“Down by the Riverside” Monthly Newsletter April 2019
NOTEWORTHY NEWS:

SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 9 AM, LADIES SAVE THAT DATE !!! Ladies, put Sunday, April 7th at 9 AM on
your calendars for the day to begin a new women’s Bible Study at Riverside. Paula Yost will be
our beginning facilitator in discussing Old Testament women whose lives and decisions were
used by God in his plans. From these women and the choices they made in their time, we may
find parallels to the choices we make today. How to see long-term consequences in little
decisions, will direct our attention to Eve. Rahab can enlighten us to choose God in our culture
too. Hannah, through her life, can reveal living and dealing with depression. Ester used her
power in her day to benefit others, and so can we. By studying these women and others in the
Bible, we can discover how they and we deal with the challenge of becoming a women God can
use and lead. For more information please contact Paula Yost or Gail Marshall. Come and learn,
laugh, and cry if needed with old and new friends.
COMMUNION SERVICE & WHITE BREAKFAST The Presbyterian Women’s Communion and White
Breakfast in our sanctuary and Fellowship Hall will be April 13. We will meet at 8:45 AM in our
sanctuary for a meaningful meditation and communion. Then we will proceed to Fellowship Hall
for fellowship and breakfast. Breakfast tickets costing $5.00 will be sold in Fellowship Hall on
March 31 and April 7.
EASTER EGG HUNT AT RIVERSIDE Kids, gather your Easter baskets and get ready for the annual
Easter Egg Hunt at Riverside Presbyterian Church on Easter Sunday, April 21st. We will meet in
Fellowship Hall after the worship service for a short devotional before the hunt. Toddlers and
children through elementary school age, are welcome to participate. All children, grandchildren,
nieces and nephews are invited. Grab those baskets and let’s go hunt some EGGS !!!
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MENU

FELLOWSHIP DINNER
SAVE THE DATE

Caesar Salad
Rolls
Chicken Parmigiana
Penne Pasta
Dessert

TUESDAY, APRIL 2, 2019, 6:00 PM
Reservations are required by March 31: Please sign up on
Sundays in Fellowship Hall after worship or call the
church office. Payment is to be made with reservation.
Cost: $10/person * $5/child * $20/family
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April News from the Riverside Presbyterian Women
We ask the ladies of Riverside as well as winter residents and visitors to please save the
date of Saturday, April 13th, 8:45 AM for a Communion Service and White Breakfast.
The communion service will begin at 8:45 AM in the sanctuary to be followed by a breakfast in
Fellowship Hall. Rev. Jane Wesson will officiate at the worship service, and Diana Amtower will be
the pianist accompanying the hymns. Breakfast will be catered by the New York Pizza House. Jack
Sprunger and men of the church will assist with serving. Tickets at $5.00 each will be available in
Fellowship Hall after services on Sundays, March 24, 31 and April 7. Come and join us in this
communion service and fellowship.
Looking forward, the Stitchin’ Sisters will be gathering their handmade quilts to be taken to
the spring Ingathering in May. There the quilts will be given to local charities. Date, time and place
will be available in early May.
Happy Easter to all !!!
Gail Marshall, Publicity
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COMMUNITY ALLIANCE

