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January Birthdays!
1/5:
1/6:
1/7:
1/8:
1/10:
1/11:
1/20:
1/21:

Janet Clark, Art Hitch, Kay Hughes,
Fred Robinson
Carol Woodburn
Ruth Ella George, Bob Lehman
Wauneta Lehman,
Penny Bernard
Carolyn Bonnett
Evelyn Whitehurst
Lee Bean

1/23: Kerri Bower
1/25: Beverly Ashby
1/30: Linda Goodman

Please contact the office to be included on the
birthday list if you are not listed..
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BLOOD DRIVE
Sunday, January 13th, 9a-1p
Now is the time to start eating high iron foods. Iron fortified
cereals, liver, chicken, beef, pork, greens, turnip, mustard greens,
collard greens, broccoli, spinach, liverwurst, oysters, clams,
prunes, raisins, dried apricots, dried peaches, lima beans, etc..
Let’s all make sure we donate!
Thanks as always to those of you who give every time!
BLANKET SUNDAY—January 13th Envelopes provided in the bulletin
For over 60 years, CWS has worked in partnership with local communities to
identify their needs and access the resources they need to build the foundation for
a more viable future, including:





Blankets, tents, food and other emergency supplies in the wake of a disaster
Tools and seeds for refugees returning home to replant their fields
Wells for families living in drought prone areas to provide clean, safe water to
drink and to irrigate crops and gardens
Literacy training and microcredit for women struggling to realize their potential.

Please prayerfully consider how you can give to support this important mission. Please contact the
Presbyterian Women with any questions.

NEW Sunday School Class:
We will begin a new Sunday School class
on Sunday, January 6th with Pastor Mike.
The class will meet in Fellowship Hall and
course material will be provided.

THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE CONGREGATION:
This year’s Annual Meeting of the Congregation will be held on Sunday, February 3rd
in the Sanctuary after the service to hear the reports and activities
at our church’s annual meeting.
If you are on a commission, please ensure your commission’s annual report is submitted to
the church office no later than Wednesday, January 16th.
Email the reports to riversidepres@cfl.rr.com—Thank you!
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News from Presbyterian Women
January News from the Riverside Presbyterian Women
The Presbyterian Women of Riverside hosted approximately fifty ladies and guests on
Saturday, December 1st at 2:00 PM at our annual Christmas Tea in Fellowship Hall. This
year’s theme was “Carols of the Christmas Season.” In keeping with the theme, the tea began
with the ladies going table to table to discern the Christmas carol or seasonal song represented
by the different centerpieces at each table. Much fun and enjoyment was shared. Our musical
program was beautifully presented by Diana Amtower, our Riverside’s choir director and
organist. The Salvation Army Christmas Stockings were collected at the tea with thirty one
stockings delivered to their facility in Cocoa.
Looking ahead, the PW will sponsor the Blanket Sunday Offering collected at the worship
service on January 13th. In February on Sunday the 24th our annual Soup Sunday will be held.
As always delicious soups will be ladled out to the congregation after the worship hour in
Fellowship Hall.
The Riverside Presbyterian Women invite all ladies to join in the Deborah Circle, the
Hannah Ruth Circle or the Rebekah Circle. The Deborah Circle and Women’s Bible study meet
on Wednesday evenings at 7 PM. Hannah Ruth Circle meets the third Tuesday of the month at
1 PM and Rebekah Circle meets the third Thursday of the month at 9:30 AM. All circles meet
in our Knox Parlor. This year’s Bible study is entitled God’s Promise I Am With You.

H A P P Y N E W Y E A R T O A L L !!!

The Creative Arts Foundation of Brevard partners with your
Space Coast Symphony Orchestra and Riverside Presbyterian
Church presents Music on the River, a concert series that
showcases incredibly talented and accomplished young
musicians. The line up of truly amazing young stars changes
month to month on this FREE series. Music on the River
concerts run from August through March. The concert is free of
charge, with a $10 suggested donation. The next concert will by
Sunday, January 27th at 3:30 pm.
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2019 BIRP Mission Week Focus
Over the last two years, we in Brevard and Indian River Presbyterian Churches have been
blessed to learn about the people of Madagascar and the work of the FJKM Church in
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ there. The FJKM denomination, larger than
PCUSA, serves millions of Malagasy Christians, and in 2018 celebrated the 50 th anniversary of
the denomination and 200 years of Christian witness in Madagascar.
Over the course of our partnership, we have learned about the work of Jan Heckler and
supported efforts to train teachers in effective methods of teaching, rejoicing as that program
became fully adopted in the FJKM schools and even adopted into the denominational budget!
We have also learned about the work of Dan and Elizabeth Turk and supported two projects:
the fruit Center at Mahatsinjo, which enables the FJKM to provide training and quality fruit
trees to help subsistence farmers get out of poverty by growing fruit trees, as well as supporting
the renovation of a well system at a Conference center in Isoavina Ambanitsena access safe
drinking water.
Before bringing our partnership to a close, there is one more issue we wish to stand in solidarity
with the FJKM denomination to address: human trafficking. As poverty and unemployment
levels remain high in the country, many Malagasy citizens are vulnerable as they look for any
work that might support themselves and their families. Some are lured by promises of steady
employment, taking jobs as domestic workers in other countries, only to be turned into modernday slaves as their passports are taken, wages are withheld, enduring physical abuse, sexual
abuse, and even death at the hands of their employers. Other communities are preyed upon by
“sexual tourists” who use traditional values of child marriage for their own benefit, turning
children into commodities and leaving behind incredible trauma.
The FJKM church has and continues to address these issues, working with contacts and even
governments to identify and return trafficked citizens from other countries and helping them to
begin recovering from their experiences. They also work with communities to help them
understand how traditional practices, rather than being honored and supporting their children,
are being used to hurt them instead.
Our offering this year will go to support these efforts to end human trafficking and help victims
of it. We hope you will help us to work with FJKM to say to the world that the people of
Madagascar are Children of God, Not for Sale.
There is an opening worship and potluck/dessert gathering on Saturday, February
9th at 6:00 p.m. at Pineda Presbyterian Church.
All BIRP churches are invited and our keynote speakers will be present, so you can meet speakers before you hear them at your church or be introduced to someone you may not otherwise
hear from. The events at Riverside will include the following:
At Riverside, BIRP mission speakers will speak on Wednesday, February 13th at the
Men’s Bible Study at 7:30 AM and at the Women’s Bible Study at 7:00 PM.

Thank you Church family for your understanding while I was in Kansas City helping to care for
my new grandson, Jack. He is a healthy, fun baby and I am grateful for my time with him.
I also appreciate your well wishes and welcoming back to the office. Thank you to those you gave
me yummy treats and gifts for Christmas! Your generosity is overwhelming.
I look forward to a wonderful 2019 at Riverside Presbyterian Church! Blessings, Liz

