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Down by the Riverside     Monthly Newsletter 

Important Church News 

1/5:   Janet Clark, Art Hitch, Kay Hughes,  
 Fred Robinson 
1/6: Carol Woodburn 
1/7: Ruth Ella George, Bob Lehman 
1/8: Cheryl King, Wauneta Lehman,  
           Howard Mansfield 
1/10: Penny Bernard 
1/11: Carolyn Bonnett 
1/20: Evelyn Whitehurst 
 
 
1/21: Lee Bean, Doris Feather 

1/23: Kerri Bower, Lili Kepuska 
1/25: Beverly Ashby 
1/26:  Dorothy Myers, Crissie Sibel 
1/29: Denton Clark 
1/30:   Linda Goodman 
 

Be sure and join us for the first Sunday of the month for 
birthday cake after each service!   

We’ll even sing Happy Birthday to you! 
(If your birthday is not on this list, please call the church 

office 783-6085) 

January Birthdays!   

The Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held on Sunday, January 24th in the Sanctuary at 
10:15am to elect new elders, deacons and nominating committee, receive the 2016 budget, and hear the 
annual report.   

Commission chairs, please ensure your commission’s annual report is submitted to the church office by 
January 18th.  Thank you! 

International Food Potluck   Get out your recipe box and find your favorite  ethnic recipe. Put January 30 
on your  calendar so you won’t miss the  International Food Potluck at 5 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

Bob and Paula Yost will be sharing about their summer mission trip to Ireland with their Teen Missions 
preteen team. Enjoy good food, good fellowship and learn what young people can do on the mission 
field. See you there—Saturday,  January 30 at 5 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
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SOCK SUNDAY - January 3rd    Every year you are very generous in donating socks and t-shirts to be given 
to the homeless of  Brevard County, and we hope 2016 will be no different. You are asked to bring new 
white socks or white t-shirts (men's sizes) on Sunday, January 3rd. Please place them in the grocery carts 
in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall for collection. They will be given to homeless people by volunteers 
with the Brevard Homeless Coalition the last week of  January. Thank you for caring! 

The Monday Women’s Bible Study resumes January 18th at 1pm in Knox 
Parlor for Seamless.  In seven sessions, Seamless covers the people, plac-
es, and promises of the Bible, tying them together into the greater story 
of Scripture. Participants will gain an overarching understanding of the 
fundamental layout and meaning of God's Word. Each week of study fea-

tures key information that ties all of scripture together into the seamless truth of the gospel message and 
is accompanied by maps, general Bible facts, and word studies.   To participate, please contact               
Sherrell Fischer at 783-7766. 

Beginning January 10th, the Thoughtful Christian Café will begin a 4 week exploration of the “End 
Times.” That is, to use the word Biblical scholars use, we will be discussing eschatology – the time of the 
return of Christ, and the coming of “a new heaven  and a new earth” (Revelation:21:1).   

Included in this topic are such matters as the return of Jesus Christ, God’s final judgment, and the full 
reign of God. Presbyterians generally believe in being ready for the end times while not being fearfully 
anxious about them.  

When thinking about a timetable for Christ’s return, we have tended to say “Only God knows, but God 
has given us important work to do in the meantime!” All are welcome to join in this series of interesting              
discussions in the Pfeiffer Room near Fellowship Hall at 10:10 AM.  

Has everyone noticed how nice the Memorial Garden looks for Christmas? 

Your Memorial Garden crew wants to publicly thank Chuck Torgler for all of his                
support keeping the plants watered while the sprinkler system was being worked on!  
It was such a help to us and we really do appreciate his efforts on everyone's behalf. 

THANK YOU, CHUCK! 

Anita, Jim, Steve, Rich C, and Penny  :-) 

Christmas at Riverside 

Thank you to the Deacons for making our Sanctuary so beautiful during                 
Christmas. Our Christmas Eve Service was so special and we want to thank               
Pastor Melanie, Chili Thorstad, Kay Callaghan (for the beautiful banners), the Wor-
ship Commission, our lay readers, A/V team, Bell Choir, Adult Choir, Psalm 66 Praise 
Band, ushers, greeters, and many other volunteers! 
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Acolytes and Lay Readers Needed!   

Would your child or teenager like to assist 
in the 9:00am service?  We’d love to have 
them!  We need acolytes  who can assist 
with pouring water into the Baptismal 
font, lighting the candles, preparing the                   
Communion table, etc.   

We also need Lay Readers for the 11:00am 
services.  These  individuals play an                    
important role in worship and will read the 

call to worship, the 
offering and first                
reading.   

Please contact Pastor 
Melanie at 783-6085 
or Ann Stone at 783-
5537 for more                       
information. 

Operation Christmas Child & Cookie Sunday! 

Thank you to our Riverside Family for all their care, love and 
support to the Operation Christmas Shoebox and Christmas 
Cookie Sunday. These Church Projects have helped many                     
people feel needed and Loved! 

                                                                               - J.B. Olds 

Motorcycle Sunday School Update 

Riverside Pres supports a weekly Sunday School in Indonesia on the island of               
Borneo through Motorcycle Sunday School Mission. God is at work in this Muslim 
nation and we are a part of it And now for the update: 

It is always a joy to see growth in another believer. Especially when they are            
excited to grow. This month at the Riverside Sunday School, the children are really 

grasping the lessons being taught by the circuit riders. Not only are they getting a hold of the lessons but 
their parents are even helping them with their memory verses. In this situation alone, this allows the chil-
dren to be a                 testimony to their unsaved parents. God is so good! Pray that the parents will contin-
ue to stay active in Bible memory. Each week that the Circuit Riders see the children interact in the les-
sons and activities, they are shown the fruits of their work. please pray for the 33 students that attended 
Sunday school this month. Pray that they can be the brightest light to the people in their village. 
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News from the One Room Schoolhouse     January in the Kid’s Corner  

 

The One Room School House for Riverside’s Kids has their Sunday school class from 10:10 to 10:50 AM in 

the time frame between the first and second services.  Come and find us in the children’s corner of                   

Fellowship Hall. 

