family Promise was 

able to bring them in and offer them help and hope. 

Families are the fastest growing segment of the home-

less population, not because they don't work hard or 

want a home in our community. Families are primarily 

homeless due to the widening gap between income and 

affordable housing options, often due to circumstances 

beyond their control. 

Riverside's commitment to partner with Family Promise 

in ending family homelessness means a home for this lat-

est family. When this family left the Resource Center, 

they were welcomed with a home cooked meal and place 

to sleep in a host church, like Riverside.  

Family Promise thanks Riverside Presbyterian for being a 

part of the family. 

Food Pantry Drive on Sunday, November 6.     

Bring non-perishable food to worship on Sunday, November 

6 for donation to Riverside’s ministry partners at St. Vincent 

De Paul and Cape View Elementary.  Donations can also be 

made on any Sunday by leaving your items in the collection 

cart in the narthex.  Protein items are always needed, partic-

ularly canned stew, small canned hams, and peanut butter. 

No need to buy jumbo sizes!  Because items are packaged at 

the pantries for distribution, regular-sized containers are 

preferred. 

RIVERSIDE MUSIC 
Please consider being part of our music 

at Riverside during this coming         

Thanksgiving and Christmas time.  If you 

have ever sung in a choir, played a band 

or orchestra instrument, or rung a    

handbell -- your service would add to the 

joy of our celebration.  Perhaps as you're 

sitting in the congregation you hear an 

enthusiastic voice singing praises, or as 

you welcome a visitor to Riverside and 

sense their interest in music, won't you 

invite them to share their gift? 

Contact the Church Office or Cheryl Kaye 

(989) 657-3616 with inquiries. 
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Brevard Indian River Presbyteries (BIRP) 
 The September meeting of BIRP was held at Riverside Presbyterian Church on Thursday the 22nd at 
12:30 PM.  As we close our three year mission commitment to Cuba, plans were discussed to continue sup-
port in providing filters for the Living Waters of the World systems established in Paraiso Obrero this past 
year. 

 Our attention now focuses on our new mission commitment to Madagascar.  The meeting speaker 
was Doug Tilton, Regional Liaison for Southern Africa for the PC/USA.  He shared the 3 Critical Global initia-
tives: 

Poverty:  Identify and address the root causes of poverty, particularly as it impacts women and children. 

Evangelism: Share the good news of God’s love in Jesus Christ through all the world. 

Reconciliation: Engage in reconciliation amidst cultures of violence, including our own. 

The following is a summary of Doug Tilton’s presentation. 

Background on Madagascar:  Madagascar is the fourth largest island in the world and is about the same size 

of Texas.  It has amazing creatures, between 80-90% of species in Madagascar are not found anywhere else in 

the world.  There are 9 kinds of baobab trees in the world and 6 are only found in Madagascar.  The popula-

tion of Madagascar is 24 million.  Our partner church is the Church of Jesus Christ in Madagascar (FJKM) 

which was formed in 1968 by merging congregations from multiple mission churches, has a reformed polity, 

regional and national synods, and equality between clergy and laity.  There are 7,000 FJKM congregations in 

Madagascar with 5-6 million members and 1,400 pastors (30% of pastors are women) with multiple congrega-

tions that they serve.  A Military coup took place in March 2009 and a civilian administration not democrati-

cally elected was installed.  In 2013, there were elections again but politically there is much conflict and the 

unconstitutional regime change has left foreign aid and investors reticent to reinvest in Madagascar.  The 

FJKM  church is trying to help break that cycle and assist with peacemaking.  70% of national budget comes 

from overseas aid, much of which was withdrawn when the coup occurred.  Madagascar is the only country 

now in the World Bank’s Database with over 80% living in extreme poverty and 92% of the population lives on 

less than $2/day. 

FJKM has 723 primary and secondary schools around Madagascar.  The education of girls is a stated priori-

ty.  The church has asked the PC/USA for help in upgrading the teaching curriculum in the schools so we have 

sent a representative to work with the Schools Department on Evidence Based Methods of Instruction 

(EBMI).  That representative will be our featured guest speaker at BIRP’s February meeting. 

Public Health:  Elizabeth Turk has been instrumental in setting up 35-36 clinics in rural areas of the country 

where medical care is not available, putting in wells and gravity fed water systems, bed nets for seminary stu-

dents and staff from malaria, the church wide committee on HIV/AIDS  (low rate in Madagascar because pre-

vention messages have been wide spread), and rebuilding natural resources in Madagascar. 

Evangelism:  In Madagascar the saying is “Rice is Life.”  You can’t live on rice but it is the staple of the daily 

diet of the people of Madagascar.  Seminary is four years and in the beginning of seminarians’ fourth year 

they train students in agricultural development, led by Dan Turk.  Students can then take 10 fruit trees with 

them to their calls and the fruit is used as a way to be in conversation with people about the good news.  Veg-

etables, sweet potatoes and fruit trees have all been used around the island to help in this way.  70% of peo-

ple who present in rural clinics are there because of dietary insufficiency, thus the plants are a big way to help 

expand the food resources of communities and provide ways to witness Jesus’ good news.  

 There is a Peacemaking and Environmental Ministries trip to Madagascar in 2017 (late April).  If interested in 

going on this trip, the PC/USA web site provides information. 



