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Vacation Bible School will be held June 20th - 23rd
from 5pm - 8pm.. Cocoa Beach Community UCC
will serve as host. Riverside Presbyterian, Cocoa
Beach Community and the Lutheran Church of the
Resurrection are jointly organizing and conducting
an excellent God-filled experience for our young
people. The VBS is for children starting Kindergarten through starting the 6th grade. A free dinner
will be served at 5 pm and there is no charge to attend. The theme this year is Discovery on Adventure Island. Each evening will be filled with Bible
Stories, Music, Games, and Crafts.
To enroll your child or to volunteer, you can contact
Tom White at didymus623@gmail.com
or visit
https:/cbvbs2022.mycokesburyvbs.com
Fliers are located in the Narthex

Riverside has volunteered to provide meals during the week of June 5th, starting Sunday, June
5th through Saturday, June 11th. I am looking
from Riverside two more volunteers to provide
these meals, three meals each day. We have never had more than three families per week.
Each volunteer will prepare a hot dinner with
their choice of trimmings. Also, included would
be a light continental breakfast and sandwich/
chips for lunch. Your meals will be picked up and
delivered. I will discuss this in detail. I purposely
oversimplify because these families don't require
expensive meals. They don't suggest menus, but
are grateful for what we provide. And remember
in their hotel room are only a small refrigerator
and microwave which makes storage limited.
There are funds available
to defray expenses.
Please call me soon. 784-1132 God Bless!
~Dick Gerhardt

RIVERSIDE
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
IN-PERSON AND “LIVE” BROADCAST

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:00am
www.riversidepres.org

Worshipping Online?
Download a copy of the Worship Service Bulletin
www.riversidepres.org/bulletins/
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Summer wouldn’t have the same sizzle without a
patriotic concert by the Space Coast Symphony
Wind Orchestra, conducted by Aaron Collins,
on June 26th at 3:30pm.
This red, white and blue concert will honor all those
who have worn our nation’s uniform.
The tickets are free and will be available after worship on Sunday, beginning June 5th,
or in the church office.
Putting on a concert involves a lot of people—
greeters, parking lot crew, ushers, programs. If you
can help, please contact the
church office.

Sanctuary Flowers 2022
There are spots available if
you would like to sign up to
provide sanctuary flowers in
memory or in honor of a
loved one. After the flowers
are enjoyed on Sunday
morning, you have the option of taking them home or
letting the Deacons deliver
them to those who can no longer join us on
Sundays. The cost remains at $35.00 (put
Sunday flowers on check memo line). Sign up
is located in Narthex.

July 4th Potluck
Save the date!!
Celebrate the 4th of July with your
Riverside family with a potluck on
Sunday , July 3 after
worship service.
More information will be
coming soon!

June
Birthdays
Cathy Seeger

6/3

Louise Segura

6/4

Sandy Bean

6/5

Carl Plaugher

6/5

Bonnie Leies

6/11

Judy Howard

6/13

Mary Baldwin

6/14

Judy George

6/14

Anda Ray

6/14

Annie England

6/16

Fern Wolle

6/28

See what great love the Father has lavished on
us, that we should be called children of God!
And that is what we are!
1 John 3:1
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A Word from Pastor Chris . . . .
All,
Happy June! I hope this finds you well. If it doesn’t and I can stand with you in any way, please let
me know.
I bring you greetings from Brazil! By the time you read this, I hope to be back in the United States,
in Florida, maybe even at the church! I am fairly confident that will be the case. However my plan
was to have been in Florida as I wrote this! As the Yiddish proverb goes, humans plan and God
laughs …
After our daughter, Katelyn, graduated law school Mother’s Day weekend, Becky and I packed a
couple of bags and headed to Brazil. We went to attend the wedding of one of Becky’s co-workers.
Becky and her friend have worked together with three different companies! Their relationship has
had an amazing trajectory! As you can imagine, over the course of time, they have become great
friends.
Their wedding was incredible! It was on a beach, about sunset, in Brazil. There was dancing, great
food, most of it new to us, a mid-party downpour. Whatever picture that creates in your mind, double it! It was spectacular!
The wedding was in Portuguese, which Becky and I don’t understand. Still, we could follow the
flow. We arrived 2 days before the wedding and planned to stay a week after, celebrating with the
couple and their friends. The experience was amazing! Not only was it a happy occasion, the time
away gave Becky and me a chance to relax and to spend time together, just the 2 of us. That, in itself, was a joyous gift!
Ironically, the wedding was originally scheduled to be held in 2020. Of course, COVID changed
those plans. I say this was ironic because, while in Brazil, Becky and I tested positive for COVID,
something we had be blessed to avoid prior to this trip. Due to the positive test, we were quarantined for 10 days — our quarantine was longer than our original trip! We are fortunate that our
symptoms have been mild. In fact, we have largely been asymptomatic. We are grateful for this, as
we know it could’ve been much worse!
I write this with a week left in quarantine. Right now, I am grateful. I am grateful for my health,
as compromised as it might be in the moment. I am grateful for a spouse with whom I am happy to
be quarantined! I am grateful for our Risen Lord, who called us to be together! That gratitude has
me hopeful, hopeful that, soon, we will again be together! Until then, know I wish blessings upon
each and every one of your heads! Pastor Chris
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Ladies—Circles are meeting both in-person in
Knox Parlor and via Zoom. Either circle would
love to have you join them.
Both the Hannah/Ruth/Rebecca and the Deborah
Circles have finished this year’s study book What
My Grandmothers Taught Me and will be taking
a short break over the summer.
Next year’s study book is Celebrating the Sabbath, Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight.
There is usually an opportunity to attend an overview of the next study in August. Watch this
space for more information.
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We finished the “Growing Older and Wiser”
Bible study on May 11th. Following a few weeks
off the group will begin a new study of the Book
of Acts, chapters 1-12 on June 1st. The study is
authored by Phyllis J. LePeau. We plan to continue our Bible study through most of the summer. We will take August off and resume again
on September 7th. Participants have the option
of attending in person in Knox Parlor or via
Zoom. Join us Wednesday mornings at 8:30am.
The study runs about one hour. If you need a
Zoom invitation please contact Tom White at
didymus623@gmail.com.
Men of all ages are welcome.

