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RIVERSIDE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH IS OPEN FOR
IN-PERSON SUNDAY WORSHIP @ 10:00am
Live services will be recorded and available online shortly
after the 10:00 a.m. service
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Returning to the House of the Lord
Worship in-person has resumed at Riverside for those able to attend
and continues online for those at home. We are delighted to be back
and look forward to the Pastor hearing from online viewers. It is definitely different but good to be in the House of the Lord.
The sanctuary is disinfected after the service and everyone is social distancing. Everyone is taking precautions to make Worship as safe as
possible. For those who were able to attend in person, it was good to
see everyone.
As we navigate the changes, we
want everyone to know we will
be doing Communion with individual servings. Instead of
coming forward, everyone will
be served in the pews. Hopefully more of you will be able to
join us in the coming months.
A special thank you to all who
have worked to get us back to
in person worship.
Can you help? Instead of ushers and greeters, we are asking for help
with our in-person Worship Service. Right now we are using someone
to stand outside (weather permitting) and take temperatures; one person to give everyone a spritz of hand sanitizer and ask them to sign contact sheet. Two people are needed to monitor the doors on north and
south side of sanctuary which are restricted use.
Please send me an email at jageorge42@gmail.com if you can help.
Blessings,

Judy George, (on behalf of Worship and Sacraments Commission)
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October Sermons
Pastor Roy Sharpe
October 4

“The Next Play”

Acts 1:6-11 (Communion)

October 11

“Living Up to the Criticism”

Acts 17:1-9

October 18

“Living With the Alligators”

Romans 12: 1-2

October 25

“No Holding Back”

Isaiah 54:1
2020 Financial (as of August 31st)
Income
Operating Expenses
Net Loss

$197,613*
$260,354
$ -62,741

Several of you have already used the NEW online giving
program, “tithe.ly”. Online giving can be accessed through
the church website under the heading “Donate”.
Thank you for your continued support of Riverside Church especially during these challenging and uncertain times.

Douglas Kasimier , Treasurer (dkasimier@aol.com)
*Income does not include $32,772, that Riverside Church received as a “loan” (grant) from the government Payroll Protection Program (PPP) which is managed by the SBA. This program was established
to ensure that businesses, including non-profits could continue to pay employees during this severe economic downturn. While initially classified as a loan, these funds do not have to be repaid if they are
used to cover payroll expenses. In about 60 days and after showing proof these funds were used for
qualifying expenses, the loan will be forgiven and the funds will be added to total income. This will
reduce the Net Loss shown above by the $32,772.
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October News from the
Presbyterian Women

Wednesday Evening Bible Study/Deborah Circle
(Wednesday nights at 7:00pm—In-person Knox Parlor and online ZOOM)
The Wednesday Night Ladies Bible Study group is alive and well. September 23rd was
our first combination in-person and Zoom Bible study. We are thankful for the technology that allows us to do both as we study God’s Word together. A plus point of Zoom is
that people who are far away (think North Carolina, Ohio and other parts of Florida)
are able to join us and participate.
Much of our ministry now seems to be prayer—our list of prayer concerns seems to grow each
week. It’s never too late to study God’s Word and/or pray. On the third Wednesday of the month,
the Wednesday Night Ladies Bible Study becomes the Deborah Circle. We began studying this
year’s book, Into the Light, Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament on September 23rd. We welcome you anytime you can join us as we study God’s Word.
If any of you ladies are interested in joining us, contact, me, to get name added to the email list.
We would love to see you on Wednesday nights.

Paula Yost (paulayost@gmail.com)
Hannah Ruth Rebekah Circle
(3rd Tuesday of the month at 1:00pm—In-person Knox Parlor)
Meets the third Tuesday of the month at 1:00pm. We, also, began using the Presbyterian Women’s 2020-2021 Bible study, Into the Light, Finding Hope Through Prayers of Lament.

Gail Marshall (gamarshall@cfl.rr.com)
Stichin Sisters
This summer, the Stitchin Sisters delivered 26 quilts to each of the following: Salvation Army Domestic Violence Program, Family Promise and Deveraux. Also 20 quilts were taken to Genesis
House.

