
FROM THE INTERIM PASTOR 

God has been moving mightily in and through the Riverside family of 

faith in the three months since I started as your interim pastor.  It has 

been a privilege to come alongside this gifted and grace-filled                          

congregation.  

The congregation is blessed by faithful elders and deacons and talented 

staff; and I am deeply grateful for their leadership during this time of 

transition.   Patience, love for one another, and humor have enabled us 

to make good progress to-date on the goals for the interim and to get 

through a few rough patches along the way.  

Most of what has been done in the past 90 days has been                                     

inward-focused:  calling new leadership and a PNC, re-working worship 

services, shoring up finances, evaluating and assessing existing activities 

and programs, etc.  I am challenging myself and you to turn that focus 

outward over the next 90 days.  

Join me in praying for and reaching out to our local community in more 

intentional ways. Look around and consider who our neighbors are now. 

Reflect on how God is calling us to minister to them in new ways.   Be 

thinking spiritually but also strategically about taking the steps necessary 

to begin moving into the future.  

We are blessed to be a blessing.  
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One Great Hour of Sharing 

Did you know that the One Great Hour of Sharing offering is an ecumenical effort among several                                   

denominations? After World War II several denominations joined together with a goal to make the love of 

Christ real for individuals and communities around the world. 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) joins in this effort to help others. The offerings collected through PCUSA 

churches enable the church to share God’s love with our neighbors-in-need around the world by providing 

relief to those affected by natural disasters, providing food to the hungry and by helping to empower the 

poor and oppressed. 

Presbyterian Disaster Assistance receives funds that have helped in Flint water crisis, provided food in South 

Sudan and helped with the refugee crisis in Europe.  Funds going to the Presbyterian Hunger Program aid 

their work with congregations and partners around the world to alleviate hunger and eliminate its causes. 

Self Development of People projects are funded, helping people in the US as well as other parts of the world 

better their situations. Check out the website for more information (specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs) about 

this year’s projects. 

Sometimes God calls upon us to go and sometimes He calls upon us to give. The One Great Hour of Sharing 

offering will be taken Palm Sunday, March 20th. 

 
For children entering 2nd Grade through entering 7th Grade 

 
Cost: $10,  

(not to exceed $25 per family) 
 

Registration closes May 15th 
 

Check our website for more information:      www.riversidepres.org 

Food for Students in Need 

Riverside is in the Cape View Elementary district and supplies emergency food 

bags for CVE families who have temporary one-time needs.  For those who 

want to help our neighbors in this way, here is a list of suggested food items 

(all should be non-perishable; boxed or canned): 

 

 

 

 

 

Please deliver food items to the church office, thank you! 

 Instant Oatmeal 

 Mac and cheese  

 Canned meaty pastas (ravioli, etc); Canned meaty soups 

 Canned fruits, vegetables 

 Peanut butter 

 
 

Riverside Music Camp 
June 6th - 10th, 2016 

9:00am-12:15pm 
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Kid’s Corner - One Room School House 

The One Room School House for Riverside’s Kids has their Sunday school class from 10:10 to 10:50 AM in the 

time frame between the first and second services.  Come and find us in the children’s corner of Fellowship 

Hall. 

The One Room School House’s yearly theme is Growing in Grace and Gratitude.  In March our topics will      

include Jesus healing the 10 lepers.  Only 1 leper, a Samaritan, came back praising God and expressing his 

gratitude to Jesus.  Next, Zacchaeus welcomes Jesus into his home and received Jesus’ gracious presence.   

This encounter led to Zacchaeus transformation in his behavior toward others.  Following is the story of   

Jesus going from a triumphant entry into Jerusalem and in a few short days was crucified on a cross.  Jesus 

offered forgiveness and reconciliation even to his enemies. He is pure grace and gives love without limits.  

Our last story reveals the disciples going from heartbreak to surprise at the empty tomb.   

God’s grace raised Jesus from the dead.  That same surprise, joy and wonder at Jesus’ resurrection still 

comes to us and we are grateful for this news.  These stories are found in the New Testament in the book 

of Luke.     

