
 

 

RIVERSIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

 IN-PERSON AND “LIVE” BROADCAST  

SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:00am 

Services are also recorded and available online shortly after             

the 10:00 a.m. service from the church website 

 

 

 
     

    February 7        Living Up to Criticism       Acts 17: 1-9 

February 14 The Marks on the Wall       2 Peter 1:5-8 

February 21  TBD     

February 28  TBD    

 

Please Note: The 2021 Season of Lent begins Wednesday, Feb-

ruary 17 and ends Saturday, April 3. Easter Sunday, is April 4.  

There will be no extra services through Lent and Easter.      

Communion will be April 11.           
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Fellowship after Worship  
Service is temporarily  

ON HOLD until further notice 

LIKE TO FOLLOW ALONG IN THE WORSHIP SERVICE?  
 

Whether you attend online or in-person, don’t forget to down-

load your personal copy of the Worship Service Bulletin.  We 

aren’t printing them right now...but they are available online. 

 

Bulletins - Riverside Presbyterian Church   

https://www.riversidepres.org/bulletins/


 FEBRU ARY 2021  PAGE 2 

 

DOWN BY THE RIVERSID E  

JANUARY 24th, 2021 

JANUARY 10th, 2021  
A congregational meeting was held on Sunday, January 10th, in Riverside’s Sanctuary.  Rev. Roy 

Sharpe, moderator, called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.  The Clerk of Session, Marianne 

Pluchino, declared that a quorum had been met (at least 10% active members) by more than qualified 

number through those present in person and those attending through Zoom.  

 

The stated purpose of the meeting described by Rev. Roy Sharpe was: 

1. To approve the Pastor Nominating Committee’s (PNC) selection of the Rev. Dr. Chris Carson 

as Riverside’s next pastor.  Information about “Pastor Chris” can be found here (sent to con-

gregation on Jan. 8, 2021): Download Document  

2. To approve the “Terms of Call” for Pastor Chris Carson. 
 

Voting Results 

Congregation was in favor and concurred with the PNC’s candidate, Pastor Chris Carson. 

Motion carried to approve “Terms of Call.” 
 

The PNC Chair, Anda Ray, thanked the PNC Committee, Debbie Burleigh, Laurie Casto, Gerry Harris, 

Bev Kasimier, Nelson McCray, Becky Reed, and Jack Sprunger for their dedication.  

 
 

The annual meeting of the congregation was held on Sunday, January 24th, in Riverside’s Sanctuary Rev. 

Roy Sharpe, moderator, called the meeting to order and opened with prayer.  The Clerk of Session, Mari-

anne Pluchino, declared a quorum was met, including those attending in-person and through Zoom.  

 

The stated purpose of the meeting was: 

1. To approve Nominating Committee’s selection of those serving as Session Elders, Deacons and 

Nominating Committee  

2. To receive written reports and budget presented in the 2020 Annual Report  

The Nominating Committee placed into nomination the following members:   

• For Elder, Class of 2023: Bob Howard, Anda Ray, Mark Gordon, Paula Yost; Class of 2022 va-

cancy: Carl Plaugher.  

• For Deacon, Class of 2023: Jorge Castillo, Jenni Wood, Claire Burton, Tammy Ivan;  

• Class of 2022 vacancy: Judy Anderson.  

• Nominating Committee of 2021: Judy George, John Kent, Beverly Kasimier, and Dick Ger-

hardt.  

Hearing no further nominations from the floor or through Zoom,  The motion carried. 
 

The Motion carried to receive written reports and budget presented in the 2020 Annual Report. The Rev. 

Sharpe reminded the congregation that questions regarding the budget can addressed anytime. 
 

