“Down by the Riverside” Monthly Newsletter March 2019
NOTEWORTHY NEWS:
IT'S DINNER TIME AGAIN! We warmly invite you to our 2nd evening of Food, Fun and Fellowship on Tuesday,
March 5th, in Fellowship Hall at 6:00 P. M. As Lent begins on Wednesday, March 6th, our gathering will be to
celebrate Shrove Tuesday. Dig out your purple, green and gold necklaces (if you have any) and join us as we
celebrate the ending of Mardi Gras. Shrove Tuesday began in the 16th century as they used up their butter, eggs
and fat prior to the beginning of Lent; thus pancakes were cooked to signify their frugality. We will follow this
tradition: Our menu will be pancakes (all you can eat) meat, and eggs, with a fresh fruit salad. (And some cookies
for desert). Cost will be $10.00 each. The educational program this week, by Betty and Harry Peterson, will be
continuing Lewis and Clark's journey as they celebrate finally seeing the Pacific Ocean. Invite your friends and
neighbors. Sign up in the Fellowship Hall.
DONATIONS FOR CAPE VIEW SCHOOL The church is again helping families in need by donating gift cards.
Envelopes are included in the bulletin with instructions and will be collected during regular offering during worship
through March 10th.
SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 9 AM, LADIES SAVE THAT DATE !!! Ladies, put Sunday, April 7th at 9 AM on your calendars for
the day to begin a new women’s Bible Study at Riverside. Paula Yost will be our beginning facilitator in discussing
Old Testament women whose lives and decisions were used by God in his plans. From these women and the
choices they made in their time, we may find parallels to the choices we make today. How to see long-term
consequences in little decisions, will direct our attention to Eve. Rahab can enlighten us to choose God in our
culture too. Hannah, through her life, can reveal living and dealing with depression. Ester used her power in her
day to benefit others, and so can we. By studying these women and others in the Bible, we can discover how they
and we deal with the challenge of becoming a women God can use and lead. For more information please
contact Paula Yost or Gail Marshall. Come and learn, laugh, and cry if needed with old and new friends.
EASTER EGG HUNT AT RIVERSIDE Kids, gather your Easter baskets and get ready for the annual Easter Egg Hunt at
Riverside Presbyterian Church on Easter Sunday, April 21st. We will meet in Fellowship Hall after the worship
service for a short devotional before the hunt. Toddlers and children through elementary school age, are welcome
to participate. All children, grandchildren, nieces and nephews are invited. Grab those baskets and let’s go hunt
some EGGS !!!
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COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
Riverside’s Adult Ministries Program has formed a strategic alliance with the
Freedom 7 Senior Community Center (Freedom 7 SCC). The Center offers a wide
variety of activities including health/nutrition programs, crafts, exercise, games, and
day travel opportunities. The Center is located at the Cocoa Beach Country Club on
Tom Warriner Blvd. off Minuteman Causeway. No membership is required.
Riversiders and friends are invited to participate in all Center activities. Of special
interest in March:
*Chair Yoga -Every Wed 11:00 a.m. - Breathe, Relax, Stretch, Repeat!
Certified Instructor, wear comfortable clothing - all levels welcome.
$2 per person. Drop in.
*Hand and Foot Canasta - Every Wed 11:00 a.m. - a fun card game. $3 per person.
*Book Club - 3rd Wed of the month - Check the website www.freedom7seniors.org
for book of the month. March group will decide on books for remainder of the year.
*Scrapbooking, Adult Coloring and Crafts - Every Tuesday 10:30 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. No
need to register. Call Ernestine Kessel 321-427-0607 for details. Cost $2.
*“Dayaway Travel” to St. Petersburg Beach - Thursday, March 14 - Van departs the
Center 9:15 a.m. with 7:30-8:00 p.m. return. Visit the Pink Palace (Don Cesar
Hotel); FL’s largest book store (size of grocery store); glass museum; 21 acre living
history museum and Tradewinds Hotel featuring Rumfish Grill and Aquarium.
Cost $60 (lunch separate). Call Lee for reservations at 321-259-6300.
Brevard’s Got Talent
The Creative Arts Foundation of
Brevard partners with your Space Coast
Symphony Orchestra and RPC
to present Brevard's Got Music Talent,
a program that showcases the best of the best
of accomplished young musicians.
Each performer will perform in front of friends
and family for the opportunity to win a cash
prize. The first place winner $1,500, second
place $750, third place $350 and fourth place
$150. All finalists will be awarded $50 for their
participation. The next concert is March 31st at
3:30 pm in the Sanctuary.
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Lent begins on Ash Wednesday, March 6th. We
will begin with a short worship service of Ashes
in the sanctuary beginning at 7 P.M.
All are welcome and encouraged to attend.
A Simple Supper will be available prior to this
service, beginning at 6 P.M. Reservations are
requested for the supper and sign up will be
after service, in the Fellowship Hall; or phone
the church office. Cost is $5.00 per person for
the supper.
A Lenten Series of fellowship and study will continue each Wednesday during Lent; beginning on
March 13, and continuing for 5 weeks until April 10. There will be three studies available for you
to choose from. Each Wednesday will begin with a Simple Supper at 6:00 pm, in Fellowship Hall,
should you choose to participate. Cost is $5.00 each week, or $25.00 for all 6 weeks. Sign up in
Fellowship Hall after this service, or phone the church office. Everyone is welcome and
encouraged to come. You do not need to come to the supper; you can join us to 7:00 pm for the
study. We do ask you to sign up for the study of your choice. Location of each study will be
determined later.
Study # 1 New Members Class facilitated by Pastor Mike. Find out more about our Church.
Current members are encouraged to attend.
Study # 2 We will study the New Testament book of Philippians, using your Bibles as your
textbook. This study will be facilitated by Betty Peterson, using pastor Max Vincent's book:
"Because of This I Rejoice." The focus of the study is to joyfully grow our connection with God as
we engage in spiritual practices following Paul's teaching to the Philippians.
Study # 3 The Mission of Jesus—The Bible is more than a collection of short stories, but a book
that tells the story of a God who created the universe and entrusted it to His human partners to
care for it. God did not give up on His creation (us), but sent His son Jesus, to become the
cornerstone of it all through His life, death, resurrection and ascension. Find out what this meant
for a people oppressed by the Roman Empire and what it means for believers today as we walk
together with Ray Vander Laan in the video series “Jesus' Mission: Triumph of God’s Kingdom in a
World of Chaos. Facilitator: Paula Yost
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March News from the Riverside Presbyterian Women
Our thanks go to the congregation for their support of the February 24th Soup Sunday. Your
donations will further the mission outreach activities of Riverside’s Stitch’in Sisters. Local organizations
will be the recipients of the Stitch’in Sisters quilts at an annual event held in the spring.
The Presbyterian Women will join in to celebrate the Gifts of Women Sunday on March 10th.
They will assist and participate in the worship services.
We ask the ladies of Riverside as well as winter residents and visitors to please save the date of
Saturday on April 13th, 8:45 AM for a Communion Service and White Breakfast. The
communion service will begin at 8:45 AM in the sanctuary to be followed by a breakfast in Fellowship
Hall. Rev. Jane Wesson will officiate at the worship service, and Diana Amtower will be the pianist
accompanying the hymns. Tickets at $5.00 each will be available in Fellowship Hall after services on
Sundays, March 24, 31 and April 7. Come and join us in this communion service and fellowship.
The Birthday offering will be collected at our March circle meetings. This offering is an annual
tradition that has funded over 200 mission projects affecting the lives of women and children since 1922.
Four projects have been selected for 2019
The Disaster Response Team of the Presbytery of Charlotte, North Carolina will aid people
affected by human-made or natural disasters. A warehouse, parking lot and security fencing will hold
household goods, house mobile shower units, and disaster recovery trailers.
The Effingham Child Development Center in Effingham, Illinois will improve the center’s
playground with a protective play surface and all-inclusive play equipment.
The Good Shepherd Community Nursing Center in Phelps, Kentucky will improve the quality of
life and safety for nursing center residents in the Appalachian region of Eastern Kentucky. New
wardrobes, bedside cabinets, over-bed tables, nursing beds, mattresses and lift recliners will be provided.
The Wings of Refuge in Iowa Falls, Iowa provides a safe and healing space for women victimized by
human trafficking. A larger long-term safe home will aid in women’s restoration, identity, community,
opportunity, hope, and their transition into independent living.
Happy St. Patrick’s Day to all.
Gail Marshall, Publicity
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CHURCH OFFICERS FOR 2019
SESSION MEMBERS

Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Class of 2021

Penny Bernard
Sue Colley
Paul Pfeiffer
Carl Plaugher

Dan Coon
Mick Ray
Linda Boehmer
Bob Howard

Stephen Hoagland
Nelson McCray
Jenny Lyons
Lindalee Torgler

DEACONS

Class of 2019

Class of 2020

Class of 2021

Ginny Skywark
Judy Howard
Jan Hawkins
Becky Reed

Paula Yost
Bea Lewis
Jorge Castillo
Jenni Wood

Mary Mullin
Art Hitch
Laurie Casto
David Sifton

The
Installation
of
Officers
will be
Sunday,
March 24.
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BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITY
Beginning March 4, join the
ladies of the Church for Monday
Bible Study at 1:00 pm in Knox Parlor.
The study will be I Corinthians using
Interpretation Bible Studies.
For more information, please contact
Sherrell Fischer at sherrell@cfl.rr.com.

SUNDAY ,MARCH 10
9 AM—1 PM

Be someone’s lucky charm!
All donors receive a OneBlood Hat
and Wellness Checkup including
blood pressure, temperature, iron count, pulse
and cholesterol screening!
FAMILY PROMISE VISIT FOR MARCH
Many of you have asked as to when Riverside's turn to
host our week. It's March 17. Please contact Jack
Sprunger or Pam Weiger to discuss times available to
prepare meals, chaperone or host. Our number of visits
has been lessened because there are more churches in
the program which reduces our participation.
Next year there will be an expansion announced and we
will probably return to four visits.
Please find it in your hearts to jump in on this visit in
company with past volunteers. Or, form a new team
and join the party. As always, the early birds earn their
convenient date.
Our next and last visitation date is July 28th. Please
mark calendars. FP continues to grow and our numbers
are outstanding. God Bless. Dick Gerhardt
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