Kathy Coon (fourcoons91@gmail.com)
Prayer Circle
(Wednesday at 10:00am—when resume meeting, will be Knox Parlor)
We have been keeping in touch with church members and their families through prayers and
with cards. We look forward to return to church for our meetings. When we do they will be
each Wednesday at 10:00 am. Anyone is welcome to attend. Anyone who needs prayer may
email me.

Jane Lovett (biddle310@gmail.com)
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Wednesday Mornings
at 8:30am

The Men’s Bible Study meets every Wednesday at 8:30 am, which is a change from the time
we met for years and years at 7:30 am. We did this when we started meeting via Zoom, and
it seems to have worked out very well. We now have our winter folks with us all year long,
which we are all enjoying immensely. We also have 2 members who come to us from Cocoa
Presbyterian. We are still missing a few folks who attend in the winter and are not with us
right now.
Our primary moderator is Joe Marshall, assisted by Larry Pals and Nelson McCray when
needed. Joe does his best to keep us on track, which can become quite challenging at times.
We just finished with Thessalonians and Titus and have started Luke, using the John MacArthur study reference.
We are truly fortunate to have a large group of well traveled and highly experienced members in our group, many of whom bring a diverse and well-informed knowledge base of the
Bible.
If you are interested in becoming a member of this special group of men, please contact Joe
Marshall at jmarshall5@cfl.rr.com, Larry Pals at palsl@aol.com, or Carl Plaugher at
cplaug@gmail.com.
We would feel blessed if you would join us to study the word of our Lord,

Carl Plaugher cplaug@gmail.com

Cocoa Beach Women’s Club
Rummage Sale
Saturday, October 17, 2020
The rummage sale will be held outside of the Riverside
Presbyterian Church Fellowship Hall, weather permitting. To meet CDC guidelines, masks and social
distancing are required. Tables can be reserved for $20 donation to the Cocoa Beach Women’s
Club. You will manage your table and keep the money from the items you sell.
If you have items to donate, please call Bev Kasimier at 321-749-2821.
The Women’s Club supports several local community service programs, provides students at local
schools with school supplies, scholarships, student recognition, and support for school programs
such as band and Teacher appreciation day.

Bev Kasimier
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Church Commissions
Outreach, Mission & Evangelism
(OMEC)
The last six months have
been a difficult stretch for
the OMEC Commission.
During that time our “Team
Leader” Mason Gibson was
ill and has since passed
away. In addition, his wife
Linda, who was also very active with OMEC
is relocating out of the area. This along with
the Pandemic and other commission members being out of the area for extended periods has created a need to recruit others who
may be interested in joining OMEC.
If you would like to learn more about the
OMEC Commission you can go to the Riverside website and read about what OMEC is
designed to do. Here you will find a brief description of the objectives and duties for
OMEC (Church website tab: “About Us”
→”Organizations” →”OMEC”) You can also
contact Larry Pals (321-784-5959) or Steve
Hoagland (201-925-1164) for additional information.
The good news is that during this time we
have been able to continue to provide financial support to various local and national
charities.

Larry Pals (on behalf of OMEC)
Property Commission
The projector transmitter required replacement just 2 days
before the re-opening service. It
has been repaired. Much appreciation went out to Bob Howard
and Karen Ward for all they do
to provide the service online.
Also, a fogger has been ordered and received
to more efficiently clean the sanctuary
between services.

Bob Howard, (on behalf of Property)

Education Commission
As we began our in-person services, we
wanted to ensure that the
children felt
welcome!
The Education Commission provided
“take home” activity bags
for the young people to use during Worship!

Nelson McCray (on behalf of Education)
Care and Support Commission
Care and Support Commission
met by Zoom on June 15th at
2:00P.M. Our Caring Friend’s
List was discussed and well being of other Church members
during the past few months. J.B.
Olds and Ann Stone have continued to send cards to Church Members.
Minutes were taken by Dave Sifton. Gail Marshall is our new Session Liaison. We would
welcome new members to our Commission.
Due to some members moving and others being
out of town, information is shared by email.
Pastor Roy has also kept us informed about
church members. We hope to have our next
meeting by Zoom in October.

Judy Howard, (on behalf of Care & Support)
Personnel Commission
Elizabeth Britton has resigned as
office administrator. Kathy Coon
will serve as interim through December 2020. Office hours will be
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and
Friday 9:00AM until Noon.