Satisfying the Florida Laws of the State, the Church met as a Cooperation. Seeing that the officers had no 

business to bring about, The motion passed to adjourn that portion of the meeting 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001B64-mDovM3qKZpd3vV_SBbWavpMNO1g6f__Q0dGx8fb8UwYWX07vX3O5g6nlsJjYvrAm09ik5RKqG_ukGLnsx7545Ud07986-320Cc04h0NwnuQVy3s4o7hNl-pfBSrHwYYstf6yO92ndk0JlFjYfo5MRwJkdCiAYxA8IFe0WSJDoDaIDp0Q62h4QoGBVsXUS4aN6bkIYVfr4X7cNI95tIDoMQa-3lVtbGph
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We need additional folks to sign up to bring Children’s Bags for 

use in Sunday Worship Service.  If you would like to help, you 

would bring 5-6 small bags filled with a few items, each week  to 

help enhance a child’s experience in the Worship Service. The 

sign up slots are for “one” month (~4 weeks).   If interested more 

details will be given.  Please contact Nelson McCray 

(nelson_mccray@yahoo.com) or  Anda Ray 

(AndaRay77@gmail.com)  

…..or a box, jar, or bag of nonperishable 

food?  There are people right here in our 

community who could use a little help.  

Please consider bringing a food donation on 

Sundays to share with those in need.  We 

will take your donation about a mile down 

the road to the St. Vincent de Paul Food 

Pantry, where it is distributed to our less-

fortunate neighbors.  You can leave your do-

nation in the grocery cart in the narthex. Tu-

na, chunky soups, peanut butter and jelly 

are always needed!   

 

Questions? Please contact 

Pam Weiger 
(prweiger@gmail.com) 

Next Blood Drives at the Church 

on these Sundays! 

March 7 

May 2 

July 11 

September 5 

November 7 

In 2020, there were 48 donations help-

ing 141 patients in our local hospitals. 

I Thessalonians 5:18 
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The Men’s Bible Study meets every Wednes-

day at 8:30 am. We are meeting via ZOOM 

each week which enables our winter folks to 

be with us all year long. We are now studying 

“Luke—The Savior of the World”, using the 

John MacArthur study reference.  

If you are interested in joining this special 

group of men, please contact Larry Pals (at 

palsl@aol.com) or Carl Plaugher (at 

cplaug@gmail.com).  Joe Marshall moderates 

the discussion.  

We would feel blessed if you would join us to 

study the word of our Lord,  

Carl Plaugher cplaug@gmail.com 

 

Wednesday Mornings  

at 8:30am 

Harry Peterson 

 

• Born in Great Falls, Montana in 1938, and 

raised on a farm near town. 

• Served for 6 years in the Montana Air National 

Guard. 

• Married high school classmate, Betty. 

• Graduated from Montana State University, 

majoring in Industrial Engineering. 

• Parents of three children, all graduate engi-

neers. Their daughter lives on Merritt Island 

and works for the Space Center.  Their boys, 

and their families live in PA and NJ.  We have 

8 grandchildren and 3 great grandchildren. 

• First job took Harry to Puget Sound Naval 

Shipyard in Bremerton, Washington for 6 years 

and then they moved to the Washington, D.C 

area where he worked for the Naval Sea Sys-

tem Command, in charge of Naval Shipyards.   

• Upon retiring they moved into a 5th wheel 

trailer, and toured the USA for 22 years. We 

have toured all 50 states, most of Canada, Mex-

ico and many foreign countries.   

• Harry have been a member of the Presbyterian 

Church for 62 years, serving as a Deacon and 

an Elder and many other jobs within the 

church. He is a member of the Elks.   

• Now Harry enjoys bible study, fishing, walking 

and reading western novels. 

Men’s Class 

Cody Neiman 2/2 

Sonja Buckley 2/3 

Jak Burton 2/3 

Mick Ray 2/7 

Ellen Tibbits 2/7 

Katie Tibbits 2/10 

Nita Olton 2/13 

JD Bower 2/15 

Sandra Maszy 2/17 

Evelyn Whitehurst 2/20 

Debbie Swanson 2/22 

Lucy McCoy 2/26 

Mary King 2/27 

Chuck Talbot 2/27 

Pam Weiger 2/27 

mailto:cplaug@gmail.com


 

 

ALL INVITED! 
 