 Miss Vicki and Miss Gail happily welcome all students, new and old.  Please remember, One Room School 

House class begins at 10:10 to 10:50 AM in Fellowship Hall between the two worship services. 

 

Family Promise 

Take notice!  The Family Promise signup board is positioned in Fellowship Hall next to the Box  Office. FP will 

be at Riverside the week of March 20– March 27 and will include our newest family, number 59.   Please give 

consideration to hosting, providing meals or chaperoning.   

On the Box Office table is a manual explaining  responsibilities for these choices.  It is important to realize that 

more volunteers makes everyone's job easier as we go through 2016.  More  participants allows Riverside to 

spread out these easy assignments.  Try it with a partner.  Post your name and give it a try.  Serve God! 

A nonprofit program expressly caring for the homeless and jobless, we are part of a 41 state mission with a 

total of 183 chapters like Riverside.  There are 4500 congregations and 135,000 volunteers making up the USA 

network.                                

Riverside became operational in September, 2013.  We were presented a Founding  Congregational Award at 

the February Awards Banquet which will hang in Knox Parlor. 

The benefits are amazing.  FP of Brevard graduates one family in 34 days.  They leave with an apartment and 

job along with furniture,  groceries and miscellaneous.   Considering what we give (housing and food) to their 

hardship the kids stay in school while parents seek work and housing in addition to attending classes                          

sharpening their financial and social skills. 

Put your name on that board.  Thank you!                                                                              - Dick Gerhardt, Coordinator 
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News from the Riverside Presbyterian Women 

The PW’S “Stitchin’ Sisters’” hosted a “SOUP” 

Sunday in Fellowship Hall after both services on 

February 7th to honor our seasonal visitors.  Great 

praise for the delicious varieties of soups was               

received.  Donations totaling $367 was given for 

the Stitchin’ Sisters’ ministry of sewing quilts and 

clothing for those who are in need.  Also                            

approximately $600 was given to the Church 

World Service Blanket Offering sponsored by the 

Presbyterian Women. Our grateful thanks go to 

Riverside’s congregation for their generous sup-

port for both events. 

The PW supports P.A.T.H., Presbyterian Answer 

to Hunger.  Our attention has been on the                  

country of Haiti where 75% of the people live on 

two dollars per day.  Seeds of the Moringa tree 

are being purchased and planted to help alleviate 

hunger and thirst. These trees are called Miracle 

Trees.  The leaves of this tree can give 12 times 

the amount of vitamin C as there is in oranges; 10 

times the amount of vitamin A as there is in                    

carrots; 17 times the amount of calcium as there is 

in milk; 15 times the amount of potassium as there 

is in bananas; 9 times the amount of protein as 

there is in yogurt; and 25 times the amount of iron 

as there is in spinach.  The dried, crushed seeds of 

the Moringa tree can purify water.   

 All ladies, guests, visitors of Riverside’s 

congregation please Save the Date of March 18th 

for the Presbyterian Women’s Communion and 

White Breakfast in our sanctuary and Fellowship 

Hall.  We will meet at 8:45 AM in our sanctuary for 

a meaningful meditation and communion.  Then 

we will proceed to Fellowship Hall for fellowship 

and breakfast.  Breakfast tickets costing $5.00 will 

be sold in Fellowship Hall on March 6th and 13th 

on the two Sundays prior to the March 18th date.  

Our thanks in advance go to Dick Gerhardt and 

his men for preparing and serving the                 

breakfast.  If you are unable to stay for the 

breakfast, you are welcome to attend the       

communion and meditation service.              

Dates to Remember: 

March 10 - PWCT  

March 18 – PWCT  

March 19-  Communion & White Breakfast 

March 20 – Palm Sunday 

March 27 – Easter Sunday 

Riverside Men: Your Assistance is Requested 

We once again ask for your assistance with this year’s             

Presbyterian Women’s White Breakfast on Saturday, 

March 19th at 8:45am. 