Advent at Riverside 
 

Hanging of the Greens & Chili Cook Off 
Sunday, November 20 at 5:00 PM 

 

Eirinn Abu’s Sounds of the Season Concert* 
Sunday, November 27 at 3:30 PM 

 

Old Fashioned Christmas Concert* 
Dr. Vernon Boushell Concert Series 
Sunday, December 4 at 3:30 PM 

 

Blue Christmas Service 
Sunday, December 11 at 3:30 PM 

 

Children’s Christmas Pageant 
Sunday, December 18 at 3:30 PM 

 

Christmas Eve Candlelight Service 
Saturday, December 24 at 7:00 PM 

 

Christmas Morning Worship Service 
Sunday, December 25 at 10:00 AM 

 
 
 

*Free Tickets Required, Visit RiversidePres.org or call 321.525.7825 

Box Office: 321.525.7825 

Church Office: 321.783.6085 

RiversidePres.org 
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Summary of Session Actions - Stated Meeting, October 18, 2016  

*Received the report of the PNC that the PNC is considering potential candidates. 

*Received the monthly report of the Treasurer. 

*Received an update from Stewardship & Finance on Stewardship 2017.  Session will take 

up the 2017 budget at the November Stated Meeting. 

*Approved Property’s recommendation to repair shingle damage to the roof of Fellowship 

Hall.  Other damage caused by Hurricane Matthew for which repairs are already completed, 

underway or tabled pending further information and recommendations:  chapel roof, elec-

tronic sign on AIA, parking lot light pole.  Limbs and trees blown down were added to the 

tree removal project underway in the courtyard.  Replacement of the AC unit in the Pfeiffer 

Room was delayed but remains pending. 

*Ratified the approval of OMEC’s recommendation to expend designated and Riverside En-

dowment matching funds (total $1,200) in support of Family Promise and Bookbinder Funds 

($1000) for Kairos Prison Ministries. 

*Approved the 2017 dates for hosting Family Promise and use of the Sanctuary by the Space 

Coast Symphony ($400 net rental) for a concert honoring our military on Nov. 11. 

*Received reports from Ambassadors, Education, Adult Ministries, Worship and Deacons 

regarding on-going activities and appointed elders to assist Personnel in staff reviews for 

2016. 

*Distributed existing church by-laws, commission descriptions, elder and deacon roles and 

operating procedures for consideration next month as part of updating the Church Opera-

tions Manual. 

PNC UPDATE 

The PNC’s search for 
the next installed 

pastor of Riverside 
continues.    

 
Please keep the 

members of the PNC 
and the candidates 

in your prayers. 

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

The Fellowship Commission is looking for volunteers 

willing to help prepare and serve refreshments 

on Sunday mornings for the two Fellowship hours. 

The Fellowship Commission will resume monthly planning 

and coordination meetings starting in October. 

Meetings are held on the first Tues. of the month at 6:30 PM. 

If you would like to volunteer, please come to our meeting. 

For questions, please call Jack Sprunger at (540) 661-2340 



Eirinn Abu Bio 
Saxophone Recording Artist, Eirinn Abu gives the saxophone a new voice and sound.  
His peers call him the instrumental version of Josh Groban or Andrea Bocelli.  Eirinn 
has a recent recording of the number one love song of all time, “I Will Always Love 
You” with guest artist Dolly Parton on his Christian CD, A New Creation.  Eirinn, who 
began playing the sax at the age of 10, enjoys visiting churches to worship and praise 
and share God’s music with everyone. 

He'll be performing from his CDs, a Saxy Christmas, The Collection, and A New Crea-
tion.  You can expect a very blessed and satisfying experience that will warm your 
heart. 

Eirinn Abu is a talented saxophonist whose repertoire includes spiritual classics like 
"Amazing Grace" and soulful love songs like "I Will Always Love You" with special 
guest artist Dolly Parton. 

Eirinn Abu’s 

Sounds 
of the 

Season 
Sunday, Nov. 27 

3:30 PM 

Tickets FREE but Required 

Box Office: 321.525.7825 

RiversidePres.org 
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ANGEL TREE 
Cape View Elementary 
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Please participate in the Angel Tree for Cape View       

Elementary School.  The tree will be in Fellowship 

Hall and have paper pictures of sneakers,          

backpacks, and light weight jackets/sweatshirts 

hanging on it. Each item will be designated for a 

boy or girl and the shoes and clothing will have a 

size on it. Please select a paper item from the tree, 

purchase that item, and bring it back (unwrapped) 

to Fellowship Hall by December 18th.  Thank you for participating in our continuing 

partnership with the children of Cape View.   

St. David’s Episcopal Church Auc-

tion 
600 Fourth St. South, Cocoa Beach 

Friday, November 4 at 7 PM 

Silent and Live Auction of Goods and Services 

Complimentary Wine and Snacks provided 

ADMISSION $10 
All Proceeds to Charity 

For Tickets, Call 321.783.2554 

Christ has no body on earth but yours; no hands but yours; no feet but yours. 

Yours are the eyes through which the compassion of Christ looks out to the world. 

Yours are the feet with which he is to go about doing good. 

Yours are the hands with which he is to bless others now 

- St. Teresa of Avila 
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