The Riverside Presbyterian Women invite all ladies to join in the Deborah Circle or the Han-

nah Ruth Rebekah Circle.  The Deborah Circle and Women’s Bible study meet on Wednesday 

evenings at 7 p.m..  The Hannah Ruth Rebekah Circle meets the third Tuesday of the month 

at 1 p.m..  All circles meet in our Knox Par- lor and/or zoom.   

 

 

All Circles Meet in Knox Parlor and ZOOM 
 

Hannah Ruth Rebekah Circle meets in-person and simultaneously, connect with others via 

ZOOM.   We meet the third Tuesday of the month at 1:00 p.m. in Knox Parlor.  

CONTACT: Gail Marshall (gamarshall@cfl.rr.com) 

Deborah Circle and Women’s Bible study—We are finishing up our study using Beth 

Guckenberger’s book Start with Amen. Try it! Amen can and should be a declaration of who 

God is and who we are in relation to Him.  We’ve enjoyed this study—it has put a different fo-

cus on our prayer life. 

Next up: we will be studying the book of Ephesians. Ladies, if you would like to join us on 

Wednesday nights at 7 p.m. either in Knox Parlor or via Zoom, contact Paula Yost for more 

information. There’s always room for you to join us. 

CONTACT: Paula Yost (paulayost@gmail.com)  or 321-501-6099 

 

                                    

                   Prayer Circle    

Our Prayer Circle continues to meet in Knox Hall  every Wednes-

day morning at 10:00.  All are welcome to join us.  If you know   

anyone who needs prayer you may email the church office 

(riversidepres@cfl.rr.com) or Jane Lovett and we will be happy to 

lift them up in prayer. 

CONTACT: Jane Lovett (biddle310@gmail.com) 

February News from the    

Presbyterian Women 
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mailto:biddle310@gmail.com
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PRAYERS FOR HEALING AND RECOV-

ERY, AND THEIR CAREGIVERS  

• Lindalee Torgler 

• Jen Fanning 

• Cathy Pfeiffer 

• Pastor Roy Sharpe and 

Harolyn  

• Jane Golden 

• Mary Mullin 

• Harry and Betty Peterson  

• Dr. Jerry Bird 

• Linda and Gerry Harris 

• Bill and Ann Stone 

• Linda Gibson 

• Barbara Deal 

• Grace Rudy 
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                       MY MASK 

Holy God, you see me and you hear me. 

Through my mask, you see if I smile or if I scowl. 

Through my mask, you hear me if I whisper a 

brief prayer or mutter a muffled curse. 

My friends don’t see or hear or know; nor do my 

family; nor my colleagues. 

But You do. 

This mask takes away the power of clear commu-

nication but also the possibility to infect.  

You see past my mask, you hear through it. 

When the disease that moves us to mask our fac-

es for safety fades away, will our eyes and our 

ears be stronger, better able to see and to hear 

the smiles and the frowns, the cries and the whis-

pers of those who fill our lives?   And to see and 

hear the silent voices of those lives that we can be 

a conduit for you light, even if only for a brief moment.  

Help us, Lord, to move beyond our masks...when we take off our masks.    

...AND…. 

 

• FOR THOSE WHO HAVE LOST A LOVED 

ONE 

• FOR OUR MILITARY PERSONNEL 

• FOR OUR MISSIONARIES 

• FOR OUR NATION  

• FOR THOSE STRUGGLING FINANCIALLY 

• FOR THOSE WHOSE HEALTH IS COM-

PROMISED 

• FOR THOSE WITH NO VOICE 

• FOR CHRISTIANS BEING PERSECUTED 

 

 ...AND PRAISE FOR PRAYERS ANSWERED 
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               END OF YEAR 2020 REPORT 

 Income     $317,532 

 Operating Expenses            ($375,747) 

 SBA – Paycheck Protection Program      $  32,772  

   Net Loss                ($ 25,443) 

                                                                                                         

General Fund income for 2020 was $317,532, a decrease of $25,720 from 2019’s in-

come.  Operating expenses were $375,747, coming in under budget by $29,973. The result 

is a net operating loss of $58,215.  The church received $32,772 from the SBA – Paycheck 

Protection Program which reduced the operating loss to $25,443.  This program was part 

of the Federal Government’s COVID-19 small business relief package. This net loss re-

duces the Church’s net cash reserve to $53,487.   