Roy Sharpe and Bob Howard, (on behalf
of Personnel)
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•

Lift up those who help prepare for in-person
worship

•

•

Lift up those who would like to come, but cannot

•

•

Pastor Roy Sharp who has been under the
weather

•
•

•

Paul Pfeiffer who fell and needed surgery (and •
wife Cathy and mother Helen Carter for
health)

•

Dr. Gerry Bird who was in a bicycle accident
and will need rehab

•

Linda Harris who fell and is still weak (and
lift up husband, Gerry Harris, as caregiver)

•

Jane Golden who had shoulder surgery and is
rehabilitating

•

Grace Rudy who is getting rehab at Courtenay
Springs and would appreciate cards (200 S
Courtenay Pkwy #410, Merritt Island, FL
32952)

•

Judy Luck for ankle pain

•

Ginny Skywark in her relocation to Illinois

•

Linda Gibson for recovery from the loss of husband Mason, and her upcoming relocation to
N.C.

OCTOBER 2020

Mary Mullin who is having therapy for back
issues
Cathy Seeger for rest after relocation. Doing
well.
Dode Whitaker in the hospital
Tim Bright for healing and health
Numerous extended friends and families that
are:
 Facing difficult decisions
 Struggling with loss of income
 Facing cancer and its affects
 Having difficulty with the lost of a parent
 Experiencing estrangement from children, siblings or parents
 Recovering from COVID and dealing
with its side effects
 Healing from surgery from brain tumor
and complications
 Recovering from illness and eager to
return to work at Teen Missions
 Parents in Zambia, mourning the loss
of a 10 year old daughter while welcoming the birth of a new baby daughter.

HOW CAN WE BE PRAYING FOR YOU TODAY?
PLEASE SEND ANY PRAYER REQUESTS TO ANY ONE OF THE FOLLOWING:





Jane Lovett (on behalf of Riverside Prayer Circle)
“J.B.” Olds (on behalf of Congregational Care)
Paula Yost (on behalf of Women’s Wed. Eve. Bible Study)
Kathy Coon (Interim Church Office Administrative Assistant)
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Samaritan’s Purse International

Christmas Shoebox

End Date: November 25, 2020
Its that time again! Though it will be a little bit
different due to COVID. We do pray that all will
help with your personal checks made to
“Samaritan’s Purse International” and sent to:
Samaritan’s Purse International
801 Bamboo Road
Boone, NC 28607
You can also bless a child in need by “building a
box” online. Click go to the Samaritans Purse
website here: Building a Shoebox Online!
Thank you for giving and mailing your checks for
the wonderful Program! It’s a small gift to help
children all over the world know God and Jesus
as their Savior.
In Christ,

Jesus said “Let the little children
come to me, and do not hinder them
for the kingdom of heaven belongs to
such as these.”
Matthew 19:14

Cliff Schmitt and J.B. Olds

Salvation Army Angel Tree
Friday, December 4, 2020
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Once again Riverside Presbyterian Church will be helping with
the Salvation Army Angel Tree in Merritt Square Mall. We
staff the table as people fill out their “angel” gift commitment
and hang them on the tree. Our day is December 4 which is a
Friday. We still need four volunteers from:
• 12 noon to 2:00pm
• 2:00pm to 4:00pm
If you can help call Lauie Casto (321-868-1082) or Judy George (321-544-8377)

Laurie Casto and Judy George (jageorge42@gmail.com)
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Even though the COVID-19 pandemic has prevented us from
sheltering homeless families in our church, Family Promise of
Brevard is still hard at work helping to prevent homelessness
and stabilize families on the brink of becoming homeless. They
continue to provide case management and support to families
currently sheltering in place, connecting families to resources
they need to navigate their way back to housing. A new initiative has been created to pair short-term rent and financial assistance with case management in response to the rising number of
families impacted by COVID-19.
The major Family Promise fundraiser, the annual golf event, has been
canceled, but there is still a way to donate now, while the need is especially great...The Helicopter Ball Drop. Numbered golf balls will be
dropped from a helicopter, and the ball landing closes to the pin wins.
(Members of our church won the grand prize a few years ago!) Watch
the Ball Drop live at 2 p.m. November 7 at https://www.facebook.com/
fpbrevard
The need for Food Donations has grown even more urgent in our current climate of isolation! Riverside is still collecting food to share with the
St. Vincent de Paul food pantry, which distributes food in our local area.
If you would like to help, please bring non-perishable food items to church
on Sundays, and place them in the food cart in the narthex. We will joyfully share your donation with the pantry!