Join Us
for Sunday School
9 a.m.
K-5th grade
Gospel of Light series
Fellowship Hall (Stage)

Fusion Youth
June Break -no Fusion Youth class in June.
Class resumes July 3rd.

Adults
End Times
Knox Parlor
Crossing the Waters
Galilee (ladies class)

Learn More About
the God We Serve

Wednesday
Night
The Wednesday Night Girls Bible Study will
be finishing up their study of James using
Beth Moore’s study guide, Mercy Triumphs
in June.
Plans for the summer include using a video
series entitled, Miracles of Jesus where we
will discover the ways Jesus healed, provided
for, calmed, and resurrected the people he
encountered. There’s nothing too big or too
small for us to bring to Him.
We’d love for you to join us. Contact Paula
Yost for more information.
(paulayost@gmail.com)
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Our Prayer Circle
continues to pray for all church family and friends. We meet each
Wednesday morning at 10:00 a.m.
We always welcome new members. Please email me at biddle310@gmail.com with any requests
you may have.

Jane Lovett
Pray with Us For...
•
•
•
•
•
•

Loved ones
Those who have experienced loss or illness
Our military personnel
Our missionaries
Our nation
Our church
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Do you know you can now TEXT your
donation to Riverside? Simply log on to
Tithe.ly and set up an account. (If you need
details, there is a demo on the website to
walk you through the process). But easier
to download the Tithe.ly app, Set up a user
name, password and pin # Click “give on
line” Select Riverside Presbyterian Church,
Cocoa Beach (careful, there are other Riverside Churches) Add amount of $ you
wish to donate (and choose fund/funds you
choose to donate to) and choose payment
method. You can
make a one time donation or set up your
recurrent payment.
Thanks for your continued support!

Praise for prayers answered!

Resume JULY 3, 2022 FUSION YOUTH STUDY
Sundays, 9:30am, Youth Room in Fellowship Hall
We will resume July 3rd with a study on how
to live out our relationship with Jesus in our
everyday life as we simultaneously wrestle
with issues that really matter to us.
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Teenagers wanting to serve the Lord
had very few options back in the
1960’s. This realization led to the
founding of Teen Missions (TMI)
in1970.

to get the same training and do projects in their own country. In the early ’90’s, TMI began to expand in
other countries and now operates 30
national Boot Camps and 27 Bible
schools in 19 countries, as well as a
Teen Missions is an interdenomina- Bible school at the Florida base. The
tional organization that works with
Bible schools are free to former team
mission bases, ministries and
members and leaders and offer Bible
churches around the world. There are classes as well as practical training.
three parts to the program: training
(the Lord’s Boot Camp), project time Other programs include 33 Rescue
and Debrief, a time to get ready to
Units in five countries in Africa,
go home. It’s not just for teenagers
where staff and Bible school gradueither, with Preteens (10-13) being
ates work with and help orphans and
added in1989. Adults are needed to children at risk. Riverside’s Presbylead mission trips and to volunteer. terian Women have supported orThis same opportunity for teens to be phans in Africa in the past. Another
involved in mission work was exexciting ministry is the Circuit Ridpanded to other countries in the early ers—99 staff reaching 14,00 people
’80’s, giving national teens a chance every week in 365 Sunday Schools
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in 13 countries. With their efforts,
thousands hear the Gospel who
would never set foot in a church.
Riverside also supported a Sunday
school in Indonesia.