 

 The Operating Budget for 2021 is $405,115.  This includes new pastor relocation expens-

es.   The total for the 2021 Pledge Drive came in $24,654 lower than last year.  Using the 

pledge results to project giving, total income is estimated to be $316,850 which is $88,265 

under the 2021 Operating Budget.  During these challenging times, it is difficult to pro-

ject income with any clarity.   

 

 The total giving to the Building Fund was $24,545.  This included unpledged gifts for the 

remodeling of the kitchen in Knox Hall. 

 

We can be thankful that Riverside is in a positive cash position and has no debt.  Stew-

ardship and Finance Commission encourages supporting and establishing programs that 

will help the church have an active roll in the community, and that will attract those 

seeking to be part of  a vibrant and serving church.  Folks join a church that is active and 

doing a many good things. 

Douglas Kasimier , Treasurer (dkasimier@aol.com) 



Teen Missions International, Merritt Island  

       Honduras Relief 

Within two weeks last November, the country of Hondu-

ras was hit by back-to-back hurricanes which devastated 

the country. Mudslides and flooding destroyed much of 

the infrastructure in the country, as well as many peo-

ple’s homes. Riverside Pres through OMEC donated 

funds to Teen Missions to help with relief work—they 

operate two bases and Bible schools in the country. For-

tunately the Teen Missions bases did not incur much 

damage so the Bible school students and staff are in-

volved in helping people to recover from the destruction. 

In December, Teen Missions collected clothing and bed-

ding and filled a shipping container which just arrived in 

country. Teen Missions 

Honduras staff are cur-

rently trying to get all 

the red tape cut so they 

can access the contents 

and begin distributing 

them. Chico, the base 

coordinator says, 

“Muchas gracias for 

your donation. It will 

be a big help in our 

relief efforts.” 
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OUTREACH, EVANGELISM and MISSIONS COMMISSION (OMEC) 

In 2020 Riverside to contributed $30,000 to mission efforts around the world.  Over half of 

that amount, has been disbursed locally to those appointed by God to reach the unfortunate 

in whatever situation.  Please see the 2020 Church Annual Report for details on the dona-

tions.   You can view at this link: View Full Report  

(HONDURAS) Teen Missions Internation-

al Volunteers in December 2020 continue 

working by preaching and giving food sup-

plies to the shelters in San Pedro Sula 

and other communities. There were  able 

to deliver 2,900 food rations and 341 pro-

vision packages...while glorifying our Lord 

for giving them the privilege of serving 

Him and serving others.  

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001cBGNtub_u-5wN17zjYca3o8WerLo_ZLPrqaGEKwEPjoGySco-5DscvRupgaC7gr1dz2PCtMz3WBVjXut897o1vXkChaSbU24Aoo4EOSX0_PcfwkqurWXcBg1_Fmjd4rOmCD7W2VWn_hn5JUwZTy-SUxaOmKLri0aUGyb1Rjoyp7TebTRCPfRigfv9lDTEc6icJ-LoV5RvwsbWTD_w1FXzZU8BlgLD9x6dBoe


The OMEC Commission met the 

challenges of the past year with a 

heightened focus on the most ur-

gent needs of our neighbors near 

and far. Over time by using funds 

from the Riverside budget and combining them 

with income from two endowments Riverside has 

been able to gift $266,000 since 2007. 

In 2020 we contributed to 11 local charities, and 

to disaster relief efforts in both the US and 

abroad.  Riverside also continued to support spe-

cial offerings such as Operation Christmas 

Child, One Great Hour of Sharing, Pentecost Of-

fering and others. In addition we contributed to 

the support of several missionaries and volun-

teers, including Dan and Elizabeth Turk 

(PCUSA), Caroline Burns (Back2Back Minis-

tries), and Bob and Paula Yost (Teen Missions 

International). 