Riverside’s Adult Ministries Program has formed a strategic alliance with the Freedom 7
Senior Community Center (Freedom 7 SCC). The Center offers a wide variety of activities
including health/nutrition programs, crafts, exercise, games, and day travel opportunities.
The Center is located at the Cocoa Beach Country Club on Tom Warriner Blvd. off
Minuteman Causeway. No membership is required. Riversiders and friends are invited to
participate in all Center activities.
Of special interest in April:
Living with Alzheimer’s: A 5-part education series designed for the newly diagnosed and
their caregivers. Presented by the Alzheimer’s Association every Tuesday in April from
2pm-3:30. RSVP to 1-800-272-3900.
“Dayaway Travel” to Green Cove Springs and Palatka
On Saturday, April 20 visit Green Cove Springs, a port of call for riverboats cruising the
intercostal waterways and St. Johns River. Tour a diverse military museum in this quaint
village and end up at a pre-civil war mansion in Palatka. Sightseeing, transportation,
museum and mansion entrance fees included for $70. Van departs Center at 9:30 a.m. and
returns 6:30-7:30 p.m. Call Lee for reservations at 321-259-6300.
Retirement: Making Your Money Last- Farah Sivolella, Financial Adviser will speak
April 23 at 12noon on how to live the retirement life you have envisioned. Free lunch
provided…to RSVP and more information call Judy at 321-783-9505.
Considering Senior Living Options? Where to start? Join social worker. Denise Bilder on
April 30 at 12 noon as she provides information on the care, costs, benefits and differences
in the senior living communities in Brevard County. A light lunch will be provided, RSVP
to Judy 321-783-9505.
Shirley and I are grateful for Riverside's outpouring of prayers and support during my operation. I am
in a recovery mode which provides good days and bad. Experiencing no pain, my days show
consecutive improvement. Praise God! Dick & Shirley Gerhardt
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HOLY WEEK AT RIVERSIDE
PALM SUNDAY
APRIL 14
10 AM SERVICE
MAUNDY THURSDAY
APRIL 18
7 PM SERVICE
GOOD FRIDAY SERVICE
APRIL 19
6 PM MEDITATION
7 PM SERVICE
EASTER
APRIL 21
6:50 AM SUNRISE SERVICEFISCHER PARK
10 AM SERVICESANCTUARY
Easter egg hunt after service

APRIL 2019
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LILIES FOR EASTER
Help beautify the Church for Easter service
on April 21, 2019.
Order forms will be available in the bulletin
on April 7 & 14, 2019.
Families 114 and 115 were hosted by Riverside week March 17. These two families - one a mom and two children and the other a
mom and dad with three children. The latter mother is eight months pregnant. Both were unanimously thought to be congenial,
polite, helpful and with positive attitudes. Moreover, during this Riverside week, they each signed for housing. This is a joint effort
with FP picking a location close work, a rent they can afford, sized for the family number and much assistance from FP. With their
leases they now leave the program at their conveniences to make ready their residence as well as receive from FP needed appliances,
furniture and misc.

However, the pregnant mother and family mid week dropped from the program with still no word as to what is going on. Thinking
the baby was born, FP has concluded this is not the case. Their contract with FP stipulates these circumstances with no
communications are grounds for immediate dismissal without leniency. After Riverside reported the situation, much time the
following day was spent trying to reach out to them. It is easy to imagine the imposition on those preparing meals, hosting schedules
and chaperoning.

FP conducts at least 25 interviews per week. The vetting is intense and is mostly designed to protect hosting churches from bad
situations. Usually FP would not accept a pregnant mother that far along. However, this family " had a series of events that left them
homeless and in a tent, with the kids staying at grandma's". They had income and required only housing. The important point,
however, is that FP will still continue to work with the family through case management services in its Aftercare program, helping to
ensure their success with transitioning into their new home. Communication is necessary. Rockledge believes the family can be
successful and will engage with them to the best of their ability.

Our other family, praise the Lord, will soon finish the program and carry on together as a great family. Latoya has her own
automobile and a job at Toyota Melbourne. Her 14yo daughter and 12yo son are very responsible.

Once again our thanks to the 35 volunteers from Riverside, Pineda Presbyterian, St Davids Episcopal and Merritt Island Presbyterian
for their understanding and cooperation.
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CHURCH OFFICERS FOR 2019
SESSION MEMBERS
Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Class of 2021