This is just the tip of the iceberg!
Check out the website
(www.TeenMissions.org) for more
information or talk to Bob and Paula
Yost who were on staff for 30+
years. Riverside continues to support
Teen Missions and their work
around the world.

fund a local Safe
House that will restore, rehabilitate, and
vocationally equip
trafficking victims to
get a new start at life.
On Pentecost, June 5, a special offering will be col- Many of the victims of
lected that is used to support young people in Christ. this horrendous crime
Twenty-five percent supports youth and children at were taken as young
risk ministries, 25% goes to Young Adult Volunteenagers and thus
teers who are trained to work in mission in 13 sites need our help to make
in the U.S. and around the world, and 10% is used
a new and healthier
for child advocacy (working to better the lives of
life.
children by ensuring equitable, quality public education).
You can help by using the donation envelopes found
in the bulletin on June 5, writing in “Pentecost OfThe remaining 40% remains with us and will be
fering” on your regular pledge envelope, or by using
used in a local ministry. Riverside’s Mission Com- the donate option on Riverside’s website (note Penmission selected Called Out for that portion of our tecost in comment box) or text to give.
offering. This ministry works to educate others about
human trafficking. Our area is, unfortunately, one of
the hot spots in Florida. They are also helping to

Pentecost Special Offering—
a Future with Hope
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2022 Financial (as of April 30th)
Income
$ 131,268
Operating Expenses $ 114,379
Net Income
$ 16,889
Thank you for your continued financial support in these challenging times for everyone.
God’s work never stops...and therefore, neither does ours. Blessings,

Douglas Kasimier , Treasurer, (dkasimier@aol.com)
Session Update
On Tuesday, May 24, the Session met in-person and
through Zoom. Pastor Chris moderated from Brazil via
Zoom.
The Children’s Hunger Project’s construction is complete
and they will be moving the end of May. It has been a
blessing to be able to house them in the interim.
The use of Calvin Hall by another ministry was discussed. In preparation, Lab School is removing their
things from three rooms in Calvin. They hope to be in
their new building the end of July.
The ministry assessment done by the Deacons was
shared and discussed.
The Dr. Vernon Boushell Concerts Series calendar for
2022-2023 was approved.

Deacon Update
The Deacons met May 10th, in person and through
Zoom. Carolyn Hattaway moderated.
Caring Person for June is Wauneta Lehman.
A ministry assessment or audit was done on the
Easter flowers. Problems were discussed and improvements suggested for handling the next holiday
flowers at Christmas. There is a learning curve as
we shift back to regular activities after the last two
years of Covid restrictions.
Deacons volunteered to serve communion next
month and attend Next Steps Meeting.
Next meeting: June 14, 2022

Next Session Meeting — June 21, 2022

Church Staff
The Rev. Dr. Chris Carson
Pastor
Betsie Germann
Administrative Assistant

Diana Amtower
Traditional Music Leader
Griffin Sinclair
Praise Band Leader

Church Officers
SESSION

Gail Marshall ('22)
Rebecca Burns ('22)
Debbie Burleigh ('22)
Carl Plaugher ('22)
Bob Howard ('23)
Anda Ray ('23)

Mark Gordon ('23)
Paula Yost ('23)
Sally Friend ('24)
Jenny Lyons ('24)
Tom White ('24)

DEACONS

Doug Kasimier
Treasurer

Valerie Kellum ('22)

Tammy Ivan ('23)

Becky Reed ('22)

Jenni Wood ('23)

Chuck Torgler
Custodian

Carolyn Hattaway ('22)

Wauneta Lehman ('24)

Judy Anderson ('22)

Mary Mullin ('24)

Claire Burton ('23)

Marianne Pluchino ('24)

Jorge Castillo ('23)

Walter Scott ('24)

Karen Ward
Web/IT/AV

22
8:30am Men’s Study
10am Prayer Circle
7pm Women’s Study

7pm Deacons Mtg.

21
1pm HRR Circle
7pm Session

7pm NA Meeting

20

7pm NA Meeting

27

7pm NA Meeting

19

9am Youth & Adult SS
10am Worship

26

9am Youth & Adult SS
10am Worship
3:30pm Patriotic Concert

7pm Missions Mtg

28

14

13

9am Youth & Adult SS
10am Worship
11am W &S Mtg

29
8:30am Men’s Study
9:30am Stitchin’ Sisters
10am Prayer Circle
7pm Women’s Study

8:30am Men’s Study
9:30am Stitchin’ Sisters
10am Prayer Circle
Property Mtg
7pm Women’s Study

15

8:30am Men’s Study
10am Prayer Circle
7pm Women’s Study

8

12

7

6pm Bell Rehearsal
7pm Choir Rehearsal

30

6pm Bell Rehearsal
7pm Choir Rehearsal

23

6pm Bell Rehearsal
7pm Choir Rehearsal

16

6pm Bell Rehearsal
7pm Choir Rehearsal
7 pm NA Board

9

6pm Bell Rehearsal
7pm Choir Rehearsal
7pm NA Board mtg

10am Stewardship Mtg
7pm NA Meeting

2

8:30am Men’s Study
9:30am Stitchin’ Sisters
10am Prayer Circle
Care & Support
1pm Personnel Mtg
7pm Women’s Study

Thu

1

Wed

6

Tue

9am Youth & Adult SS
10am Worship

Mon

5

Sun

24

17

10

3

Fri

25

18

11

4

Sat