Pam Weiger (prweiger@gmail.com) and Dick Gerhardt (n300um@aol.com)

https://familypromise
ofbrevard.org/makedonations/

Tara Pagliarini, Executive Director, Family Promise of Brevard

PAGE 9

DOWN BY THE RIVERSID E

Priscilla
Cliff
Kathy
Dick

Castillo
Schmitt
Hewitt
Gerhardt

10/1
10/1
10/4
10/7

Gail
Donna
Kay
Sean
Nathan
Karen
Jan
Barbara
Melissa

Marshall
Scott
Callaghan
Bower
Olds
Meighen
Hawkins
Sprunger
Castillo

10/7
10/7
10/9
10/10
10/12
10/13
10/17
10/17
10/21

Jack
Ann
Linda
Jean
Chuck
John
Zac

Buckley
Stone
Boehmer
Maynor
Torgler
Bower
Olds

10/25
10/28
10/30
10/30
10/30
10/31
10/31

Concert Series
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Previous Sunday Sermons Videos:
www.riversidepres.org/sermons/
Previous Wednesday Messages Videos:
www.riversidepres.org/midweek-

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4, 2020

A gift to the Peace & Global Witness Offering enables the church to promote the Peace of Christ by
addressing systems of conflict and injustice across
the world. Individual congregations are encouraged
to utilize up to 25% of this Offering to connect with
the global witness of Christ's peace. Mid councils
retain an additional 25% for ministries of peace
and reconciliation. The remaining 50% is used by
the Presbyterian Mission Agency to advocate for
peace and justice in cultures of violence, including
our own, through collaborative projects of education and Christian witness.

• Deadline for newsletter input is the 25th of each month. Please send suggested articles and information to Anda Ray (andaray77@gmail.com)

• Other uses of the church (e.g. weddings, memorial services, community meeting,
etc.) must comply with the safety protocols and be approved by the Session.
• Safety Protocols remain in place for in-person Sunday Worship services:

PAGE 10

OCTOBER 2020

DOWN BY THE RIVERSID E

Session Update

Deacon Update
The Deacons have not met in-person recently. The Board of Deacons is made up of 12
members, who are nominated, elected by
the congregation, ordained and installed.
They each serve 3 year terms and serve as
moderators and members of the Commissions. Deacons are the “shepherds of the
church” and provide support to church
members. They have continued to carry out
their various responsibilities amid the
Church closure and reopening transition.

On Tuesday, September 15th the Session
met through Zoom and a few attended “inperson”. Rev. Roy Sharpe, moderator,
called the meeting to order. Linda Boehmer
gave the devotion and opening prayer. The
major items discussed were (1) to allow
limited in-person Bible study to resume in
the church facility; (2) plan for church interim office administrative assistant (3)
worship service health and safety practices; and (4) Commission Reports. [Please
see the update from the church Commissions earlier in this edition of the newsletter]

Church Officers

Church Staff
The Rev. Dr. J Roy
Sharpe
Interim Pastor
Diana Amtower
Music Director
Travis Smith
Praise Band Leader
Kathy Coon
Interim Office
Administrative Assistant
Doug Kasimier
Treasurer
Chuck Torgler
Custodian

SESSION

Dan Coon (‘20)
Mick Ray (‘20)
Linda Boehmer (‘20)
Bob Howard (‘20)
Steve Hoagland (‘21)
Jenny Lyons (‘21)

DEACONS

Paula Yost (‘20)
Jorge Castillo (‘20)
Bea Lewis (‘20)
Jenni Wood (‘20)
David Sifton (‘21)
Kathy McCray (‘21)

Riverside Presbyterian Church
3400 N. Atlantic Avenue
Cocoa Beach, FL 32931
321-783-6085
Email: riversidepres@cfl.rr.com
www.riversidepres.org

Nelson McCray (‘21)
Linda Lee Torgler (‘21)
Gail Marshall (‘22)
Rebecca Burns (‘22)
Debbie Burleigh (‘22)

Laurie Casto (‘21)
Valerie Kellum (‘21)
Becky Reed (‘22)
Carolyn Hattaway (‘22)
Mary Mullin (’22)