The morning is special for the women as they enjoy                        

devotions and accept Communion in the sanctuary 

and together stroll to Fellowship Hall for breakfast 

and conversation.  We do the rest! 

We begin at 7:00 with teams setting tables (real 

dishes, silverware, etc), miscellaneous prep jobs (your 

preference), serving food and beverages (approx 

9:30)am, clearing tables and dishwashing.  This light-

duty multiple-man detail makes the event even more 

a special time for the girls.  However, you will only be 

rewarded in heaven.  Not really; their gratitude will be 

evident. 

Last year several men offered their whole morning to 

do whatever.  You won’t be sitting except when you 

also  enjoy the fruits of your effort while eating   

breakfast at a reserved table.  If you will affirm your 

availability with any time restraints your presence will 

be appreciated.  

Contact:  Dick Gerhardt, 784-1132, n300UM@aol.com 
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Dave Bartine joined Riverside with wife, Judy, in June 

2008 by transfer from First Presbyterian Church of              

Orlando. Served as Elder, on Property and Education 

Commissions, and on Nominating Committee.                     

Currently serving as Elder and leads adult Sunday 

School class. Previously served on a PNC for the                  

Presbyterian Church in Rolla, Missouri. 

Mark Gordon and wife Wendy joined Riverside in 

March 1994, on the Sunday the new sanctuary was 

opened!  Has served in various capacities over the years 

including elder, middle/high school Sunday school 

teacher, youth leader, and sound team. Served on       

R i v e r s i d e ’ s  2 0 0 4  P a s t o r  N o m i n a t i n g                                      

Committee.  Currently serves as an Elder and                         

participates on the Fellowship  Commission and                     

attends Sunday school.   

Linda Boehmer joined Riverside along with her family 

Flip, Hannah and Ryan in 2003.  Served as an Elder on 

Stewardship and Finance Commission and Nominating 

Committee.  Supports Family Promise as Set-Up                   

Captain and as an overnight host.  Served as a volun-

teer for nursery, Jr./Sr. High Sunday School, multi-

congregational VBS and Riverside's Music Camp. She is 

also a member of the Older Adult Ministry. 

Charlotte Coon began attending Riverside in 2000 

when her family moved to Cocoa Beach from Colorado. 

She grew up attending the 11:00am service and also 

attended Sunday School.  Most recently, Charlotte 

attends the 9:00am Contemporary Service.   She also 

volunteers in the nursery and assisted with the Music 

Camp last year.   Charlotte will graduate from Cocoa 

Beach High School this Spring. 

Joe D. Marshall joined Riverside in August 1972 with 

his wife, Gail.  He has taught Several Sunday school 

classes and served as President of Trustees, Deacon 

and several terms as Ruling Elder.  Currently the              

facilitator of Wednesday Morning Men’s Bible Study 

and serves on Brevard and Indian River                             

Presbyterian (BIRP) Mission Conference, and                       

Deacon-elect class of 2016.   

George Spaeth and his wife Kathie joined Riverside in 

April 2013.  Currently serving on Session as an Elder 

and frequently teaches Thoughtful Christian Café.  

Previously Commissioned Ruling Elder and Solo                  

Pastor of Conway Presbyterian Church in Orlando.  

Has also served on the  Committee on Ministry of the 

Central Florida Presbytery, assisting churches in the 

pastoral search process.   

Bev Kasimier first joined Riverside in 1962, attending 

until 1974.   Returned to Cocoa Beach in 1989 to                   

continue membership.   With husband Doug and four 

children, remained active in youth  activities and                   

missions, and volunteered over a decade for Fifth 

Quarter events.  Serves as volunteer for church                   

office, concerts, nursery, Family Promise and attends 

Sunday school and Bible study.   

Lindalee Torgler joined Riverside in 2008.  She has 

served as a Deacon, as a weekly counter and                     

attendance recorder and on the Personnel                         

Commission.  Previously, she volunteered with Spring 

Praise Fest.  Participated in the Riverside Choir for 

many years and is currently active in Women’s Bible 

Study, Family Promise and also volunteers in the 

church office on occasion. She is married to Chuck 

Torgler, church custodian. 