The One Room School House’s yearly theme is Growing in Grace and Gratitude.  In January our topics will 

include the visit of the Magi.  A star led them onward and they were able to worship the baby Jesus.  

When Jesus was 12 he took himself to the temple to talk with the religious teachers and amazed them 

with his understanding and answers.  Jesus baptized by John, revealed this was a sign of His commitment 

and mission to do as God desired. In the wilderness Jesus resisted temptation to turn away from God. He 

used God’s word in the scriptures to give him guidance. The January lessons conclude with “Good News.”  

Jesus speaks in the synagogue in Nazareth.  Jesus claims that the Lord and sent him to preach good news 

to the poor, release of the prisoners and recover of sight to the blind, liberate the oppressed and to pro-

claim the year of the Lord’s favor. He added, “Today this scripture has been fulfilled just as you heard it.” 

The children participated in worship by preparing the candles for the Christmas Eve service and                    

decorated the wreaths on the doors leading into the narthex.       

The tied fringe blankets were given to the children who came with their parents to the Family Promise 

week at Riverside in December.  Also Christmas bags and stockings filled with small gifts, stuffed animals 

and toys were given to the families to help celebrate the joys of the Christmas spirit.  A tree decorating 

time was enjoyed by all.   

 Miss Vicki and Miss Gail happily welcome all students, new and old.  Please remember, One Room School 

House class begins at 10:10 to 10:50 AM in Fellowship Hall between the two worship services. 

Happy New Year to all !!! 

Brevard and Indian River Presbyterian (BIRP) Mission Conference Week 

 We are looking forward to the start of a 2016 BIRP year that begins with the BIRP Mission Week from    
Saturday, Jan. 30th through Sunday, February 7th.  The Week will begin with a covered dish supper to be 
held at Pineda Presbyterian Church at 6 PM on Saturday, January 30.  Members of all BIRP church are     
invited to bring food to share and to meet fellow Christians and hear of opportunities to carry out the 
mission of the church (Matthew 28:19-20).  Please put the opening event on your calendar now.  
  
During the week there also will be opportunities to meet visitors from Cuba, BIRP members who have 
traveled to Cuba with the Central Florida Presbyter teams, and missionaries from other parts of the 
world.   Of special interest will be our BIRP members reporting the progress of installing a Living Waters 
of the World water purification site in Cabaiguan, Cuba.  
 
 A schedule for talks and presentations at all individual churches, including Riverside, will be provided as 
soon as it is available. 
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The Presbyterian Women of Riverside enjoyed the fellowship of 63 women who attended our                 

December 5th Christmas Tea.  A musical Christmas program was presented with Cheryl Kaye on 

the piano and Ingrid Borst on violin. Tea and light refreshments were served.  Approximately 40 

Christmas Stockings were filled and returned to the Salvation Army for their distribution.  Several of 

our ladies manned the Angel Tree also for the Salvation Army on December 7th at Merritt Square 

Mall.   

At the Christmas Tea, it was the privilege of the Honorarium Committee to present the names of Kay 

Callaghan and Barbara Sprunger as the 2015 recipients of Honorary Life Membership in the                  

Presbyterian Women, Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).   Both ladies through their church and                        

community activities exhibited lifestyles to be so honored.  Congratulations to Kay and Barbara.    

The PW continues to welcome back our winter resident ladies.   We gladly offer you the opportunity 

to join us in circle fellowship.   Hannah Ruth meets on the 3rd Tuesday at 1 PM in Knox Parlor.                

Rebekah Circle meets the 3rd Thursday at 9:30 AM in Knox Parlor.  Deborah Circle meets the 3rd 

Wednesday at 7 PM in Knox Parlor.  Our Bible Study, Come to the Waters, tells water stories of 

faith from Genesis to Revelation  

After the first of the year, the PW will host a “SOUP” Sunday in Fellowship Hall.  Great praise for         

delicious varieties of soups has been given for our previous Soup Sundays in past years.  More                

information will be forthcoming. 

Dates to Remember: 

January 8 – 9:30 AM – Church Women United, Cocoa Beach Community Church, 

Annual Meeting 

January 14 – 9:30 AM – PWCT, Calvin Hall 

February 7 – Blanket Sunday, CWS/TWS Congregational wide offering 

            February 10 – Ash Wednesday, Lent Begins 

Happy New Year to all!   Gail Marshall, Publicity  

News from Presbyterian Women 

2016 Contribution Envelope Books are in the Narthex for pickup.  In an effort to conserve resources, 
books were not ordered for members who did not pick a book up for the last two years, or for those who 
auto pay through electronic banking, .   

If you do not have a book and would like one, please contact the church office.  Please, do not use a prior 
year’s envelopes for 2016 contributions. To conserve booklets, we often re-number at the end of the year 
and if you use old envelopes, your contributions may not becorrectly recorded.   

Also, please remember to put at least your last name on the envelopes as well; this helps us to ensure we 
are recording accurately.  Thank you everyone and HAPPY NEW YEAR! 
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