As we enter 2021, our efforts remain targeted at 

those in greatest need. The Sharing Center of 

Central Brevard recently sent us the following 

comment: 

“Your generosity allows us to look beyond the 

challenges of those who struggle to obtain life’s 

most basic needs and focus our full effort and 

heart into assisting low-income individuals and 

families that are in crisis”.    

OMEC has several openings and continues to 

seek new members to the Commission.  It is a 

great way to learn about the opportunities we 

have for meaningful outreach and assistance. 

(We are sorry to see Larry Pals depart as he has 

announced he is moving to Pennsylvania.)  If you 

are interested in participating, please contact 

Steve Hoagland (stocktonst@att.net) or  Larry 

Pals (palsl@aol.com) 

Larry Pals (on behalf of OMEC) 

Church Commissions 
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Care and Support 

Reminder that if any parishioners 

need transportation to church, we 

have volunteers available to drive. 

Call the Church Office. 

Judy Howard  (on behalf of Care 

& Support)  

Education 

 

Youth Sunday “Fusion” for 11 

yrs to 17 yrs has restarted Sun-

day Mornings at 9:00am.  Also, 

the Children’s Bags have been a 

big success.  We need more vol-

unteers to sign up to bring bags.  

 

NelsonMcCray (on behalf of Education)  

Communications Committee 

The Communications Committee 

has continued the review of the 

Church Bylaws and the develop-

ment of an Operations Manual.  

The review of the Bylaws has de-

termined that the Bylaws do not 

always reflect the church’s current practice for 

the number of required Session members, and 

they are inconsistent in references to the current 

PCUSA 2019-2023 Book of Order. Additionally, 

it has been amended several times which can 

lead to some confusion.   

 The Committee recommends that the Bylaws be 

fully amended and restated.  A timeline has  not 

established for completion, but a target of late 

Spring for completion is desired.  

 Mick Ray (on behalf of Communications)  

Outreach, Mission & Evangelism 



Riverside Presbyterian Church 

3400 N. Atlantic Avenue 

Cocoa Beach, FL 32931 

321-783-6085 

Email: riversidepres@cfl.rr.com 

www.riversidepres.org 

The Rev. Dr. J Roy Sharpe  

Interim Pastor 

 

Diana Amtower 

Music Director 

 

Travis Smith 

Praise Band Leader 

 

Kathy Coon 

Interim Office  

Administrative Assistant 
 

Doug Kasimier 

Treasurer 
 

Chuck Torgler 

Custodian 

Church Officers Church Staff 

SESSION 

Dan Coon (‘20) 

Mick Ray (‘20) 

Linda Boehmer (‘20) 

Bob Howard (‘20) 

Steve Hoagland (‘21) 

Jenny Lyons (‘21) 

Nelson McCray (‘21) 

Linda Lee Torgler (‘21) 

Gail Marshall (‘22) 

Rebecca Burns (‘22) 

Debbie Burleigh (‘22) 

 

Even though the Deacons are 

not currently holding in-

person meetings, they contin-

ue to carry out their responsi-

bilities, coordinating with each 

other on a one-by-one basis.   

There are so many things that 

they continue to do “behind 

the scenes”  We are grateful 

for such a dedicated and giv-

ing group. 

 

 

On Tuesday, January 19, the Session 

met in-person and through Zoom.  Rev. 

Dan Williams moderated the meeting 

(as Pastor Roy was in the hospital). 

Three significant items were discussed: 

(1) The Session reviewed and voted to 

approve the 2021 Church Budget (guest 

presenter, Treasurer, Doug Kasimier.) 

(2) The annual Riverside payment to 

Presbytery for 2021 would be based on 

the 2020 membership roll, which is 

$19.25 per member.  

Next Stated Session Meeting – Febru-

ary 16, 2020 

 

           

Session Update Deacon Update 
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DEACONS 

Paula Yost (‘20) 

Jorge Castillo (‘20) 

Bea Lewis (‘20) 

Jenni Wood (‘20) 

David Sifton (‘21) 

Mary Mullin (’21)  

Kathy McCray (‘21) 

Laurie Casto (‘21) 

Valerie Kellum (‘22) 

Becky Reed (‘22) 

Carolyn Hattaway (‘22) 
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