Pastor Nominating Committee Nominees 

(PNC) 

On Sunday, March 6 at 10:30 a.m. the congregation will meet in the sanctuary to elect the Pastor Nominating 

Committee. The PNC will be charged with responsibility for searching for the next installed pastor of the                   

congregation.  Members are encouraged to attend this important meeting to cast their vote.  Be praying for 

those who have committed themselves to serve in this way 

In the coming weeks all who worship at Riverside will be asked to provide their input in the search process by 

completing an on-line survey.  The PNC will use the data collected in the survey to help complete the on-line 

profile that will be posted for the position.  More information will follow in the Friday announcements and         

Sunday bulletins regarding the link to the survey.  

Nominated to serve on the PNC:  
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Be a Part of the Future at Riverside!     
 

Serve on a commission.  Get involved today by contacting the chairperson for the commission below for 
more information.   

 
AMBASSADORS                                                                               
John Tumelson: 678-778-4105  
To plan and coordinate programs to foster church membership maintenance and growth, including but not 
limited to:  1. Visitor Growth; 2. Membership Growth; 3. Volunteer Growth.  
 
EDUCATION                                                                       
Gail Marshall: 321-453-2890 
To oversee the educational program of the church, including: Sunday School and special series; small group 
educational studies and Bible studies; other educational and study programs of the church. 
 
OMEC (Outreach, Missions & Evangelism)                                                                
Mason Gibson:  321-328-7723 
To oversee the outreach programs, mission programs and the evangelism of the church, including financial 
support and otherwise, of local, national and international missions and ministries. 
 
PERSONNEL                                                                                                                                
Dan Coon:  321-868-5058 
To oversee the paid personnel of the church, including annual reviews of all staff; addressing any complaints 
and/or suggestions from church employees; and similar issues. 
 
PROPERTY                                                                                                                              
Mike Reed: 321-960-1033 
To oversee the maintenance of all the church property, including buildings and grounds maintenance and  
repairs that are beyond the scope and job description of the church’s maintenance personnel.  
 
STEWARDSHIP & FINANCE                                                                                         
Debbie Burleigh:  321-799-2114 
To provide care and custody of all the funds and financial concerns of the church, including maintenance of 
adequate fiscal records, financial stewardship program and campaign,  annual budget and financial review. 
 
WORSHIP                                                                                                                                 
Judy George:  321-783-5624 
To assist in the planning for worship including policies for baptisms, funerals and weddings; sacristy;           
Communion preparation; scheduling ushers and greeters for services. 
 
CARE & SUPPORT                                                                                                          
Carl Plaugher:  321-784-6285 
To manage all programs of nurture and care of members of the congregation, including support to the sick, 
shut-ins, bereaved, widows and widowers, and those in nursing homes; prayer chain and prayer group.  
 
FELLOWSHIP                                                                     
Jack Sprunger:  321-783-6414 
To oversee all fellowship experiences of the congregation, including: church meals, “coffee and                                        
conversation” hour, other fellowship events.  
  
 
 



Holy Week at Riverside 

The Maundy Thursday service this year will include foot-washing as well as  communion. Make plans now to 

attend and invite a friend or neighbor to this special service.  Jesus said, "A new command I give you: Love one 

another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another."  Jesus humbled himself to wash the feet of his               

disciples before breaking bread and blessing the wine.   

During the service, Pastor Melanie will invite worshipers to go to the rear of the sanctuary to have their feet or 

hands washed as they feel called. You are welcome to remain in your seat and listen to the singing if you                 

prefer.  Those who desire to have their feet washed should plan to wear sandals or shoes without 

socks.     Separate stations will be set up for men and women. You may go to a station with a friend and wash 

each others' feet. You may also stay and wash the feet of others if you are so moved.   

On Good Friday, the sanctuary will be open for prayer between noon and three.  A cross will be staged along 

with a basket of nails and hammer so that those who desire can write their sins on a piece of paper and nail it 

to the cross before they leave.    
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