Penny Bernard
Sue Colley
Paul Pfeiffer
Carl Plaugher

Dan Coon
Mick Ray
Linda Boehmer
Bob Howard

Stephen Hoagland
Nelson McCray
Jenny Lyons
Lindalee Torgler

DEACONS
Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Class of 2021

Ginny Skywark
Judy Howard
Jan Hawkins
Becky Reed

Paula Yost
Bea Lewis
Jorge Castillo
Jenni Wood

Mary Mullin
Art Hitch
Laurie Casto
David Sifton

Do you love to sing? Do you love hearing the bells ring? Need a pick me
up on Thursday evenings? All of the choirs - Youth, Adult, and Bell are always looking for new members. You don’t have to read music just come with an open heart and love for Christ. See Diana Amtower
after church or speak with any choir member for more info!
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9:00 AM Sunday School
for youth
K-3rd Grade — Stage
(Fellowship Hall)
4th – 8th Grade
Pfeiffer Room
(Fellowship Hall)

One

Great

Hour

of

Sharing

This year we celebrate the 70th anniversary of One Great Hour of Sharing, an annual
outpouring of Christian generosity that continues to transform lives around the nation and
the globe—from South Sudan to south Carolina, from Puerto Rico to the Philippines. In
1949, the Presbyterian church and other Christian groups came together to answer this
challenge: How much money can we raise in an hour to address the suffering of the
world? Eventually twenty denominations joined this effort to make the love of Christ real
for individuals and communities around the world who suffer from the effects of disaster,
violence, and/or severe economic
deprivation. The visionary people who
gave birth to OGHS wanted to show the
power that can be generated when
Christians unite in a common cause.
Today the offering’s purpose remains the
same, and the need for the life-changing
work of One Great Hour of Sharing is
greater than ever. Please joins us in
contributing to this important offering.
You know the need is great. Your gift will
make a difference. OGHS offering will be
taken on Palm Sunday, April 14, 2019 at
the 10 AM worship service.
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Be a Part of the Future at Riverside!
Get involved today by contacting the chairperson below for more information.
OMEC (Outreach, Missions & Evangelism)
Mason Gibson 321-783-3506
To oversee the outreach programs, mission programs and the evangelism of the church, including financial support and otherwise, of
local, national and international missions and ministries.
PERSONNEL
Penny Bernard 321-783-3457
To oversee the paid personnel of the church, including annual reviews of all staff; addressing any complaints and/or suggestions from
church employees; and similar issues.
PROPERTY
Bob Howard 321-452-6757
To oversee the maintenance of all the church property, including buildings and grounds maintenance and repairs that are beyond the
scope and job description of the church’s maintenance personnel.
STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE
Linda Boehmer 321-799-1283
To provide care and custody of all the funds and financial concerns of the church, including maintenance of adequate fiscal records,
financial stewardship program and campaign, annual budget and financial review.
WORSHIP
Judy George 321-783-5624
To assist in the planning for worship including policies for baptisms, funerals and weddings; sacristy; Communion preparation;
scheduling ushers and greeters for services.
CARE & SUPPORT
Judy Howard 321-452-6757
To assist all programs of nurture and care of members of the congregation, including support to the sick, shut-ins, bereaved,
widows and widowers, and those in nursing homes; prayer chain and prayer group.
FELLOWSHIP
LindaLee Torgler 321-784-4376 & Laurie Casto 321-868-1082
To oversee all fellowship experiences of the congregation, including: church meals, “coffee and conversation” hour, other fellowship
events.
COMMUNICATION
Mark Gordon 321-431-1473
The purpose of the Communications Committee is to increase the flow of 2-way information within and outside our congregation, so
all know what’s occurring within our church. We will accomplish this through timely, more in-depth weekly bulletins, (inserts)
monthly newsletters, improved web page and improved Face book page, increased timely information on the welcome screen; and
explore other ways to get information to those who attend and those who cannot attend.
EDUCATION
Jenny Lyons 321-783-5141 & Nelson McCray 781-588-3375
To oversee the educational program of the church, including: Sunday School and special series; small group educational studies and
Bible studies; other educational and study programs of the church.
MEMORIAL GARDEN CREW
Penny Bernard 321-783-3457 & Stephen Hoagland 321-793-3457
We plant, weed, trim, and generally maintain/enhance our Memorial Garden. We would love help! Feel free to contact either one
of us with suggestions and/or assistance.

